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and upon those in the tombs bestowing Life!
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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

Tone2 Troparion (Resurrection)
When You descended to death, O Life Immortal, You slew hell with the splendor of Your Godhead.
And when from the depths You raised the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out://
“0 Giver of life, Christ our God, glory to You!”

Tone2 Troparion (Pentecostarion)
The Angel came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb and said: “Myrrh is fitting for the dead;
but Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption! So proclaim: ‘The Lord is risen,//
granting the world great mercy.””

Tone8 Kontakion (Pascha)
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal, You destroyed the power of death.
In victory You arose, O Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,//
granting peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.

Tone 6 Prokeimenon
O Lord, save Your people, / and bless Your inheritance! (Ps. 27:9a)
V. To You, O Lord, will | call. O my God, be not silent to me! (Ps. 27:1a)

The Reading is from the Acts of the Holy Apostles Acts 6:1-7

In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among
them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being
overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the
disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the
word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from
among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this
responsibility over to them and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” This
proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They
presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. So the word of God
spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became
obedient to the faith.

Alleluia and Verses Tone 8

V. O Lord, You have been gracious to Your land; You have turned back the captivity of Jacob. (Ps. 84:1)
V. Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other. (Ps. 84:10)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The reading is from the Gospel according to Mark 15:43-16:8
Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate was
surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the centurion, he asked him if|
Jesus had already died. When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the




body to Joseph. So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in the linen, and
placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was laid. When the Sabbath was over, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint
Jesus’ body. Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the
tomb and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” But
when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As they
entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they
were alarmed. “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified.
He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”” Trembling and
bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, because they
were afraid.

Instead of “it is right in truth”
The angel cried to the Lade Full of Grace. Rejoice, Pure Virgin, Again | say: Rejoice. Your Son is Risen
from His three days in the tomb. With Himself He has raised up all the dead: Rejoice, all peoples.

Irmos: Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, for the Glory of the Lord has shone on you. Exult now and be
glad. O Zion and rejoice, Pure Birth-Giver of God in the Resurrection of Your Son.

Communion Hymn
Receive the Body of Christ; taste the fountain of immortality!
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

s ——
EMORY ETERNAL

PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS
Carl Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary Kurty, David , George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary
Johnson, James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy, Larry Brasko
Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-Melnykovich,
Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky, Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather
Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,. Victims of the war in Ukraine.

PRAYER LIST

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE
Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, O'Meara, Bill Starr, Gene, Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick
Woloschak, Beth Zets, Shirley Duffy, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Jamie Maluk,
Alexandr, Missouri, Jane, Sam, Lorenzo, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco,
Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele (Senediak) Caulder,
= Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O'Leary, Harold Owens, Marianne Carmack, Nicholas Yurchyk,
Pauline Wltkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People

Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.
—————————
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THE PAST MEMBERS OF
ST. MARY’S

SISTERHOOD

1924 - 2026

D | AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE.
WE WHO BELIEVES IN ME WILL LIVE,
a<» 4

" EVEN THOUGH THEY DIE”
JOHN 11:25

S | LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY
ST MARY S SISTERHOOD

STS PETER & PAUL PARISH FAMILY




Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days

SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)

e Sunday, April 26, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 3™ Sunday, of Myrrh-bearing Women (Mk 15:43-16:8)

+ Sunday, May 3, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 4" Sunday, of Paralyzed Man. (Jn 5:1-15)

+ Sunday, May 10, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 5" Sunday, of Samaritan Woman. (Jn 4:5-42)

+ Sunday, May 17, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 6" Sunday of Pascha, of Blind Man. (Jn 9:1-38)

» Saturday, May 23 - from noon to 4PM — Blessing of the Graves at the Cemetery.

+ Sunday, May 24, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy at the Cemetery, 7" Sunday, Ascension of

the Lord. (Lk 24:36-53) Memorial Day. Blessing of the Graves after Liturgy.

+ Sunday, May 31, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 8* Sunday, PENTECOST - Trinity Sunday
(Jn 7:37-52, 8:12)

Pyrohy Schedule i
ORDER BY DATE: WORK DAYS PICK-UP DAY *
May 4 May 5 & 7 May 8 \
May 18 May 19 & 20 (Wed) May 22 ' 9

June 8 June 9 & 11 June 12 %
To Place the Order Please call or text — 234-247-1534, Anna 7

‘e

&</

Upcoming dates & events

Sunday, April 26 — Fellowship by St. Mary's Sisterhood
Sunday, July 12 - Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day

St. Mary's sisterhood Updates:

. 2026 Sisterhood dues - ($10) must be paid by May 1.

. Sisterhood Semi-Annual Flower Fund. The donation will count toward Stewardship
. Sunday, April 26 - Memorial Service for the departed St Mary Sisterhood members.
. Sunday, April 26 — Oath of Office of the newly elected St Mary Sisterhood officers.
. Sunday, April 26 — Fellowship at the hall organized by the Sisterhood.

. Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day - July 12 Organized by the Sisterhood

AN N AW =




ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETTNGS:
e Thank You

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the volunteers who made the

[
/> Special Bingo event possible. We especially __
%%% thank those who worked during bingo night, ~TOWARDS PROSTHETIC

called numbers, sold tickets, welcomed

guests, cooked, baked, prepared food, served,
set up, cleaned, prepared the property, organized donations, coordinated
logistics, donated towards the Raffle Baskets and supported the event in
any way. Through your time, dedication, and generosity, this event will
help support a wounded Ukrainian soldier in obtaining a prosthetic,
offering hope, healing, and a step toward a renewed life. May God bless

each of you for your kindness, sacrifice, and love!
B —=——— = e

e Greeting and Congratulations

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to the newly elected
officers of the St. Mary Sisterhood upon taking their Oath of Office.
May the Lord bless you with wisdom, strength, and unity as you
begin this new chapter of service. Your willingness to lead is a
beautiful witness of faith, love, and dedication to the Church and

its mission. We pray that through your efforts, the Sisterhood will continue to grow in fellowship,
service, and spiritual life, bringing glory to God and support to our parish community. May the
Most Holy Theotokos, the Ever-Virgin Mary, guide and protect you in all that you do. Many Years!
Mnohaya Lita! _

o In Lov1ng Memory

In Loving Memory Today we prayerfully remember the past
members of the St. Mary Sisterhood who have gone before us in
faith. With gratitude, we honor their dedication, sacrifice, and
love for the Church. Through their faithful service, they helped
build and strengthen our parish community, leaving behind a
legacy that continues to inspire us. May the Lord grant rest to
their souls in a place of light, a place of peace, where there is no
sorrow nor suffering, but life everlasting. Memory Eternal! Vichnaya Pamyat!

e Farewell to Ivanna & Thor
Ivanna and Thor, the parents of Pani Mariia, will be returning

home to Ukraine on Thursday, April 30. :
They would like to express their heartfelt gratitude for the warm
welcome, kindness, and the wonderful time they experienced at 0 /_\Q?/‘\

Sts. Peter and Paul Parish in Youngstown, OH.
We wish them a safe journey and God’s blessings as they return
home.




THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
2 Mary Lou Senediak 22 Mark Ames
3 Linda Pupa 23 Michael Crown
5 Mary M. Lane 24 Michael Zemko
8 Karen Semchee 25 Anthony Zomchak
9 Ben Mischey 26 Michael C Demetrius
9 Steven Novicky 27 Peter Anderson
10 Emily Whalen 27 Eileen Maluk

11 Jason Zets
14 Sam Rusnov
18 Joe Buzzelli
19 Anna Blair

28 Michael Ace Maluk
28 Richard Yuschak
28 Samantha Moon

30 Wayne Tiedeman

Dear Parishioners and Friends, WE NEED HELP!
Please offer your time to help at the Bingo kitchen on available dates (?)

BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated Mar 19)

Date Register Server Server
Mon., Apr. 27 Karen Semchee Jeanna Savastano ?
Mon., May 4 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska ?
Mon., May 11 Karen Semchee ? ?
Mon., May 18 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?

Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help — 330-766-0182

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On April 12 On April 19
Easter
General: $ 10,802.00 $ 652.00
Renovation: $ 00.00 $ 236.00
Online Donations on Tithe.ly $ 40.00 $ 00.00
Bulletin Dedication
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)

Sun Apr 5 Sun Apr 12 Sun Apr 19 Sun Apr 26
1. Dedicated Not Available Not Available 1. Dedicated
2. Dedicated 2. Available
Sun May 3 Sun May 10 Sun May 17 Sun May 24 Sun May 31
1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available 1. Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available 2. Available




The Mytrhbearing Women

The Sunday of the Holy Myrrhbearing Women, celebrated
on the second Sunday after Pascha in the Eastern Orthodox
Church, offers a powerful and deeply human reflection on love,
courage, and faithfulness.

On this day, we remember the women who came to the
tomb of our Lord, Jesus Christ, early in the morning, bringing
myrrh to anoint His body. These women—among them Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Salome, and others—did not come with
certainty or understanding. They came with love.

While the disciples were hiding in fear, uncertain and
shaken, the Myrrhbearing Women moved forward despite their
grief and confusion. They did not yet know of the
Resurrection. They expected to find a sealed tomb, guarded
and hopeless. Yet love compelled them to go anyway.

Their journey was not easy. They wondered, “Who will roll
away the stone for us?” (Mark 16:3). This question echoes in our own lives when we are faced with
obstacles that seem too great to overcome. And yet, like these faithful women, we are called not to have
all the answers, but to remain steadfast in love and faith. When they arrived, they found not death, but
life. The stone was rolled away. The tomb was empty. And they became the first witnesses of the
Resurrection—the first to hear the joyful proclamation that Christ is risen.

This moment reminds us that God often reveals His greatest truths not to the powerful or the certain,
but to the faithful and the loving. The Myrrhbearing Women were not apostles in title, but they became
“apostles to the apostles,” carrying the good news to those who would go on to preach it to the world.

Their example challenges us today. In moments of fear, doubt, or sorrow, do we retreat—or do we
move forward in faith? Do we wait for clarity, or do we act out of love? The Myrrhbearing Women teach
us that faith is not always about understanding—it is about devotion. It is about showing up, even when
the path is unclear. It is about trusting that Christ will meet us on the way, and that the stones before us
can be rolled away by His power.

Their witness also reminds us of the quiet, often unseen ways in which faithfulness is lived out. The
Myrrhbearing Women were not seeking recognition or honor. They came in humility, to perform a final
act of love and respect. Yet in that humility, they were granted the greatest revelation. In our own lives,
we may feel that our acts of service are small or unnoticed—but before God, no act of love is ever
insignificant.

We also remember on this day the righteous Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who courageously
cared for the body of Christ. At a time when association with Him could bring danger, they stepped
forward openly, offering what they could—Joseph his tomb, and Nicodemus the burial spices. Their
actions reveal that faith sometimes requires boldness, even when it comes at a cost. Together, these faithful
followers of Christ show us that true discipleship is expressed not only in words, but in actions—in love
that serves, sacrifices, and remains steadfast even in the face of fear.




As we continue in the joy of Pascha, the Myrrhbearing Women call us to live as witnesses of the
Resurrection in our own lives. This means bringing hope where there is despair, light where there is
darkness, and love where there is pain. It means being willing to approach the “tombs” in our own lives—
the places of loss, grief, and uncertainty—with faith that Christ has already gone before us.

May their courage inspire us, their love strengthen us, and their faith guide us as we continue to live

in the light of the Resurrection. Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

“"Be somewhat blind to faults,
and abundantly grateful
for what is good”

Be somewhat
" blind to faults,
and abundantly

grateful for
what is good.

Honoré de Balzac's words—"Be somewhat blind to
faults, and abundantly grateful for what is good"— 7
speak directly to life within a family. No family is |
perfect; each member has weaknesses, habits, and
moments that can easily irritate or disappoint. If
we focus only on those shortcomings, the home -
quickly becomes a place of tension. But when we |
choose to overlook small faults and instead notice
the love, effort, and goodness in one another, the
atmosphere changes. Patience grows, forgiveness
becomes easier, and the home begins to feel like a place of peace raTher than
judgment. This is just as true in the parish family. A church community is made up
of people from different backgrounds, personalities, and levels of spiritual maturity.
It is easy to notice what others are doing wrong, to compare, or to criticize. Yet if
we live by this wisdom, we begin to see differently: we notice the quiet service of a
parishioner, the sincerity of someone's prayer, the sacrifice behind even small acts
of kindness. When gratitude becomes our lens, the parish becomes not a place of
division, but a living body united in love and mutual support. In both the home and
the parish, this way of seeing reflects Christ Himself. He does not ignore our sins,
but He looks upon us with mercy and calls forth the good within us. When we learn
to be "a little blind" to faults and rich in gratitude, we participate in that same love.
We build stronger families, healthier communities, and hearts that are lighter, more
joyful, and more open to God.




BN Effectzv

SDIET=
- for the Soul » JZ_

Replace salty offenses
with sweet memories
of good moments.

e
S

Each day, take in
at least one portion
of sincere gratitude.

faith, hope, and love
to every day.

&
Add a small measure of 5
D o

\VJ

Let go of the heavy
food of judgment \ I ,
and complaints.

Regularly “snack” on . .
inspiration and - ﬁ\-
good deeds.

Always carry a suppty of patience,
so you don’t grow weary
from disappointment.

Before sleep, instead of & v
unhealthy “snacks,” savor . ¥ e
warm, heartfelt prayers.

&

This “diet” will not only heal the soul,
but also bring a true sense of
lightness and joy.

~ -
- ~
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SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARERS |

A wealthy man died, apparently without leaving a will.
Consequently, according to law, the estate was to be
divided among the several surviving cousins who were the
next of kin. Also as prescribed by law, the deceased's
household goods and other items of personal property
were to be converted into cash in a public auction. During
the sale, the auctioneer held up a framed photograph,
but no one bid on it, including the cousins. Later, a woman

approached the auctioneer and asked him if she might purchase The pacTure for' a dollar‘ whtch

was all she had. She said it was a photograph of the deceased's man only son. She went on to
relate that she had been a servant in the deceased's household when the boy lost his life trying
to rescue a drowning person, and that she had loved him very much. The auctioneer accepted the
dollar and the woman went home and placed the photograph on a table beside her bed. It was
then that she noticed a bulge in the back of the frame. She undid the backing and there, to her
amazement, was the rich man's will. The instructions in the will were simple: "I give and bequeath
all my possessions to the person who cares enough for my son to cherish this photograph”.

In today's Gospel we hear of three women who were approaching the tomb of their Master,
their Teacher and their Friend. Their hearts were heavy and their steps labored. How could this
have happened? It was only days before that they were with Him as He taught and preached. No
person had ever preached as He did; no one performed the great miracles that He accomplished.
Surely He was the One; the Son of God, the Messiah!

All their hopes and dreams were shattered when He was arrested, condemned to the Cross
and hurriedly buried by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus. They knew in their hearts that He
deserved a proper burial. Early in the morning on Sunday they went and purchased the proper
spices. Now they journeyed to the tomb to accomplish this task out of love for their Master,
their Teacher, and their Friend.

All of a sudden, reality struck. Who was going to roll away the great stone that blocked the
entrance of the fomb for them to be able to gain access? Others may have stopped at this point
and either considered this to be a lost cause or at best, to return home and enlist the help of
others in removing the stone. But this problem did not stop them from continuing on to the Tomb.
True love has its way of overcoming any obstacle that is placed before it.

Perhaps that is our problem today. We no longer look with love towards the Son of God and
understand the great sacrifice He made for each and every one of us. We no longer look to the
relationship between Jesus and His Father and the great love they want to share with us. We
too have many obstacles in our lives that keep us away from a closer relationship with them. We
look at Holy Orthodoxy and see it only as a religion: a series of positives and negatives - laws
that can be kept or circumvented - at the pleasure of its participants. These rules and regulations
become a stumbling block, a great stone barrier, for us as we live our complicated daily lives.

12



If we look at and see Holy Orthodoxy as a mere religion we have honestly failed to understand
the teachings of our Master, our Teacher and our Friend. Holy Orthodoxy is not a series of
positives and negatives - it is a way of lifel And this way of life is based on true love - not a warm
and fuzzy feeling about Jesus, but a real commitment to the message of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. It was this great love that gave the Myrrh-bearers the courage to continue to the
tomb even with the problem of rolling away the great stone. As a result of this love for Him,
these same women were the first to hear the glorious news from the Angel of the Lord, "Do not
be afraid. You are seeking Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified. He is not here. He is Risen!”

Always remember that Holy Orthodoxy is not a spectator sport. We all participate in the
salvific events of our Lord. This is where we meet the Lord - our Way, our Truth and our Life.
It was only a few Fridays before that you and I took the Body of our Master, our Teacher and
our Friend and carried it around the Church and placed it in the Tomb. We too, early in the
morning on “the first day of the week", came to the Church to find the empty fomb and hear the
beautiful words of the Angel: "Christ is Risen from the Dead, conquering Death by death, and to

those in the tombs He granted The Case of the Empty Tomb

. "
lifel Early on the first day of the week, while it was still
We hear the words of our dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that
. . the stone had been removed from the entrance.
!‘_or'd and Savml"', Jesus Christ John 20:1 (NIV)
..the Father Himself loves you gaced on John 20:1-18 (N1V)
because you have loved Me and

have believed that I came forth

from the Father." (John 16:27) GARDBBBELTIEVEDX
Let us be modern day Myrrh- AlIAEORBURIALMGH
bearers or witnesses to the fact UETWMDNLTINENAYK
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son HRQTK S TIRIPSRY?3J
of the living God Who came into BGARFKYVYLRHIGQYRE
the world to redeem us. In ONANKILECECLOTHYN
thanksgiving for all the gifts FDILGDORDXDAYQW
that we have received, let us I GIABEGRYPVZVPW
with faith and love proclaim our RDFMMALNDTIKRTILS
commitment to our Savior by S FOYEDGSNVYNHWYVX
living the lives of "Resurrected TTOYNKYYKDKGNS Z
People” and shouting out in all MYKLSIMVOEONRTYV
confidence: "Christ is Risen" MGIYDXVIEBGWIOFTF
"Indeed He is Risen!" PKPZVEMWFLOESNW
Y BRI IEDRMEQYVEIEVY
Protopresbyter Stephen Hutnick

Sts.peterand Paul Curch, | Gine  Sr o oo oo

Wilmington DE RISE REMOVED TOMB FOLDED MARY

BELIEVED LINEN DAY DARK CLOTH

13



Reflections:

Almsgiving is the wing of prayer. If you do
not give wings to your prayer, it will not fly; but
when the soul is winged, it quickly soars to
heaven. | do not tell you to become poor, but to
spend your surplus on the poor, so that your
surplus may become for you a foundation of
salvation. Do you not see many poor people along
the road? Why do they remain sick and naked?
One is very young, another very old; one leans on another, and their suffering is great.
Therefore, give to your neighbor, so that you may have the Lord as your debtor—He for
whom itis pleasing to be in debt and who repays the principal with “interest.” “Interest”
in worldly matters is a crime, but with regard to God, it is praise. Do you not give to the
poor? Then pay attention to the One who asks through them, and be ashamed before
the dignity of the One who receives. The poor receive, but God takes it as a loan. Reflect
on how your Lord has humbled Himself in order to incline you not to be cruel and
inhuman.

It’s a profound truth that the deepest lessons
often emerge not in times of triumph, but in the

shadows of Misfortune. When everything goes
smoothly, we often cruise along without
introspection. But when we stumble or suffer, the
cross we bear forces us to stop and reflect. These
struggles strip away illusions of self-sufficiency and
remind us of our dependence on God’s grace.
Through these challenges, we also learn to
understand others more deeply. When we’ve walked through pain, we are far less likely
to judge others’ struggles, knowing how unseen burdens weigh on hearts. Misfortune
teaches empathy, and empathy draws us closer to the divine image in every person.
Ultimately, these moments of brokenness become the crucible of spiritual growth. We
realize that success can breed complacency, but adversity invites us to lean on God. In
trusting Him amid hardship, we grow in humility, self-awareness, and faith—emerging
with a deeper, more enduring understanding of God’s purpose for us.

14



Orthodox Christianity 101

Post-Easter Sundays

Saint Thomas Sunday: Antipascha

Every day during the week of Easter, called Bright Week by the Church, the paschal
services are celebrated in all their splendor. The Easter baptismal procession is repeated
daily. The royal gates of the sanctuary remain open. The joy of the Resurrection and the
gift of the Kingdom of eternal life continue to abound. Then, at the end of the week, on
Saturday evening, the second Sunday after Easter is celebrated in remembrance of the
appearance of Christ to the Apostle Thomas “after eight days” (Jn 20.26).

It is important to note that the number eight has symbolical significance in both Jewish and Christian spiritual
tradition. It signifies more than completion and fullness; it signifies the Kingdom of God and the life of the world
to come since seven is the number of earthly time. The sabbath, the seventh day, is the blessed day of rest in
this world, the final day of the week. The “first day of the week,” the day “after Sabbath”; stressed in all of the
gospels as the day of Christ's Resurrection (Mk 16.1, Mt 28.1, Lk 24.1, Jn 20.1, 19), is therefore also “the eighth
day,” the day beyond the confines of this world, the day which stands for the life of the world to come, the day of
the eternal rest of the Kingdom of God (see Heb 4).

The Sunday after Easter, called the Second Sunday, is thus the eighth day of the paschal celebration, the last
day of Bright Week. It is therefore called the Antipascha, and it was only on this day in the early church that the
newly-baptized Christians removed their robes and entered once again into the life of this world.

In the Church services the stress is on the Apostle Thomas'’ vision of Christ and the significance of the day comes
to us in the words of the gospel: Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see My hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in My side; do not be faithless, but believing.” Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my
God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen Me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet believe” . We have not seen Christ with our physical eyes nor touched His risen body with our physical
hands, yet in the Holy Spirit we have seen and touched and tasted the Word of Life, and so we believe.

At each of the daily services until Ascension Day we sing the Easter Troparion. At each of the Sunday services
beginning with Antipascha, we sing the Easter canon and hymns, and repeat the celebration of the “first day of
the week” on which Christ rose from the dead. At all of the liturgies the epistle readings are taken from the Book
of Acts telling us of the first Christians who lived in communion with the Risen Lord. All of the gospel readings are
taken from the Gospel of Saint John, considered by many to be a gospel written particularly for those who are
newly-baptized into the new life of the Kingdom of God through death and new birth in Christ, in the name of the
Holy Trinity. The reason for this opinion is that all of the “signs”-as the miracles in Saint John’s Gospel are called-
deal with sacramental themes involving water: wine and bread. Thus, each of the Sundays after Thomas Sunday
with the exception of the third, is dedicated to the memory of one of these “signs.”

The Myrrhbearing Women

The third Sunday after Pascha is dedicated to the myrrhbearing women who cared for the body of the Saviour at
his death and who were the first witnesses of His Resurrection. The three troparia of Holy Friday are sung once
again and from the theme of the day: The noble Joseph, when he had taken down Thy most pure body from the
Tree, wrapped it in fine linen and anointed it with spices, and placed it in a new tomb.

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. The
angel came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb and said: Myrrh is fitting for the dead, but Christ has shown
Himself a stranger to corruption! So proclaim: The Lord is risen, granting the world great mercy.

————— e —
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