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Christ is Risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and upon those in the tombs
bestowing Life!

———— == —

In Memory of
Chrystia Prychodczenko - buis

In Memory of
Michael Prychodczenko - buls
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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit,
born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh,
to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection.

Tone 4 Kontakion (Pentecostarion)
| come to You, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to You in
repentance:// “You are the most radiant Light of those in darkness.”

Tone 8 Kontakion (Pascha)
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal, You destroyed the power of death. In victory
You arose, O Christ God, proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,// granting
peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection n the fallen.

Tone 8 Prokeimenon
Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!
V. In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.

The Reading is from the Acts of the Holy Apostles Acts 16:16-34
Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a
spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-
telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the
servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.” And this
she did for many days. But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I
command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And he came out
that very hour. But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities. And they brought them to
the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to receive or observe.” Then the multitude
rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them
to be beaten with rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into
prison, commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having received such a charge, he put them
into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul and Silas were
praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was
a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking
from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword
and was about to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, “Do yourself no harm, for
we are all here.” Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.
And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?” So they said, “Believe on




the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night
and washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. Now when he
had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in
God with all his household.
Alleluia Tone 8
V. Look upon me and have mercy on me!
V. Guide my steps according to Your word!
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. John 9:1-38

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth. And His disciples
asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the
works of God should be revealed in him. | must work the works of Him who sent
Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work. As long as | am in
the world, | am the light of the world.” When He had said these things, He spat on
the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with the
clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”. So he went and washed, and came
back seeing. Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said,
“Is not this he who sat and begged?” Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.” He
said, “l am he.” Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered and
said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam and wash.’ So | went and washed, and | received sight.” Then they said to him, “Where is
He?” He said, “l do not know.” They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now
it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also asked
him again how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and | washed,
and | see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from God, because He does
not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” And there
was a division among them. They said to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him
because He opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not believe
concerning him, that he had been blind and received his sight, until
they called the parents of him who had received his sight. And they
asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” His parents answered them and said,
“We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by P
what means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes A, -
we do not know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for himself.” His -&;'\\
parents said these things because they feared the Jews, for the Jews t 1 \/“
had agreed already that if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he ){
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would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” So they
again called the man who was blind, and said to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this
Man is a sinner.” He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not | do not know. One thing
| know: that though | was blind, now | see.” Then they said to him again, “What did He do to you?
How did He open your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become His disciples?” Then they reviled
him and said, “You are His disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to
Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know where He is from.” The man answered and said to
them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet He has opened
my eyes! Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God and
does His will, He hears him. Since the world began it has been unheard of that anyone opened
the eyes of one who was born blind. If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They
answered and said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?” And
they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, He said
to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He answered and said, “Who is He, Lord, that | may
believe in Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both seen Him and it is He who is talking with
you.” Then he said, “Lord, | believe!” And he worshiped Him.

Instead of “it is right in truth” - The angel cried... * Irmos: Shine, Shine, O New Jerusalem, ...
Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
AIIeIum, AIIeIu:a, Alleluia!

=

EMORY ETERNAL
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS
Nicholas Yurchyk, George Demetrios, Carl Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary Kurty, David ,
George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary Johnson, James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy,
Larry Brasko, Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-
Melnykovich, Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky, Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather Rhodes, Joe
Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,. Victims of the war in Ukraine.

PRAYER LIST

PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE
Metropolitan Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Fr. Andrew Gall, Isaiah, Marilyn O'Leary, Bill Starr, Gene,
Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick Woloschak, Beth Zets, Shirley Duffy, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice
Dobransky, Jamie Maluk, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn,
Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Marianne
Carmack, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen
Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.

—_—




THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

MAY BIRTHDAYS

APRIL - MAY ANNIVERSARIES

April 24, 1999 - Mike & Darlene Moon
May 1, 1993 — Steven & Elaine Majetich
May 4 — Bernie & Katie Rogenski's
May 6 - Michael & Carole Senediak

1 Nancy Tipple
1 L P Villers
2 Anna Anderson
2 Irene Maizel
3 John Septon
7 Howard Ulbricht
7 Julia Senediak
9 Zenon Walkowiec
9 Andrew Betts
10 Michael Walkowiec
10 David Nichols
13 Douglas Dobransky

13 Patricia Mogish
15 Steven Telischak
16 Richard Rappach
16 Michael Sernulka

16 Katherine Anderson
19 Fr. Andy Gall
22 Fr. Mykola Zomchak
24 Eryna Sanetrick
28 Stephanie Rimedio
28 Gregory Senediak
29 Isaiah Matthew
30 Ken Senediak

——— e ———
ulletin Dedication
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)
Sun May 3 Sun May 10 Sun May 17 Sun May 24 Sun May 31
1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated Not Available 1. Dedicated
2. Available 2. Available 2. Dedicated 2. Available
Sun June 7 Sun June 14 Sun June 21 Sun June 28
1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available
OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On May 3 On May 10
General: $ 1479.00 $ 1939.00
Renovation: $ 142.00 $ 58.00

Dear Parishioners and Friends, WE NEED HELP!
Please offer your time to help at the Bingo kitchen on available dates (?)

BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated May 15)

Date Register Server Server
Mon., May 18 Crystal Walkowiec Carla Rogenski Christina Buccino
Mon., May 25 MEMORIAL DAY - NO BINGO
Mon., June 1 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska Barb Ross
Mon., June 8 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?

Mon., June 15 Crystal Walkowiec ? ?
Mon., June 22 ? ? ?

Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help — 330-766-0182




Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days ﬁ' 5

SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)

 Sunday, May 17, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 6" Sunday of Pascha, of Blind Man. (Jn 9:1-38)
* Saturday, May 23 - from noon to 4PM — Blessing of the Graves at the Cemetery.
+ Sunday, May 24, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy at the Cemetery, 7" Sunday, ASCENSION
of the Lord. (Lk 24:36-53) Memorial Day. Blessing of the Graves after Liturgy.
+ Sunday, May 31, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 8" Sunday, PENTECOST (Jn 7:37-52, 8:12)
 Sunday, June 7, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 1% Sunday. (Mt 10:32-33, 37-38 — 19:27-30)
 Sunday, June 14, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 2" Sunday. (Mt 4:25 — 5:12)

Sunday School Promotion. Recognition of our Parish Graduates. Fellowship
* Sunday, June 21, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 37 Sunday. Father's Day (Mt 6:22-33)

Pyrohy Schedule

ORDER BY DATE: WORK DAYS PICK-UP DAY o
May 18 May 19 & 21 May 22 N
June 8 June 9 & 11 June 12
To Place the Order Please call or text — 234-247-1534, Anna L
Upcoming dates & events &>

» Saturday, May 16 — Ukrainian Dinner 1 to 4 pm — NEED HELP! 234-247-1534

* Thursday, May 21 — Parish Board Meeting at 7pm

* Sunday, June 14 — Sunday School Promotion & Recognition of our Parish Graduates. Fellowship
* Sunday, July 12 - Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day

St. Mary's sisterhood Updates:

June 7 — Event planning meeting following Church

Fellowship on the Sts Peter & Paul Parish Feast Day - July 12. Organized by Sisterhood
July 18 — Christmas Party

September 12 Saturday — Meeting/Social Luncheon —11:30am — Location: TBD
October 4 — Breast cancer awareness and fellowship

SR~




PRYCHODCZENKO

ON THE ANNIVERSARY
OF HER PASSING AWAY

+ MAY 5, 1993

- “HER MEMORY BE FRO

SADLY MISSED BY THE ANDERSON FAMILY:
DAVID, ANNA, PETER, KATHERINE, PETER,
NICHOLAS, LINDSAY, SOPHIA & CHARLOTTE
WAYNE TIEDEMAN




IN MEMORY OF #®¢ 3¢

MICHAEL
PRYCHODCZENKO

+ OCTOBER 3, 2010

¥, “MAY THE LORD REST HIS SOUL
IN HIS HEAVENLY KINGDOM”

SADLY MISSED BY THE ANDERSON FAMILY:
DAVID, ANNA, PETER, KATHERINE, PETER,
NICHOLAS, LINDSAY, SOPHIA & CHARLOTTE
WAYNE TIEDEMAN




ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETINGS:

e The Blessing of the Graves :

Pascha is the Feast not only to the living but also to those who have
departed this life. As Christians we have to bring the Risen Lord to them
also! It is the time to pray at their graves.

On Memorial Day Weekend we will do two days of
blessing of the Graves at our Cemetery:

On Saturday May 23 — Blessing of the Graves from noon — to 4 PM
On Sunday May 24 — Divine Liturgy at Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery.
Memorial Service. Luncheon. Blessing of the Graves.

POTLUCK LUNCH AFTER THE SERVICE — PLEASE BRING A DISH !
(The Parish will provide chicken)

(If your relatives are buried at other locations, please contact
Fr. Mykola at 330 799 3830 to schedule blessing of their graves)

—— =
* Recognition of our Parish Graduates:

Our parish graduates will be honored on Sunday, June 14. Please
come and celebrate the accomplishments of our parish youth! If you
have a high school or college graduate in your family - please give a
short biography and picture of the graduate to Fr. Mykola by Sunday,

June 7, so they can be included in the Sunday bulletin on June 14.

e Thank you!

A heartfelt thank you to the UOL and to all the wonderful
volunteers for the great job preparing and organizing the \

/ 13
Ukrainian dinners. Thank you for sharing our traditions, ,J 0 /)
welcoming everyone with warmth, and giving much of your =L 0{/(/ %
time and effort. May God bless each of you for all that you do /‘D

for our parish community! The event was a great success!

o Extra Holubtsi for Sale!
Freshly made holubtsi are available for sale. Please see Anna to
make a purchase. (or call/text 234-247-1534)

—_— ————
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The Healing of the Blind Man

The Gospel reading about the healing of the blind man, 3
found in Saint John 3:1-41, is one of the most powerful
revelations of Christ as the Light of the world. This
miracle is not only about the restoration of physical !
sight, but also about spiritual awakening, faith, [§
courage, and the mercy of God toward humanity. # 5
Through this Gospel, the Church invites us to examine =
our own spiritual blindness and to seek the healing
light of Christ. :
As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind & : .
from birth. The disciples immediately asked: “Rabbi, 5% A4
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born ¢/
blind?" (John 9:2). In the minds of many people at that
time, suffering was viewed only as punishment for
sin. Yet Christ answered them with compassion and
truth: “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him" (John 9:3).

With these wards, Christ rejects the cruel judgment that often exists among people. How often do we also
judge others without understanding their struggles? We may look at someone suffering from illness,
weakness, poverty, or failure and silently wonder what they did wrong. But Christ teaches us that suffering
is not always punishment. Sometimes, through pain and weakness, the glory of God is revealed, faith is
strengthened, and hearts are transformed.

The Gospel tells us that Jesus spat on the ground, made clay with His saliva, and placed it upon the blind
man's eyes. Then He commanded him: “Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam” (John 9:7). The blind man obeyed
without argument. He could nat yet see Christ physically, but he trusted His voice. In humility and faith, he
went, washed, and returned seeing.

This miracle reveals an important spiritual truth: healing begins with obedience and trust in God. Often, we
want immediate answers, immediate miracles, and complete understanding before we obey the Lord. Yet
faith requires humility. The blind man did not fully understand how clay and water could heal him, but he
trusted Christ completely. Likewise, God often works in ways we do not expect. He heals hearts gradually,
teaches patience through trials, and leads souls toward salvation step by step.

The healing of the blind man also reminds us that many people who can physically see remain spiritually
blind. A person may possess education, success, wealth, and earthly knowledge, yet still fail to recognize

11



God's presence. Spiritual blindness appears when pride hardens the heart, when sin clouds the conscience,
or when people become so distracted by earthly concerns that they no longer seek eternal truth.
|ronically, those who claimed to be spiritually enlightened—the Pharisees—were unable to recognize the
miracle standing before them. Instead of rejoicing that a blind man had received sight, they became
consumed with anger because Christ healed on the Sabbath. Their hearts were so closed by pride and
legalism that they could not see the mercy and power of God revealed before their eyes.

Meanwhile, the blind man grew steadily in faith. At first, he simply called Jesus "a man." Later, he declared
Him to be “a prophet.” Finally, when Christ revealed Himself as the Son of God, the man fell down and
worshiped Him. His physical healing became the beginning of spiritual enlightenment. He not only gained
sight with his eyes, but faith within his soul.

This Gospel challenges every one of us to ask: In what ways am | spiritually blind? Are we blind to the needs
of those around us? Blind to our own sins and weaknesses? Blind to the blessings God gives us daily? Blind
to the suffering hidden behind another person's smile? Sometimes we see outward appearances while failing
to notice the pain, loneliness, or struggles carried within the human heart.

The blind man's courage is also deeply inspiring. After receiving his sight, he was questioned, mocked, and
eventually cast out by the religious leaders. Yet he refused to deny the truth of what Christ had done for
him. Even under pressure, he remained faithful. In today's world, Christians are often tempted to hide their
faith out of fear of criticism or rejection. The blind man teaches us to stand courageously with Christ
regardless of what others may say.

Another beautiful aspect of this Gospel is that Christ seeks out the man again after he has been rejected by
others. Once the blind man was cast out, Jesus found him and revealed Himself fully to him. This reminds us
that when the world abandons us for the sake of truth, Christ Himself comes near. The Lord never abandons
those who remain faithful to Him.

As Orthodox Christians continuing to celebrate the joy of Pascha, we see in this miracle the victory of Christ
over darkness itself. The risen Lord is the Light that no darkness can overcome. He opens eyes darkened by
sin, heals hearts wounded by despair, and guides humanity toward eternal life.

Today, Christ still passes by each one of us. He sees our hidden wounds, our fears, our confusion, and our
spiritual blindness. Yet He does not turn away. With compassion and mercy, He calls us into His light. He
desires not only to heal our bodies, but to renew our souls and lead us into communion with Him.

May we approach Christ with the humility and faith of the blind man. May the Lord open the eyes of our souls,
help us recognize His presence in our daily lives, and make us witnesses of His truth and love in the world.

Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!

— = ———
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AL e G Everything in this world is temporary except the soul.
\ Py //, Y~ Money can disappear. Youth fades away. Things grow old.
Lt : - People come and go. Even life itself on this earth will one
.}? day come to an end. And only the soul will cross the
i boundary of time and stand before God with whatever it has
g o e ™ J - managed to preserve within itself.
T ///////// \\\\\\\\\ ~ Thatis why it is so important not to allow the world to make
' RTINS ' your heart hard, cold, or empty. It is very easy to lose your
soulin the constant pursuit of temporary things — in jealousy, in pride, in the endless desire to
prove your importance or always be right.
But the soul was not created for this. It was created for love, for light, for God.
Protect your soul from everything that destroys peace within it. From hatred that slowly poisons
the heart. From resentments that live inside for years. From indifference to the pain of others.
From a life without prayer and without silence. For even if a person gains the whole world but
loses themselves within, what will remain for them in eternity?
The soul deeply feels what we fill it with. If it is filled with anger and constant turmoil, it begins
to suffocate. But when there is prayer, gratitude, kindness, and love within it, then even in the
midst of difficulties, light remains inside a person. And perhaps the greatest wisdom in life is
learning to protect not only the body or material wealth, but above all one’s own heart.
Because the soul is the only treasure that a person will carry with them into eternity.
————— —

True miracles come to those who do not give up even when
almost all hope seems lost. Because dreams open the heart
to the future. Faith helps us keep walking through the
darkness. And patience teaches us to wait for God’s timing
without giving up.

Very often, a person wants to see a miracle immediately, but
first the Lord prepares the soul for it. He teaches us to trust.
He teaches us not to lose the light within, even when nothing outwardly has changed yet. That
is why some people stop halfway along the journey, while others reach the end. Not because
they are stronger than everyone else, but because they continue to believe even after
disappointments, failures, and tears. God deeply loves hearts that never stop hoping. Even a
small faith preserved in the midst of great pain carries tremendous power.

So do not be afraid to dream about good things. Do not be ashamed to believe when others
laugh. Do not stop praying when the answer seems delayed.

For the Lord often performs His greatest miracles exactly where a person has almost lost hope,
yet still leaves the door of their heart open to Him.

And perhaps, even now, your life is already slowly changing, even if you cannot yet see it.
Because God works quietly — but He is never late.

13



Orthodox Christianity 101
Church History

Introduction

Volume 3 of The Orthodox Faith, entitled Church History, is a succinct overview
of Christian history century by century. It presents the most important historical
events, leading personalities, and significant doctrinal, liturgical, spiritual, and
ecclesiastical developments in the Eastern Orthodox Church, giving the
traditional Orthodox perspectives on the historical data. It also includes major
events, personalities, and developments in the Christian West, both Roman
Catholic and Reformed. The century by century format allows the reader to see
what was happening at the same time in different places. The recent centuries
that deal with Orthodoxy in North America, and especially with the pre-history
and history of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), are treated at greater e
length because of their nearness to us in time and place, their complexity and importance, and the variety of
interpretations that exist today about what occurred. As an OCA publication, this volume provides the OCA'’s
understanding and interpretation of the historical events.

First Century

Christ and the Apostles

The first century of the Christian era begins with the birth of Jesus Christ from the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem.
Christ lived, preached, did mighty acts, was crucified, rose again, and ascended into Heaven in the first several
decades of the first century. After His Ascension into Heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples on
the Feast of Pentecost (Acts 2), empowering them to take Christ's Gospel to the ends of the known world.
During His life on earth, Jesus selected disciples-first the Twelve (Mt 10.2—4) and then the Seventy (Lk 10.1). He
trained them to be the leaders of His Church. After Pentecost, the Apostles preached the Gospel of Christ far and
wide. We do not know exactly where all the Apostles traveled, but we know a good deal about the missionary
journeys of Saint Paul, which are recorded in the Book of Acts (chs. 13-28). In his extensive travels Saint Paul
founded many churches in Asia Minor and Greece. All the Twelve Apostles (including Saint Matthias, who took
Judas’s place-Acts 1.15-26) except Saint John, as well as many of the Seventy, died as martyrs for their faith in
Christ.

The Gospels and Epistles, and all of the 27 writings which the Church eventually selected to be the New
Testament Scriptures, were written in the first century. Also in this time, Christian communities were established
in the main cities of Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and Egypt, and even as far as Armenia and India.

Because the Church in Antioch was growing so much, Saints Paul and Barnabas went there to preach and teach.
It was there that the followers of Christ were first called Christians (Acts 11.19-30). Also, this Church sent forth
Saints Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey (Acts 13.1). Antioch probably surpassed Jerusalem as
the leading Christian center by the time the Christians fled from Jerusalem shortly before the outbreak of the
Jewish Revolt against the Romans in 66 A.D.

The Church was also established in Rome. The natural prestige of the Church in Rome as the capital of the
Empire was enhanced when the two greatest Apostles, Saints Peter and Paul, were both martyred there under
Emperor Nero around 67 A.D. Their graves became important places of pilgrimage, and their common feastday
(June 29) was established in the Church by the middle of the second century.
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Though the first Christians were Jews, the early Christians wrote in Greek, the prevalent language in the Roman
Empire. Even the Church in Rome used Greek until the beginning of the third century.

The Church

The Christian Church was at first an urban phenomenon which only later spread to the rural areas. It was
composed mainly of people from what we would call today the “middle classes” of society. It is not true that
Christianity gained its foothold in the world primarily among uneducated and backward people who were looking
for heavenly consolation in the face of oppressive and unbearable living conditions on earth.

The most important decision the Church had to make during the first century was whether non-Jewish people
(Gentiles) could be received into the Church by faith in Christ without being required to follow the ritual
requirements of the Mosaic Law, including circumcision. Based on Saint Paul's understanding of the Old
Testament, and on Saint Peter’s testimony about how the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household received
the Holy Spirit even while Peter was still speaking to them (Acts 10 and 11), the first council of the Church, held
in Jerusalem in about 49 A.D., decided that Gentile converts would not be subject to the Mosaic Law (Acts 15).
Held under the leadership of Saint James, the Brother of the Lord and the first Bishop of Jerusalem, this council
is considered the prototype of all subsequent Church councils.

While the Christian Church entered Roman imperial society “under the veil” of Judaism, quite soon it became
separated from the Jewish faith. The Church embraced all those, of whatever ethnic background, who through
belief in Jesus as Lord and Christ, and through repentance from sin, were incorporated into Christ's Body, the
Church, through Baptism. After Baptism, with the laying on of hands of an Apostle or one ordained by an Apostle,
the new Christians received the gift of the Holy Spirit (see Acts 2.37-39 and 8.14-17), and then participated in
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper, the Holy Eucharist.

The separation of the Church from Judaism was made sharper when the Roman army in 70 A.D. crushed the
revolt of the Jews against the rule of Rome. The Romans destroyed the Jewish Temple, putting an end to the
worship and animal sacrifice (at first done in the Tabernacle, and then in the Temple) that was central to Judaism
since the time of Moses. For the Christians, the destruction of the Temple was the fulfillment of Christ's prophecy
(Mt 24.1-2), and the final proof that the Lord Jesus had indeed given the Kingdom to all those who believed in
Him, both Jews and Gentiles.

The Church was founded in each place as a local community. It often met in private houses, such as that of Saints
Priscilla and Aquila-first in Ephesus (1Cor 16.19) and then in Rome (Rom 16.3-5). These early congregations
were led by those called bishops (overseers) or presbyters (elders) who received the laying-on-of-hands
(ordination) from the Apostles (see Acts 14.23). As the Apostles themselves were called to spread the Gospel
throughout the whole world, they did not serve as bishops, i.e., local leaders, of any particular Christian community
in any place.

Each of the early Christian communities had its own unique character and challenges, as the New Testament
writings reveal. Each church had great concern for the others, and they were all called to teach the same doctrines
and to practice the same virtues, living together the same life of fellowship and sacramental worship in Christ and
the Holy Spirit. Saint Luke writes that the first Church in Jerusalem “continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine
and communion, in the breaking of the bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2.42). The bonds of love and faith were so
strong among the first Christians that they “had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and
divided them among all, as anyone had need” (Acts 2.44-45).

Thus, the preaching and interpretation of God's gospel in Jesus, the basic structure of the Church, and the
essential character of Christian worship were all firmly in place by the end of the first century.

— - ———
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