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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of Your
Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: “Death is
overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 8 Troparion (Midfeast)
In the middle of the feast, O Savior, fill my thirsting soul with the waters of piety, as You
cried to all: “If anyone thirst, let him come to Me and drink!”// O Christ God, Fountain of
our life, glory to You!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)
The Samaritan Woman came to the well in faith; she saw You, the Water of wisdom and
drank abundantly.// She inherited the Kingdom on high, and is ever glorified!

Tone 4 Kontakion (Midfeast)
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all in the midst of the feast of the Law:
“Come and draw the water of immortality!” We fall before You and faithfully cry:// “Grant
us Your mercies, for You are the Fountain of our life!”

Tone 3 Prokeimenon
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
V. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! (Ps. 46:1)

The Reading is from the Acts of the Holy Apostles Acts 11:19-26, 29-30

Now those who were scattered after the persecution that arose over Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to no one but
the Jews only. But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they
had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand
of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. Then
news of these things came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out
Barnabas to go as far as Antioch. When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and
encouraged them all that with purpose of heart they should continue with the Lord. For he was a
good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. Then
Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek Saul. And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.
So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And
the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch. Then the disciples, each according to his ability,
determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. This they also did, and sent it to the
elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Alleluia and Verses Tone 8

O Lord,You have been gracious to Your land; You have turned back the captivity of Jacob.
Mercy and truth are met together, righteousness and peace have kissed each other.




The reading is from the Gospel according to St. John 4:5-42
So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus therefore, being
wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman
of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For His disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to Him,
“How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews
have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,” you would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep.
Where then do You get that living water? Are You greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the
well, and drank from it himself, as well as his sons and his livestock?” Jesus answered and said to her,
“Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him
will never thirst. But the water that | shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing
up into everlasting life.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, that | may not thirst, nor
come here to draw.” Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered
and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,” for you
have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in that you spoke
truly.” The woman said to Him, “Sir, | perceive that You are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this
mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.” Jesus said
to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for
salvation is of the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is
coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “l who
speak to you am He.” And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled that He talked with a
woman; yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?” The woman then
left her waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, Come, see a Man who told me all
things that | ever did. Could this be the Christ? Then they went out of the city and came to Him. In
the meantime His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi, eat.” But He said to them, “I have food to eat
of which you do not know.” Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him
anything to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His
work. Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? Behold, | say to you,
lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest! And he who reaps
receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice
together. For in this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ | sent you to reap that for which
you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their labors.” And many of the
Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, “He told me
all that | ever did.” So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and
He stayed there two days. And many more believed because of His own word. Then they said to the
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woman, “Now we believe, not because of what you said, for we ourselves have heard Him and we
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.”
Instead of “it is right in truth” - The angel cried ...

Irmos: Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, ...

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

—

EMORY ETERNAL

PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS
Nicholas Yurchyk, George Demetrios, Carl Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary Kurty, David ,
George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary Johnson, James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy,
Larry Brasko
Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-Melnykovich, Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky,
Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,.
Victims of the war in Ukraine.

PRAYER LIST

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE
Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Isaiah, O'Meara, Bill Starr, Gene, Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick
Woloschak, Beth Zets, Shirley Duffy, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Jamie Maluk,
Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav,
Lori Hayda, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Marianne Carmack, Pauline Witkowsky,
Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People

Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.

THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1 Nancy Tipple 13 Patricia Mogish
1 L P Villers 15 Steven Telischak
2 Anna Anderson 16 Richard Rappach
2 Trene Maizel 16 Michael Sernulka
3 John Septon 16 Katherine Anderson
7 Howard Ulbricht 19 Fr. Andy Gall
7 Julia Senediak 22 Fr. Mykola Zomchak
APRIL - MAY ANNIVERSARIES 9 Zenon Walkowiec 24 Eryna Sanetrick
- - 9 Andrew Betts 28 Stephanie Rimedio
April 24, 1999 - Mike & Darlene Moon 10 Michael Walkowiec 28 Gregory Senediak
May 1, 1993 — Steven & Elaine Majetich 10 David Nichols 29 Isaiah Matthew
May 4 — Bernie & Katie Rogenski's 13 Douglas Dobransky 30 Ken Senediak




SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)

 Sunday, May 10, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 5" Sunday, of Samaritan Woman. (Jn 4:5-42)

+ Sunday, May 17, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 6" Sunday of Pascha, of Blind Man. (Jn 9:1-38)

* Saturday, May 23 - from noon to 4PM — Blessing of the Graves at the Cemetery.

+ Sunday, May 24, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy at the Cemetery, 7" Sunday, Ascension of

the Lord. (Lk 24:36-53) Memorial Day. Blessing of the Graves after Liturgy.

+ Sunday, May 31, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 8" Sunday, PENTECOST - Trinity Sunday
(Jn 7:37-52, 8:12)

Pyrohy Schedule »
ORDER BY DATE: WORK DAYS PICK-UP DAY >
May 18 May 19 & 20 (Wed) May 22 R
June 8 June 9 & 11 June 12
To Place the Order Please call or text — 234-247-1534, Anna L
Ukrainian Dinner Cooking Schedule {"

Tuesday, May 12 at 10:00 am begin cabbage leaves and sauté onions i
Thursday, May 14 at 10:00 finish leaves and begin cooking cabbage for halushki
Friday, May 15 at 9:00 roll stuffed cabbages and finish halushki
Saturday, May 16 at 9:30am prep for dinner.
We will need plenty of help at the preparation (the days above)
and serving (Sat May 16 1-4pm)

Upcoming dates & events

» Saturday, May 16 — Ukrainian Dinner 1 to 4 pm — NEED HELP! 234-247-1534
* Thursday, May 21 — Parish Board Meeting at 7pm
* Sunday, July 12 - Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day

St. Mary's sisterhood Updates:
2026 Sisterhood dues - ($10) must be paid by May 1.
May 16 — Saturday — Meeting/Social Luncheon —11:30am — Location: Eat-n-Park
June 7 — Event planning meeting following Church
Fellowship on the Sts Peter & Paul Parish Feast Day - July 12. Organized by Sisterhood
July 18 — Christmas Party
September 12 Saturday — Meeting/Social Luncheon —11:30am — Location: TBD
October 4 — Breast cancer awareness and fellowship
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Bulletin Dedication

(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)

Sun May 3 Sun May 10 Sun May 17 Sun May 24 Sun May 31
1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated Not Available 1. Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Dedicated 2. Available
Sun June 7 Sun June 14 Sun June 21 Sun June 28

1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available

2. Available 2. Available 2. Available

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On April 26 On May 3
General: $ 2790.00 $ 1479.00
Renovation: $ 106.00 $ 142.00

Dear Parishioners and Friends, WE NEED HELP!
Please offer your time to help at the Bingo kitchen on available dates (?)

BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated May 9)

Date Register Server Server
Mon., May 4 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska Paula Hudock
Mon., May 11 Karen Semchee ? ?

Mon., May 18 Crystal Walkowiec Carla Rogenski ?
Mon., May 25 MEMORIAL DAY - NO BINGO

Mon., June 1 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska ?
Mon., June 8 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?
Mon., June 15 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?
Mon., June 22 ? ? ?

Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help — 330-766-0182

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETTNGS:

. Picture taking

We will be taking a group picture of all Super Bingo volunteers at the
Mother’s Day Breakfast.

Please plan to stay after breakfast so we can gather everyone together and
capture this special moment of appreciation for your hard work and
dedication.




e Mother’s Day Breakfast

Our Parish Brotherhood will be preparing a special breakfast in
honor of Mother’s Day. All are warmly invited to join us as we
celebrate and give thanks for our mothers on Sunday, May 10.
We also invite everyone to bring a photo of your mother (living or
departed), so that we may honor them together in a meaningful way.
All are welcome—please come and celebrate with us!

——

 Reposed in the Lord +
Nicholas Yurchyk, 99, passed away Monday, May 4, 2026

- Family and friends may gather to pay their respects from 5 to 7 pm Thursday, May 14,
at Kinnick Funeral Home, 477 N. Meridian Rd. Panahyda will be served at 6pm.

- Funeral Service - 11 am Friday, May 15, at Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church.
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Nicholas Yurchyk - Obituary

GIRARD — Nicholas Yurchyk, 99, passed away unexpectedly
Monday, May 4, 2026, at his home while tending to the
garden he loved so dearly.
Nicholas was born Dec. 20, 1926, in Youngstown, a son of
the late Roman and Julia (Bekish) Yurchyk, and was a lifelong
area resident. He was a 1944 graduate of Chaney High
School.
I A proud son of Ukrainian immigrants, Nick carried a deep
| love for his faith, heritage and community throughout his life.
il j He was a lifelong member of Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian
" Orthodox Church, where he sang bass in the choir for many
il years and was honored in recent years as the parish’s oldest
H _ living member.

Nick was best known as the longtime owner of Vogue
Jewelers in downtown Youngstown, a business he proudly operated for more than 70 years. A
talented watchmaker and skilled craftsman, he often said he spent his life “staring into the face
of time.” Beyond jewelry repair, Nick became well known throughout the Ukrainian community
for helping families send packages and supplies overseas during the Cold War years. He also
worked as an outside sales representative for PanAtlas Travel Agency, a role that reflected his
love of people and travel.
Nick proudly served his country during the Korean War with the 101st Airborne Division before
receiving a hardship discharge to return home and care for his mother.
Nick married the former Rose Gyurek on Aug. 16, 1958, and together they shared nearly 53 loving
years of marriage until her passing May 11, 2011. Together they enjoyed traveling, working at the
Canfield Fair with their food concession stand and spending time at their cabin in Canada.
Nick was a man of many interests and talents. He loved antique clocks and pocket watches,
singing old songs, watching sports, restoring classic cars and organic gardening. Gardening,
especially growing garlic, became one of his greatest passions, and over the years he earned 45
first-place ribbons at the Canfield Fair for his garlic and vegetable entries.
He was also a proud member of the Scottish Rite for 15 years and the New York Rite for 71 years
and was believed to be the oldest living New York Rite member in the state of Ohio. Through his
business, travels and organizations, Nick formed countless treasured friendships over the years.
He especially enjoyed sharing meals and companionship with his dear friend and “sidekick,”
Millie.
Above all, Nick treasured his family, friends, church and Ukrainian heritage. He will be
remembered for his strong work ethic, generosity, storytelling and remarkable memory of the
life and times he experienced.
Nick leaves to forever cherish his memory several nieces, nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews
and many dear friends, especially his wonderful “sidekick,” Millie.
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In addition to his wife and parents, Nicholas was preceded in death by his two brothers, John
Yurchyk and Charles Yurchyk; and his sister, Mary Gula.

Family and friends may call from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 14, 2026, at Kinnick Funeral Home,
477 N. Meridian Rd., Youngstown where a Panahyda will be served at 6pm. and a Masonic service
will be held at 6:45 p.m.

Family and friends may gather to pay respects from 10:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, May 15, 2026, at Sts.
Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 1025 N. Belle Vista Ave., Youngstown, where a funeral
liturgy will be celebrated at 11 a.m.

Interment will follow at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Cemetery, where Nick will be laid to rest beside
his beloved wife.

The parishioners of Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Parish express
their sincere sympathy to the family and friends.
May his Memory be Eternal!

The Liturgy without
Holy Communion

The Liturgy without Holy Communion...

It can slowly become like a road we walk without
reaching its destination. Like standing near a warm
fire, yet never stepping close enough to feel its
warmth.

We come to church. We pray, listen, make the sign of
the cross. And all of this is good and holy.

But in the Divine Liturgy, there is also a quiet
invitation from Christ Himself — not only to hear
about Him, but to receive Him. Not only to remember
Him, but to be united with Him.

Because the Lord did not only say, “Listen to Me.”

He also said, “Take, eat...”

He gave us not merely words or teachings, but His very Self.

Sometimes, without even realizing it, we can become accustomed to standing at a distance.
Not because we do not believe, and not because we do not love God, but because life
becomes heavy, routine, distracting. And over time, the hunger of the soul grows quiet.
Many people feel unworthy to approach Holy Communion. And in truth, all of us are
unworthy on our own. Yet Christ, knowing our weakness, still invites us. Holy Communion is
not only for the strong or the perfect — it is strength for the weak, healing for the wounded,
nourishment for the soul that longs for God.

The Liturgy is more than attending a service. It is an encounter. It is an invitation into
communion with Christ.

And perhaps the question is not simply, “Am | worthy?”

But gently and honestly: “Do | desire to draw closer to Him?”

Because Christ continues to give Himself in love.

And with humility and repentance, we are invited not only to look on — but to receive.

11



The Samaritan Woman at the Well

The Sunday of the Samaritan Woman, commemarated on the fifth
Sunday after Pascha in the Eastern Orthodox Church, invites us
to reflect on spiritual thirst, repentance, and the transforming
power of encountering Christ. This Gospel passage, taken from
the fourth chapter of the Gospel according to Saint John, reveals
the deep love of God for every person and reminds us that no
soul is forgotten, no life beyond redemption, and no heart too
wounded to be renewed by His grace.

(n this day, we remember the meeting between our Lord Jesus
Christ and the Samaritan woman at Jacob's Well. Christ, weary
from His journey, sat by the well at about the sixth hour. When
the woman came to draw water, He spoke to her with unexpected
kindness, saying: “Give Me a drink” (John 4:7). At first, this may seem like a simple request, yet it carries
profound meaning. The Creator of all creation asks water from one who herself is spiritually thirsty. In this
moment, Christ begins not with condemnation, but with conversation—not with judgment, but with
compassian.

The Samaritan woman was surprised that Jesus spoke to her at all. Jews and Samaritans avoided one
another, and in those times, it was uncommon for a man to publicly speak alone with a woman. Yet Christ
breaks through every barrier—ethnic, social, and spiritual—to reach her heart. God does not see people
according to worldly divisions. He sees the soul, the pain hidden within it, and the longing for truth that often
remains buried beneath years of disappointment and sin.

As their conversation continues, Christ says to her: "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, but
whoever drinks of the water that | shall give him will never thirst” (John 4:13-14). These words reveal a
deeper reality. Human beings often search for fulfillment in temporary things—possessions, pleasures,
recognition, or comfort—yet the soul remains restless apart from God. We try to satisfy eternal thirst with
earthly water, but only Christ can fill the emptiness within the human heart. The “living water” He offers is
the grace of the Holy Spirit, the life of God dwelling within us, renewing and sustaining us eternally.

The woman, still thinking in earthly terms, asks for this water so she would no longer need to come and
draw from the well. But Christ gently leads her deeper, bringing to light the wounds and struggles of her
life. He tells her: "You have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is nat your husband” (John
4:18). Remarkably, He does not expose her to shame her, but to heal her. Christ reveals the truth with mercy.
He touches the hidden places of her heart not to condemn, but to restore.
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How often do we hide behind appearances while carrying burdens deep within us? Many people come to
church outwardly smiling while inwardly exhausted, wounded, lonely, or struggling with guilt and regret. Like
the Samaritan woman, we may search for happiness in places that ultimately leave us empty. Yet Christ
waits for us patiently at the well of our life. He speaks gently to the conscience, calling us not into despair,
but into transformation. The Lord already knows our past, our failures, and our weaknesses, and still He
speaks to us with love.

As the woman begins to understand whao Christ truly is, her heart changes. The conversation that began
with ordinary water becomes a revelation of the Messiah Himself. Christ tells her plainly: “| who speak to
you am He" (John 4:26). This moment becomes a turning point in her life. She leaves behind her water jar—
the very reason she came to the well—and runs into the city to tell others: “Come, see a Man who told me
all things that | ever did. Could this be the Christ?" (John 4:29).

The abandoned water jar carries deep spiritual symbalism. The woman leaves behind her old life, her former
priorities, and the emptiness she once carried. Having encountered Christ, she no longer thirsts in the same
way. The one who once came to the well alone and ashamed now becomes a witness to the people around
her. Tradition tells us that this Samaritan woman later became Saint Photini, Equal-to-the-Apostles, boldly
proclaiming Christ even to the point of martyrdom. The woman who once hid from others became a radiant
bearer of the Gospel.

This Gospel challenges each of us to ask an important question: What am | truly thirsting for? Beneath our
daily concerns and responsibilities lies a deeper longing—the longing for peace, meaning, forgiveness, and
communion with God. Many people today feel spiritually dry and exhausted, carrying anxieties,
disappointments, and fears that no earthly comfort can remove. Yet Christ continues to stand before
humanity offering the same living water that He offered at Jacob's Well. He alone can heal the heart and
give lasting peace.

The story of the Samaritan woman also reminds us of the importance of seeing others with compassion
rather than judgment. Society may have |looked down upon her, yet Christ saw her potential for holiness. He
saw not only what she had been, but what she could become through grace. We too are called to look beyond
people’s past mistakes and outward appearances. Every person we meet carries hidden struggles, unseen
wounds, and a soul deeply loved by God.

As we continue to celebrate the joy of Pascha, this Gospel proclaims the victory of Christ not only over
death, but over despair, shame, division, and sin. The risen Lord continues to seek out the lost, to heal the
brokenhearted, and to call every person into newness of life. No matter how far we may feel from God,
Christ still waits patiently for us at the well, ready to fill our hearts with the living water of His grace.

May we open our hearts to His voice, drink deeply from the eternal water He offers, and become witnesses
of His love in the world. Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

S
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Reflections:

__ § : \\ // Thoughts are like seeds that a person sows into their own
o A heart every single day.
b\x\\\\\\ //// And with time, those seeds grow into something—either
== peace or anxiety, light or darkness. A person gradually
becomes like the things with which they constantly fill their
soul. If the heart lives endlessly in fear, judgment, jealousy,
resentment, or bitterness, it slowly becomes exhausted and
: loses the ability to rejoice in life. Negative thoughts may

seem small atflrst but over time they take root deeply within us, shaping our outlook, our words,
and even the way we treat other people. But when a person learns to notice goodness, to thank
God even for small blessings, to think with love, hope, and mercy, something entirely different
begins to grow inside. The soul becomes calmer. The heart becomes softer. Even in difficult
moments, there remains an inner strength that darkness cannot easily destroy.
This does not mean pretending that pain does not exist or denying life’s struggles. Every person
carries burdens, wounds, disappointments, and seasons of sorrow. True faith is not about
ignoring suffering—it is about refusing to let suffering take possession of the soul. It is choosing
not to allow darkness to make a permanent home within the heart. Think about what is good.
Speak about what is good. Pray for what is good.
Because light does not begin somewhere far away—it begins quietly within the thoughts of a
person. The way we think eventually shapes the way we live, the way we love, and the kind of
peace we carry within ourselves.
And a heart that learns to guard bright and faithful thoughts, even in the middle of storms,
remains alive, warm, and full of hope

you slip from His hands. A person sees only a small part of \\\\
their journey—individual events, losses, delays, painful turns \ \ \
along the way. But the Lord sees everything as a whole. He \

knows what the soul must go through in order to learn how to
love, to trust, and to remain alive and full of light.

Very often, what once seemed like punishment or injustice is
later revealed to have been a great mercy. Through
difficulties, God deepens the heart. Through trials, He teaches us how to pray. Through losses,
He reminds us that our true foundation is found only in Him.

And little by little, a person begins to realize: they were never abandoned in any of their storms.
Eveninthe hardestdays, the Lord was invisibly carrying them forward—protecting them, guiding
them, not allowing them to completely fall. This is how God shapes the soul—not for temporary
comfort, but for eternity. For true strength. For an inner beauty that no pain in this world can
destroy. So do not be afraid of your journey. In God’s hands, even wounds can become doors
through which light enters the soul.

A
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Orthodox Christianity 101

Post-Easter Sundays (Continuation)
The Paralytic

The fourth Sunday is dedicated to Christ's healing of the paralytic (Jn 5). The man is
healed by Christ while waiting to be put down into the pool of water. Through baptism in
the church we, too, are healed and saved by Christ for eternal life. Thus, in the church,
we are told, together with the paralytic, “to sin no more that nothing worse befall you”
(Jn5.14).

The Feast of Mid-Pentecost

In the middle of this fourth week, the middle day between Easter and Pentecost is solemnly celebrated. It is called
the feast of Mid-Pentecost, at which Christ, “in the middle of the feast” teaches men of his saving mission and
offers to all “the waters of immortality” (Jn 7.14). Again we are reminded of the Master’s presence and his saving
promise: “If anyone is thirsty let him come to Me and drink” (Jn 7.37). We think also once again of our death and
resurrection with Christ in our baptism, and our reception of the Holy Spirit from him in our chrismation. We “look
back to one, and anticipate the other” as one of the hymns of the feast puts it. We know that we belong to that
kingdom of the Risen Christ where “the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who is thirsty come, let him
who desires take the water of life without price” (Rev 22.17; Is 55.1).

In the middle of the feast, O Saviour, fill my thirsting soul with the waters of godliness, as Thou didst cry unto all:
If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink! O Christ God, Fountain of life, glory to Thee! (Troparion).
Christ God, the Creator and Master of all, cried to all in the midst of the feast of the law: Come and drink the water
of immortality! We fall before Thee and faithfully cry: Grant us Thy bounties, for Thou art the Fountain of our
life! (Kontakion).

The Samaritan Woman

The fifth Sunday after Easter deals with the woman of Samaria with whom Christ spoke at Jacob’s Well (Jn 4).
Again the theme is the “living water” and the recognition of Jesus as God’s Messiah (Jn 4.10-11; 25-26). We are
reminded of our new life in Him, of our own drinking of the “living water,” of our own true worship of God in the
Christian messianic age “in Spirit and in Truth” (Jn 4.23-24). We see as well that salvation is offered to all: Jews
and Gentiles, men and women, saints and sinners.

The Blind Man

The sixth Sunday commemorates the healing of the man blind from birth (Jn 9). We are identified with that man
who came to see and to believe in Jesus as the Son of God. The Lord has anointed our eyes with his own divine
hands and washed them with the waters of our baptism (Jn 9.6-11).

Jesus used clay of spittle and told the man to wash in the waters of Siloam. He did so because it was the Sabbath
day on which spitting, clay-making and washing were strictly forbidden. By breaking these ritual laws of the Jews,
Jesus showed that He is indeed the Lord of the Sabbath, and, as such, that He is equal to God the Father Who
alone, according to Jewish tradition, works on the Sabbath day in running His world.

There is scandal over the healing of the blind man on the Sabbath day. He is separated from the synagogue
because of his faith in Christ. The entire Church follows this man in his fate, knowing that it is those who do not
see Jesus as the Lord who are really blind and still in their sins (Jn 9.41). The others have the light of life and can
see and know the Son of God, for “you have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you” (Jn 9.37).

I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to Thee in repentance: Thou art the most
radiant Light of those in darkness! (Kontakion)

——
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Happy Mother’s Day

As we celebrate Mother’s Day, we give thanks to God for

one of His greatest blessings in our lives — mothers. Their /‘f (/[
love, sacrifice, patience, and care often cannot be ” 5 ‘ "6!/2/27/0!—— :@\
measured or fully described. A mother’s work does not A\,\ <7 W

. T i ( Zég 3 'y >\
end after a certain number of hours, nor is it limited to . (MO 4 P N

one task or title. In many ways, a mother becomes ol ( s
everything her family needs her to be. i, ;zf '- ; Q/)@%J ,}5 ~
There is a beautiful story told about an angel in Heaven : < - { b 4
who was learning about the different professions and L
callings of people living on earth.The angel pulled out a 7

large binder filled with descriptions of people and their 5
jobs. As the angel turned the pages, one descriptionread, *#
“Electrician.” Another said, “Cook.” Another: “Plumber.”

As the angel continued turning the pages, one page for .
one person was completely filled with the job descriptions: “Teacher”, “Mechanic,” “Driver,”
“Doctor,” “Nurse,” “Counselor,” “Therapist,” “Housekeeper,” “Babysitter,” “Dietitian,” “Tutor,”
“Cook”, “Financial Planner,” “Tailor,” “Gardener,” “Referee,” “Coach,” “Event Planner,”
“Mediator,” “Protector,” “Cheerleader,” “Listener,” and many others — all of those descriptions
were written together under one person’s name!

The angel looked with amazement and asked, “Who could possibly do all of these things?”
And the answer came: “That is a mother.”

What a beautiful reminder of the calling of motherhood. A mother teaches her children how to
live, comforts them in pain, rejoices in their successes, sacrifices for their needs, and prays for
them every single day. Even when she is tired, she continues to give from her heart because her
love is stronger than exhaustion.

A mother often carries burdens quietly that nobody else sees. She worries about her children
even after they grow older. She celebrates their joys as if they were her own and feels their pain
deeply in her heart. Her hands may become tired, but her care and concern never seem to end.

Many of us can look back and remember moments when a mother’s words encouraged us, her
prayers protected us, or her sacrifices gave us opportunities we otherwise would never have
had. The love of a mother reflects the love and compassion that God pours into this world
through caring hearts.

Today we honor and thank all mothers — those with us today, those watching from afar, and
those we remember in prayer. May God bless every mother with strength, peace, health, and joy
for the countless ways they bless the lives of others. And may we never forget that behind so
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