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Christ is Risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs bestowing Life!
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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

THE FIRST ANTIPHON
Shout with joy to God, all the earth; sing to His Name, give glory to His praises.
Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us.

Say to God: How awesome are Thy works. In the greatness of your power shall Your enemies be
proven false to You. (Refrain)

Let all the earth worship Thee, and sing to Thee. Let it sing a song to Thy Name, O Most High.
(Refrain)
Glory... Both now... (Refrain)

THE SECOND ANTIPHON
May God have mercy upon us, and bless us, and may He cause His face to shine upon us,
and have mercy upon us.
Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead, who sing to Thee. Alleluia.
That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy salvation among all nations;
let the peoples give thanks to Thee, O God, let all the peoples give thanks to Thee. (Refrain)
May God bless us, and may all the ends of the earth fear Him. (Refrain)
Glory... Both now... O, only begotten Son and Word of God...

THE THIRD ANTIPHON I

+ Let God arise, and let His enemies be scattered,
and let those that hate Him flee from before His face. ‘
Refrain: CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, TRAMPLING DOWN DEATH BY DEATH .05/

AND UPON THOSE IN THE TOMBS, BESTOWING LIFE! '/50‘/(/
+ As smoke vanishes, so let them vanish; as wax melts before the fire. - (Refrain)
+ So let sinners perish at the presence of God, and let the righteous be glad. - (Refrain)

+ This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad therein. - (Refrain)
Entrance Hymn (Priest) : Bless God the Lord in the Assemblies, You who are of Israel’s offspring.

Tone 8 Hypakoe (Pascha)

Before the dawn Mary and the women came and found the stone rolled away
from the tomb. They heard the angelic voice: “Why do you seek among the
dead as a Man the One Who is everlasting Light? Behold the clothes in the

grave; go and proclaim to the world: ‘The Lord is risen; He has slain death, as

He is the Son of God, saving the race of man.”

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pascha)
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal, You destroyed the power of
death.In victory You arose, O Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,//
granting peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

Instead of the Trice-Holy Hymn
As many as have been baptized into Christ, have been robed in Christ. Alleluia. (x3)




Tone 8 Prokeimenon
This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
V. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; for His mercy endures forever.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Holy Apostles Acts 1:1-8

The former account | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given
commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented
Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by them during
forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. And being
assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for
the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with
water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” Therefore, when they
had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in
His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
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Alleluia and Verses Tone 4
V. Lord, You shall rise up and have mercy on Zion.
V. The Lord from Heaven has spoken upon the earth.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. John 1:1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without
Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness,
to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light,
but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to every man
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did
not know Him. He came to His [cJown, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received
Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom
| said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.” ” And of His fullness
we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ.

Instead of “it is right in truth”
The angel cried to the Lade Full of Grace. Rejoice, Pure Virgin, Again | say: Rejoice. Your Son is Risen
from His three days in the tomb. With Himself He has raised up all the dead: Rejoice, all peoples.




Irmos: Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, for the Glory of the Lord has shone on you. Exult now and be
glad. O Zion and rejoice, Pure Birth-Giver of God in the Resurrection of Your Son.
Communion Hymn

Receive the Body of Christ, taste the Fountain of Immortality.
———- =

EMORY ETERNAL

PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS

Carl Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary Kurty, David , George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary
Johnson, James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy, Larry Brasko
Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-Melnykovich,
Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky, Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak,
Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,. Victims of the war in Ukralne

PRAYER LIST

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE

Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, O'Meara, Bill Starr, Gene, Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick
Woloschak, Beth Zets, Shirley Duffy, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Jamie Maluk,
Alexandr, Missouri, Jane, Sam, Lorenzo, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco,
Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele (Senediak) Caulder,

- Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O'Leary, Harold Owens, Marianne Carmack, Nicholas Yurchyk,
Pauhne Wltkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People
Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.

—_———— s
Today is Pascha of the Lord

Pascha shines upon the world as the Feast of feasts and the Triumph of triumphs, the radiant dawn
that no darkness can overcome. In the stillness of the tomb, when all seemed lost and hope lay buried,
Christ shattered the gates of Hades and raised Adam and Eve with Himself. What was once the deepest
sorrow has become the source of unending joy. The Church does not merely remember this mystery—
she enters into it, proclaiming with boldness and faith: “Chzist is risen from the dead, trampling down
death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!”

In this holy night, all things are filled with light—heaven and earth and the depths beneath the earth.
The sorrow of Great Friday gives way to the brilliance of the Resurrection, and the faithful are called not
only to witness but to partake in this victory. Pascha is not distant history; it is a living reality that
transforms every heart willing to receive it. The stone is rolled away not only from Christ’s tomb, but

from the tombs of our fears, sins, and despair.

The Resurrection reveals the true nature of God’s love: a love that descends into the deepest darkness
to bring forth life. No sin is too great, no wound too deep, no night too long that it cannot be overcome
by the light of Christ. As the myrrh-bearing women ran from the tomb with both fear and great joy, so
we too are called to carry this joy into the world—to become witnesses of the Resurrection in our lives,
our words, and our love for one another.

Let us then rejoice, O faithful! Let us embrace one another and forgive all by the Resurrection. Let
us call even those who hate us “brothers,” and allow the light of Pascha to renew our hearts. For Christ
is risen, and in Him everything is made new. Death is no more, sorrow is overcome, and eternal life has

begun. Truly, this is the day which the Lord has made—Iet us rejoice and be glad in it!
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Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days

SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)

PASCHA (Easter):

e RESURRECTION SUNDAY, April 12,8 AM — GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA:
Paschal Procession, Resurrection Matins, & Festal Liturgy.

¢ Sunday, April 19, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 2" Sunday, of St. Thomas

» Sunday, April 26, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 3¢ Sunday, of the Myrrh-bearing Women

Pyrohy Schedule »
ORDER BY DATE: WORK DAYS PICK-UP DAY e
April 20 April 21 & 23 April 24 \
May 4 May 5 & 7 May 8 @
May 18 May 19 & 20 (Wed) May 22 %
June 8 June 9 & 11 June 12 e
To Place the Order Please call or text — 234-247-1534, Anna 4 7
Upcoming dates & events =

*  Thursday, April 16 — Parish Board Meeting
» Saturday, April 25 — Super Bingo to sponsor a prosthetic for a wounded Ukrainian Soldier.
* Sunday, July 12 - Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day

St. Mary's sisterhood Updates:

1. 2026 Sisterhood dues - ($10) must be paid by May 1.

2. Sisterhood Semi-Annual Flower Fund. The donation will count toward Stewardship
3. Sunday, April 26 - Memorial Service for the departed St Mary Sisterhood members.
4. Sunday, April 26 — Oath of Office of the newly elected St Mary Sisterhood officers.
5. Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day - July 12 Organized by the Sisterhood

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETINGS:

e Monetary Donations for Baskets

We are collecting monetary donations for prize baskets that
will be raffled at the Super Bingo on April 25th.

Please contact Crystal or Yvonne if you would like to contribute.
Thank you!




* SUPER BINGO
on Saturday, April 25 — at Sts Peter & Paul Church BEST BINGO IN TOWN
To Support a Ukrainian Wounded Soldier towards Prosthetic. “TOWARDS PROSTHETIC
11 REGISTER SOON !!! =
Special BINGO - Special PRIZES: Double - $200, Triple Bingo - $500,
Coverall - $1000
And Many of the Most Popular Instant Tickets.

$50 Ticket Includes: 18-on cards and 12-on Special Pack and a Dinner
Additional 18-on is $10, Additional 12-on Special is $5

Pasta Dinner at 2pm - Bingo Starts at 4pm

TO REGISTER please follow the link below:
https://tithe.ly/event-registration/#/109389016
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THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

2 Mary Lou Senediak
3 Linda Pupa

5 Mary M. Lane
8 Karen Semchee
9 Ben Mischey

9 Steven Novicky
10 Emily Whalen
11 Jason Zets

14 Sam Rusnov
18 Joe Buzzelli
19 Anna Blair

22 Mark Ames

23 Michael Crown

24 Michael Zemko

25 Anthony Zomchak
26 Michael C Demetrius
27 Peter Anderson

27 Eileen Maluk

28 Michael Ace Maluk
28 Richard Yuschak
28 Samantha Moon

30 Wayne Tiedeman

Dear Parishioners and Friends, WE NEED HELP!
Please offer your time to help at the Bingo kitchen on available dates (?)

BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated Mar 19)

Date Register Server Server
Mon., Apr. 13 Karen Semchee Paula Hudock ?
Mon., Apr. 20 Crystal Walkowiec Carla Rogenski Christina Buccino
Mon., Apr. 27 Karen Semchee Jeanna Savastano ?
Mon., May 4 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska ?
Mon., May 11 Karen Semchee ? ?
Mon., May 18 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?

Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help — 330-766-0182

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On March 29 On April 5
General: $ 917.00 $ 2635.00
Renovation: $ 290.00 $ 00.00
Online Donations on Tithe.ly $ 20.00 $ 00.00

Most Recent Pyrohy Sale ~ $1000.00
Bulletin Dedication

(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)

Sun Apr 5 Sun Apr 12 Sun Apr 19 Sun Apr 26

1. Dedicated Not Available Not Available 1. Dedicated

2. Dedicated 2. Available

Sun May 3 Sun May 10 Sun May 17 Sun May 24 Sun May 31
1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available 1. Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available 2. Available




PASCHAL ARCHPASTORAL LETTER of the Council of Bishops
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States of America and the Diaspora

Beloved brothers in the Holy QA v

Priesthood, dear brothers and sisters & = 4 PAS

in the Lord, faithful of our Ukrainian :. . ARCHPASTORAL IETTER
Orthodox communtties in the Unitod RSRRRN wmConsbmessm i oy o
States of America and throughout the Q)

Diaspora:

ITACXAJIBHE
APXINACTVUPCBKE ITOCJIAHHS

Christ is Risen! i : A CoBOPY €MMCKOIIB YKPATHCHKO [1PABOC/IABHO! LIEPKBI
\ Crionyaenmx HItars AMEPUKH TA JlIACTIOPH

Indeed He is Risen!

With hearts filled with ineffable joy
and radiant hope, we greet you on the
Great and Glorious Feast of the
Resurrection of our Lord, God, and
Savior Jesus Christ - the Feast of Feasts and the Triumph of Triumphs!

On this holy and life-giving day, the Church proclaims to the world that Christ has conquered death,
shattered the gates of Hades, and granted us the promise of eternal life. The empty tomb stands as
an everlasting witness that darkness cannot overcome light, and that love, sacrificial and divine, is
stronger than death itself.

As we prayerfully enter into the mystery of the Resurrection, our minds and hearts are drawn to that
sacred moment when the Risen Lord appeared in the midst of His disciples - those who were fearful,
uncertain, and burdened by the realities of their time. Standing among them, He spoke words that
echo through the centuries and into our present moment: “Peace be with you.”

This peace - the peace of Christ - is not as the world gives. It is not temporary, nor is it dependent
upon the absence of conflict. It is the deep, abiding presence of God within the human heart - a peace
that heals wounds, restores hope, and transforms fear into faith.

Today, humanity stands in desperate need of this divine peace. Our world is wounded by division,
shaken by violence, and burdened by the tragedies of war. The ongoing suffering in Ukraine, the unrest
in the Middle East, and conflicts across the globe reveal not only political and social fractures, but also
a deeper spiritual crisis - a loss of the Christ-centered life rooted in humility, love, and truth.

In place of peace, we too often encounter pride. In place of love, anger. In place of selflessness, a
consuming pursuit of power and control.

And yet, in the midst of this brokenness, the Risen Christ continues to stand among us - quietly,
patiently - offering once again His eternal greeting: “Peace be with you.”




Beloved in the Lord, this Paschal message calls each of us not only to receive this peace, but to
become bearers of it - to become peacemakers in a world longing for healing.

In a particular way, we turn our hearts to the youth of our Church - the young souls entrusted to our
care, who are growing and searching for meaning in a complex and often confusing world. They are
not only the future of the Church; they are the living members of the Body of Christ today.

They look to us. They learn not only from what we say, but from how we live. If we desire for them to
walk in the way of Christ, we must first become examples of that way.

Parents, clergy, and all faithful are called to embody lives of faith, morality, and piety - to create homes
and communities where Christ is not only spoken of, but truly present. Our families must become small
domestic churches, places where prayer is lived, forgiveness is practiced, and love is sacrificial.

Let us remember: Our children are in the Church - and they are learning the life in Christ by looking at
us.

May we be mindful of our words, our actions, and the witness we offer. For in shaping the next
generation, we participate in the sacred work of God Himself.

On this radiant Feast of Pascha, let us renew our commitment to live as true disciples of the Risen
Lord - rejecting the darkness of sin and division, and embracing the light of peace, reconciliation, and
love.

Let us bring the peace of Christ into our homes, our parishes, and our world. Let us become, in truth,
witnesses of the Resurrection.

With heartfelt prayers for each of you, we ask the Risen Lord to bless your families with health,
strengthen you in faith, grant peace to Ukraine and to all suffering lands, and fill your hearts with the
unending joy of His victory over death.

May the light of the Resurrection guide your every step and remind you always that Christ is among
us - now and forever.
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!
With archpastoral love in the Risen Lord,

+Antony
Metropolitan of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora

+Jeremiah
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Eparchy of South America

+Daniel
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Western Europe
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Orthodox Christianity 101

Easter Sunday: The Holy Pascha
A little before midnight on the Blessed Sabbath the Nocturne service is chanted. The
celebrant goes to the tomb and removes the winding-sheet. He carries it through the
royal doors and places it on the altar table where it remains for forty days until the
day of Ascension.
At midnight the Easter procession begins. The people leave the church building
singing:
The angels in heaven, O Christ our Savior, sing of Thy resurrection. Make us on
earth also worthy to hymn Thee with a pure heart.
The procession circles the church building and returns to the closed doors of the front of the church. This
procession of the Christians on Easter night recalls the original baptismal procession from the darkness and
death of this world to the light and the life of the Kingdom of God. It is the procession of the holy passover,
from death unto life, from earth unto heaven, from this age to the age to come which will never end.
Before the closed doors of the church building, the resurrection of Christ is announced. Sometimes the
Gospel is read which tells of the empty tomb. The celebrant intones the blessing to the “holy, consubstantial,
life-creating and undivided Trinity.” The Easter troparion is sung for the first time, together with the verses
of Psalm 68 which will begin all of the Church services during the Easter season.
Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered; let those who hate him flee from before his face!
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the tombs bestowing life
(Troparion).
This is the day which the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!
The people re-enter the church building and continue the service of Easter Matins which is entirely sung.
The canon hymns of Christ's resurrection, ascribed to Saint John of Damascus, are chanted with the
troparion of the feast as the constantly recurring refrain. The building is decorated with flowers and lights.
The vestments are the bright robes of the resurrection. The Easter icon stands in the center of the church
showing Christ destroying the gates of hell and freeing Adam and Eve from the captivity of death. It is the
image of the Victor “trampling down death by his own death.” There is the continual singing and censing of
the icons and the people, with the constant proclamation of the celebrant: Christ is risen! The faithful
continually respond: Indeed He is risen!
It is the day of resurrection ! Let us be illumined for the feast! Pascha! The Pascha of the Lord! From death
unto life, and from earth unto heaven has Christ our God led us! Singing the song of victory: Christ is risen
from the dead! (First Ode of the Easter Canon).
Following the canon, the paschal verses are sung, and at the conclusion of the Easter Matins, the Easter
Hours are also sung. In general, nothing is simply read in the Church services of Easter: everything is fully
sung with the joyful melodies of the feast.
At the end of the Hours, before the Divine Liturgy, the celebrant solemnly proclaims the famous Paschal
Sermon of Saint John Chrysostom. This sermon is an invitation to all of the faithful to forget their sins and to
join fully in the feast of the resurrection of Christ. Taken literally, the sermon is the formal invitation offered
to all members of the Church to come and to receive Holy Communion, partaking of Christ, the Passover
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Lamb, whose table is now being set in the midst of the Church. In some parishes the sermon is literally
obeyed, and all of the faithful receive the eucharistic gifts of the Passover Supper of Easter night.

The Easter Divine Liturgy begins immediately with the singing once more of the festal troparion with the
verses of Psalm 68. Special psalm verses also comprise the antiphons of the liturgy, through which the
faithful praise and glorify the salvation of God:

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Sing of his name, give glory to His praise.

Let all the earth worship Thee and praise Thee! Let it praise Thy name, O most High!

That we may know Thy way upon the earth and Thy salvation among all nations.

Let the people thank Thee, O God! Let all the people give thanks to Thee.

The troparion is repeated over and over again. The baptismal line from Galatians replaces the Thrice-Holy
Hymn. The epistle reading is the first nine verses of the Book of Acts. The gospel reading is the first
seventeen verses of the Gospel of Saint John. The proclamation of the Word of God takes the faithful back
again to the beginning, and announces God's creation and re-creation of the world through the living Word
of God, his Son Jesus Christ.

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was all things were made through
him. In Him was life and the life was the light of men.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us full of grace and truth we have beheld His glory, glory of
the only-begotten Son of the Father, and from His fullness have we all received grace upon grace (Jn 1.1-
17).

The Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom continues, crowned in holy communion with the Passover Lamb at his
banquet table in God’s Kingdom. Again and again the troparion of the Resurrection is sung while the faithful
partake of Him “Who was dead and is alive again” (Rev 2.8).

In the Orthodox Church the feast of Easter is officially called Pascha, the word which means the Passover.
It is the new Passover of the new and everlasting covenant foretold by the prophets of old. It is the eternal
Passover from death to life and from earth to heaven. It is the Day of the Lord proclaimed by God’s holy
prophets, “the day which the Lord has made” for His judgment over all creation, the day of His final and
everlasting victory. Itis the Day of the Kingdom of God, the day “which has no night” for “its light is the Lamb”
(Rev 21.22-25).

The celebration of Easter in the Orthodox Church, therefore, is once again not merely an historical
reenactment of the event of Christ's Resurrection as narrated in the gospels. It is not a dramatic
representation of the first Easter morning. There is no “sunrise service” since the Easter Matins and the
Divine Liturgy are celebrated together in the first dark hours of the first day of the week in order to give men
the experience of the “new creation” of the world, and to allow them to enter mystically into the New
Jerusalem which shines eternally with the glorious light of Christ, overcoming the perpetual night of evil and
destroying the darkness of this mortal and sinful world:

Shine! Shine! O New Jerusalem! The glory of the Lord has shone upon you! Exult and be glad O Zion! Be
radiant O Pure Theotokos, in the Resurrection of your Son!

This is one of the main Easter hymns in the Orthodox Church. It is inspired by Isaiah’s prophecy and the
final chapters of the Book of Revelation, for it is exactly tile New Creation, the New Jerusalem, the Heavenly
City, the Kingdom of God, the Day of the Lord, the Marriage Feast of the Lamb with His Bride which is
celebrated and realized and experienced in the Holy Spirit on the Holy Night of Easter in the Orthodox
Church. o
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