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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

Tone 4 Troparion   (Resurrection) 
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of 
Your Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles: 

“Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!” 
 

Tone 4 Kontakion   (Resurrection) 
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from 

their chains. He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master, He has risen on the third day 
 

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Ressurection) 
O Lord, how manifold are Your works; / in wisdom have You made them all. 

V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, You are very great! 
 

The Reading is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans 10:1-10 
Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may 

be saved. For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according 
to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to 
establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of 
God. For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, “The man who does 
those things shall live by them.” But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, 

“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ (that is, to bring Christ down from 
above) or, ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But 
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of 
faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

 

Alleluia and Verses Tone 4 
V. Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth!   

V. For You love righteousness, and hate iniquity. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia  

 
 

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 8:28-9:1 
When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, 

there met Him two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly 
fierce, so that no one could pass that way. And suddenly they cried out, saying, 
“What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to 
torment us before the time?” Now a good way off from them there was a herd of 

many swine feeding. So the demons begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away 
into the herd of swine.” And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into 
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the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into 
the sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into the 
city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. And 
behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they begged Him to 
depart from their region. So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 

 
 

 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 

EMORY ETERNAL 

PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS 
Ruth  Graves, Yaroslav Lyubuska, Paula German, Nicholas Yurchyk, George Demetrios, Carl 

Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary Kurty, David , George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary Johnson, 

James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy,  Larry Brasko, Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, 

Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-Melnykovich, Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky, Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, 

Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,. Victims of the war in Ukraine. 
 

 

PRAYER LIST 
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE 

Metropolitan Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Peter & Cheryl Rudolph, Rick Wilson, Barb Novicky, Missy 

Bugzavich, Fr. Andrew Gall, Isaiah, Marilyn O`Leary, Bill Starr, Gene, Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick 

Woloschak, Beth Zets, Shirley Duffy, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Jamie Maluk,  

Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, 

Lori Hayda, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Marianne Carmack, Pauline Witkowsky, 

Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden,  Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any 

Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

this month Our Parish Celebrates 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

July 6, 1975 - George & Diane Demetrios  

July 13, 1974 – Richard & Carol Rappach 

July 13, 2024 – David & Alyssa Woloschak 
 

1 Lisa Hawryluk 

1 Larry Septon 

1 Peter Majetich 

6 Jonathan Buzzelli  

6 Matthew Woloschak 

7 Rebeca Renee  

7 Sophia Zomchak 

8 Charles Woloschak Jr 

10 Paul Knoop  

11 Michael Perankovich  

12 Gina DeLuca  

14 Thomas DeLuca Jr  

14 Joe Kramer 

14 Oksana Koval 

16 Dob. Ginny Yavorskyy  

16 Marianne Carmack  
 

17 Annie Marie 

Woloschak  

17 Sue Perankovich  

17 Joseph Sanetrick 

19 Kristofer Sirak 

21 Rhonda Wilhelm 

22 Bohdan Lyubuska  

24 Joshua Zets  

24 Charlotte Maria 

Anderson 

27 Lori Hayda 

28 Paul R. Bobersky 

29 Monica Inchak  

29 Anastasia Kichton 

30 Joey J Rimedio 

31 Bruno Serrano 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
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Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days 
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE 

*   (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:30AM - 9:15AM) 
 

 

 

 

 

•   Sunday, July 5, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 5th Sunday. (Mt 8:28-9:1) 

Mt 8:28-9:1 : “Jesus Restores Two Demon-Possessed Men” 
 

•   Sunday, July 12, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 6th Sunday.Sts Peter & Paul Parish Feastday (Mt 9:1-8) 

Mt 9:1-8 : “Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man”   

 Upcoming dates & events   
•   Sunday, July 12 – Fellowship on the Parish Feast Day 

 
 

St. Mary`s Sisterhood Updates: 
 

1. July 12 – Fellowship on the Sts Peter & Paul Parish Feast Day - July 12. Organized by Sisterhood 

2. July 18 – Christmas Party  

3. September 12 Saturday – Meeting/Social Luncheon –11:30am – Location: TBD 

4. October 4 – Breast cancer awareness and fellowship 
5.                    

Greeters Schedule  
(be a greeter on the available dates (?) – call or text 234-247-1534, Anna 

June 28 – Anna & Bailey B. July 19 – Joe & Zenia G. Aug 9 – Michael Sem. 

July 5 – Rita B.   July 26 – Nadia & Bohdan L. Aug 16 – ? 

July 12 – Sue P.   Aug 2 – Rita B.   Aug 23 – ? 

 

      Please offer your time to help at the Bingo kitchen on available dates (?) 
 

BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated July 3) 
 

Date Register Server Server 

Mon., June 29 Crystal Walkowiec Christina Buccino Barb Ross 

Mon., July 6 Crystal Walkowiec Erica Shonn Paula Hudock 

Mon., July 13 Crystal Walkowiec Nadiya Lyubuska Barb Ross 

Mon., July 20 Karen Semchee Carla Rogenski ? 

Mon., July 27 Karen Semchee Christina Buccino ? 
 

Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help – 330-766-0182 
 

Bulletin Dedication 
(in Memory of a loved one, or in honor for a Birthday or an Anniversary) 

Sun June 7 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun June 14 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun June 21 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun June 28 
Not Available 
 

1.  

Sun July 5 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun July 12 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun July 19 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun July 26 
Not Available 
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Jesus Restores 

Two Demon-Possessed Men 

   The account of Jesus restoring the two demon-

possessed men (Matthew 8:28–34) is one of the most 

striking encounters in the Gospels. It confronts us with 

the terrifying reality of evil, but even more importantly, 

it reveals the absolute authority of Christ over every 

force that seeks to destroy the human person. The men 

who met Jesus were no longer truly living. They dwelt among the tombs, isolated from society, 

consumed by powers they could not overcome. Fear had replaced peace, bondage had replaced 

freedom, and despair had replaced hope. They had become a tragic image of what sin and evil 

ultimately seek to accomplish in every human life. 

   Yet the remarkable detail of the Gospel is that before anyone else recognizes Christ, the demons 

themselves know exactly who stands before them. They cry out, "What have You to do with us, O Son 

of God?" Evil cannot hide from the presence of Christ because His very existence exposes its 

weakness. The demons speak loudly, but they possess no real authority before the Lord. With only a 

single command, Jesus accomplishes what no human effort ever could. Where chains, fear, and 

isolation had failed, the word of Christ restores freedom. 

   This miracle is not only about two men who lived long ago. It speaks to every one of us. Although 

most people are not possessed in the extraordinary way described in the Gospel, every person knows 

what it means to struggle with something that seems stronger than themselves. Pride, anger, 

resentment, addiction, despair, anxiety, greed, and countless other passions can slowly imprison the 

soul. Sin always promises freedom, yet it leaves us bound. It convinces us that we are in control while 

quietly stealing our peace, our relationships, and even our joy. 

   The Gospel reminds us that Christ never abandons those who seem beyond hope. Others had likely 

avoided these men, fearing them or believing they could never change. Jesus did the opposite. He 

crossed the sea, entered an unfamiliar region, and went directly toward those whom everyone else had 

abandoned. Such is the love of God. He does not wait for us to become worthy before approaching us. 

He comes precisely because we are wounded. No darkness is too deep, no past too painful, and no 

chain too strong for His mercy. 

   The saddest part of the story is not the destruction of the herd of swine, but the reaction of the 

townspeople. Instead of rejoicing that two human beings had been restored, they asked Jesus to leave 

their region. Their possessions had become more important than the miracle standing before their eyes.    

It is a sobering warning for us as well. There are moments when Christ asks us to surrender something 

we value, not to impoverish us, but to heal us. If we cling too tightly to comfort, success, reputation, 

or material security, we may unknowingly ask Christ to remain at a distance rather than allow Him to 

transform our lives completely. 

   This Gospel assures us that the power of evil is always limited, while the power of Christ is without 

limit. Whatever burdens we carry today, we need not face them alone. The Lord who restored the two 

men still walks toward every wounded soul. He still speaks words that free, heal, and renew. If we 

open our hearts to Him with humility and faith, He will gradually drive away whatever keeps us from 

becoming the people He created us to be. For where Christ is welcomed, darkness cannot remain, and 

where His grace is received, true freedom begins. 
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The Quiet Work of God 
 

     We often imagine that God works through extraordinary 

moments—great miracles, dramatic conversions, or life-

changing events that leave no room for doubt. Yet much of 

God's work takes place quietly, almost unnoticed,      hidden 

beneath the surface of ordinary life. 

     A seed does not become a tree overnight. It spends 

countless days unseen beneath the soil before anyone notices 

the first sign of life. In much the same way, God's grace often 

works in silence. While we search for immediate answers, 

He patiently shapes the heart. While we measure progress by 

visible results, He measures faithfulness by the quiet 

perseverance that no one else sees. 

     This can be difficult for us to accept. We want clear signs that our prayers are being heard. We want 

certainty that our struggles have meaning. We long to know that our efforts are accomplishing 

something worthwhile. But God rarely reveals the whole picture. He asks us to trust Him even when 

we cannot yet see what He is building. 

     The saints understood this hidden way of God. Many spent years in obscurity. Some labored 

faithfully without recognition. Others endured suffering that seemed to bear little fruit during their 

lifetime. Yet God was quietly preparing them—and through them, preparing blessings for generations 

they would never meet. 

     The same is often true in our own lives. A parent who patiently raises children in the faith, a priest 

who faithfully serves a small parish, a caregiver who quietly tends to the sick, or a Christian who 

continues to pray despite dryness and discouragement may never fully realize the good God 

accomplishes through their faithfulness. Heaven sees what the world overlooks. 

     One kind word may prevent another person from despair. One act of forgiveness may heal a wound 

carried for years. One quiet prayer offered in secret may strengthen someone across the world in ways 

we will never understand. God delights in accomplishing great things through humble acts of love. 

     This hidden work also teaches us humility. It reminds us that the Kingdom of God is not built by 

our talents alone, but by His grace. We are called to be faithful, not famous; obedient, not admired. 

The greatest victories in the spiritual life are often known only to God. 

     Do not become discouraged if your life seems ordinary or your efforts unnoticed. God wastes 

nothing that is offered to Him with love. Every sacrifice, every temptation resisted, every quiet act of 

mercy becomes part of His work of redemption. 

     There will come a day when what was hidden will be revealed. We may discover that the moments 

we considered insignificant were the very moments God used most powerfully. The conversation we 

almost forgot, the prayer whispered through tears, the unseen act of generosity, or the patient 

endurance of suffering may have touched far more lives than we ever imagined. 

     Until then, continue to walk faithfully. Continue to pray when no one is watching. Continue to love 

without expecting recognition. Continue to trust even when the path remains unclear. For God is 

always at work, even in the silence. And those who remain faithful in the hidden places often become 

the quiet instruments through whom He transforms the world. 
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Spiritual Reflections: 
 

Life is not measured by how much we possess, but by how much love we leave 

behind. At the end of our earthly journey, God will not ask how admired we were, 

how many successes we accumulated, or how many comforts we enjoyed. He will 

ask whether we loved. Did we forgive when it was difficult? Did we comfort those 

who were suffering? Did we remain faithful when obedience required sacrifice? 

Love is the only treasure that death cannot take away. Every act of compassion, 

every quiet sacrifice, every patient word spoken in kindness is gathered into eternity by God Himself. We often 

believe that changing the world requires extraordinary strength, yet Christ transformed the world through humble 

love poured out upon the Cross. The smallest act done with genuine love carries an eternal weight beyond what we 

can imagine. Therefore, let us not postpone goodness until tomorrow or wait for perfect circumstances. The 

opportunity to love is always before us, and every day is another invitation to become a little more like Christ, 

whose love never fails. 

 

Silence is one of God's greatest gifts, yet it is one that many people fear. We fill 

our days with endless noise, constant distractions, and hurried activity because 

silence often forces us to face our own hearts. But it is precisely there, in the 

quiet, that God most often speaks. Elijah did not encounter the Lord in the wind, 

the earthquake, or the fire, but in the still, small voice. The soul also learns to 

recognize God's presence not through constant excitement, but through faithful prayer and attentive listening. In 

silence we begin to notice the blessings we once overlooked, the sins we had excused, and the grace that has 

quietly accompanied us all along. A peaceful heart does not come from escaping the world, but from allowing God's 

voice to become louder than the world's confusion. Let us make room each day for holy silence, for when our 

hearts become still before God, we discover that He has been speaking to us all along. 

 

Hope is not wishful thinking; it is the quiet certainty that God remains faithful 

even when we cannot yet see His work. Christian hope does not deny suffering, 

nor does it pretend that every burden is easy to bear. Instead, it looks beyond 

present difficulties toward the promises of God, knowing that no tear is wasted 

and no faithful prayer is forgotten. There are seasons when answers seem 

delayed, when doors remain closed, and when the road grows difficult. Yet these 

are often the very moments when God is shaping the soul most deeply. The seed must remain hidden beneath the 

earth before it rises into new life, and so our spiritual growth often takes place unseen. The one who continues to 

trust, pray, and persevere will one day look back and recognize God's hand guiding every step. Therefore, let us 

never surrender to discouragement. Christ has already overcome the world, and those who remain with Him carry 

within their hearts a hope that no hardship, no disappointment, and not even death itself can ever destroy. 
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One Nation Under God 

250th Anniversary of the United States of America 
 

As America marks 250 years of independence, we 

pause not only to celebrate the history of a nation, but to give 

thanks to God. Every anniversary invites us to remember the 

blessings we have received, the sacrifices that came before us, 

and the responsibility placed into our hands. 

This anniversary should be more than a celebration—it 

should become an act of thanksgiving. Too often we enjoy God's 

blessings without pausing to thank the Giver. Let us not take 

these 250 years for granted. Freedom is a precious gift that 

countless generations have worked, sacrificed, and prayed to 

preserve, but above all, it is a blessing permitted by the providence of God. Let us offer our 

heartfelt gratitude to the Lord for every one of these 250 years—for every year of 

independence, every year of peace, every opportunity to worship Him openly, to raise our families, 

to serve our neighbors, and to live in hope. Gratitude reminds us that every good gift comes from 

above and that every blessing calls us to greater faithfulness. 

The familiar words, "One Nation Under God," are more than a patriotic phrase. They 

are a reminder that our lives are not built upon our own strength alone. They remind us that 

every person is created in the image of God, that our dignity comes from Him, and that the 

blessings we enjoy are ultimately His gifts. A nation flourishes not because it is perfect, but 

because it remembers the One from whom every blessing comes. 

A nation is not made strong only by its cities, its achievements, or its prosperity. A 

nation is made strong by the hearts of its people. When people love their families, serve their 

neighbors, welcome the stranger, care for those in need, forgive one another, and seek what is 

good, the soul of a nation becomes healthy. These quiet acts of goodness often shape history far 

more than the events that fill its history books. 

For Christians, love of country should never become worship of country. Our highest 

loyalty belongs to God alone. Yet we are called to love the place where God has planted us. We 

love our country not by demanding what it can do for us, but by asking how we can become a 

blessing to those around us. We serve our nation best when we strive to become better disciples 

of Christ. 

The saints remind us that true greatness is never measured by power or success, but 

by holiness. They transformed the world not through influence, but through humility, prayer, 

mercy, and sacrificial love. If we desire to remain truly "under God," then that begins not with 

words engraved on monuments, but with hearts transformed by the Gospel. It begins in our 

homes, in our churches, in our workplaces, and in the ordinary choices we make each day to love 

God and love our neighbor. 
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As we commemorate this historic anniversary, let us also remember those who came 

before us—the generations who built communities, defended freedom, established churches, 

raised faithful families, and handed on values they hoped would endure. We honor their memory 

best not simply by remembering them, but by living lives worthy of the sacrifices they made. 

May our homes remain places of prayer. May our churches continue to proclaim Christ 

faithfully. May our communities be marked by compassion, kindness, and hope. And may this 

anniversary remind us that the greatest blessing of any nation is not found in its wealth or 

achievements, but in its willingness to seek God's wisdom, walk in His ways, and acknowledge Him 

with grateful hearts. 

As we celebrate 250 years of America, let us lift our voices in thanksgiving to Almighty 

God. May He continue to bless this land with peace, guide its people in truth, strengthen its 

families, and inspire each of us to be instruments of His love. And may we never cease to 

remember that every freedom is a gift, every blessing is a grace, and every generation is called 

to live as one nation under God. 

        “Every good and perfect gift is from above” James 1:17 

- Rev Mykola Zomchak 
-  

Archpastoral Letter of the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA  

On the Occasion of the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America 

Beloved Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians, Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA: Christ is Among Us! 

As the people of the United States of America commemorate the 250th Anniversary of the founding of our nation, we, the 

Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, join our fellow citizens in offering heartfelt thanksgiving to Almighty 
God for the blessings bestowed upon this land throughout two and a half centuries of history. 

This anniversary invites us to reflect not only upon the remarkable achievements of the American people but also upon the enduring 

principles that have guided this nation from its earliest days. The Declaration of Independence, adopted on July 4, 1776, boldly 
proclaimed that all people are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, among them life, liberty, and the pursuit 

of happiness. These words, inspired by a profound understanding of human dignity and divine providence, have echoed throughout 
generations and have inspired countless people around the world who seek freedom, justice, and peace. 

The history of the United States is a story of sacrifice, perseverance, and faith. It is a story written by courageous men and women 

who believed that liberty carries responsibility and that freedom must be safeguarded by virtue. George Washington reminded the 
nation that “religion and morality are indispensable supports” of political prosperity. John Adams observed that the Constitution 

was made only for a moral and religious people. Abraham Lincoln, in one of the darkest moments of our national history, called 
upon Americans to remember that this nation was “under God” and dedicated to the proposition that all people are created equal. 

These truths remain as relevant today as they were in the founding era. The strength of America has never rested solely upon 

military power, economic success, or technological achievement. Rather, it has been sustained by the moral character of its 
people, the vitality of its communities, and the conviction that freedom flourishes only when rooted in virtue, responsibility, and 

respect for the dignity of every human person. 

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that authentic freedom is not merely the absence of restraint but the ability to choose what 
is good, true, and holy. The Holy Apostle Paul reminds us: “For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not use freedom as 
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an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13). Our democratic institutions are strengthened 
when citizens live lives marked by integrity, compassion, self-sacrifice, and respect for one another.  

As we celebrate this historic milestone, we must also confront the challenges of our own time. We live in an age marked by 

polarization, social division, violence, disregard for human life, attacks upon the sanctity of marriage and family, and growing 
indifference toward faith and spiritual values. The future strength of our nation will depend not merely upon legislation or policy 

but upon the moral renewal of its people. Each generation bears the sacred responsibility of preserving the principles entrusted 
to us by those who came before. Therefore, while we rightly honor the accomplishments of the past, we must not become prisoners 

of nostalgia. The founders of our nation did not labor and sacrifice so that future generations would simply admire their 
achievements. Rather, they entrusted us with the responsibility of carrying forward the ideals of liberty, justice, equality, and civic 

virtue. We honor their legacy best when we remain faithful to those principles and pass them on to our children and grandchildren. 
For the faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, this anniversary carries a particularly profound meaning. For more 

than a century, generations of Ukrainian immigrants and their descendants have found refuge, opportunity, and freedom upon 

these shores. Here they built churches, established communities, preserved their faith, and contributed immeasurably to the life 
of the American nation. 

We are especially grateful to the United States of America for its leadership among the nations of the world and for its steadfast 
support of the people of Ukraine during one of the darkest periods in modern history. As Ukraine continues to endure the horrors 

of war, the destruction of communities, and the suffering of innocent people, the assistance provided by the American people has 

become a powerful witness to the values of justice, compassion, and solidarity. The faithful of our Church, many of whom maintain 
deep ties to their ancestral homeland, offer heartfelt gratitude to the government and citizens of the United States for standing 

with the people of Ukraine in their struggle against aggression and evil. We pray that God will continue to bless all efforts that 
seek to restore peace, safeguard human dignity, defend freedom, and establish a just and lasting stability for the people of Ukraine 

and for all nations suffering from conflict. 

At the same time, we recognize that the future of America and the future of the world depend upon our commitment to peace. 
Peace is not merely the absence of war; it is the presence of justice, reconciliation, and mutual respect. As followers of Jesus 

Christ, the Prince of Peace, we are called to become peacemakers in our homes, communities, workplaces, and nation. The work 
of building peace begins with the transformation of the human heart through faith, repentance, and love. 

As we enter the next chapter of our national history, let us pray that the United States of America may continue to serve as a 

beacon of hope and freedom for people throughout the world. May this nation remain faithful to its highest ideals and continue to 
demonstrate that democracy, human dignity, religious liberty, and respect for the rule of law are blessings worthy of preservation 

and protection. 

We call upon the faithful of our Church and all citizens of goodwill to renew their commitment to public service, civic responsibility, 
and Christian witness. Let us be grateful for the sacrifices of our veterans, first responders, public servants, and all  who labor 

for the common good. Let us strengthen our families, support our communities, care for the vulnerable, and teach future 
generations the values that have sustained both our nation and our faith. With gratitude to Almighty God for the blessings of the 

past, with confidence in His providence for the future, and with unwavering hope in the saving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
offer our prayers for the United States of America on this historic 250th Anniversary. 

May God bless America!  May God grant peace, wisdom, and righteousness to the leaders of all nations. And may the Lord guide us 

to remain faithful stewards of the freedoms and responsibilities entrusted to us. 

Invoking upon all of you the abundant blessings of Almighty God, we remain, 

With Archpastoral Love in Christ, + Metropolitan Antony, + Archbishop Daniel 
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Dash “—” 
         

         On every gravestone, only two dates are engraved: the 
day of birth and the day of departure into eternity. Between 
them lies a small dash—a tiny mark that contains an entire 
human life. 
         Within that little dash are the first cry of a newborn and 
the final breath of a soul. It holds childhood and youth, 
maturity and old age; joy and sorrow, victories and 
failures, reunions and farewells, work and rest, love and 
loss, hopes and prayers, repentance and gratitude. 
Everything a person loved, dreamed about, labored for, 
and lived by is contained within that small dash. 
         The Holy Fathers continually remind us that earthly life is fleeting. It passes like the 
morning dew, like a wildflower that blooms today and withers tomorrow, like smoke 
carried away by the wind. Yet the true value of life is not measured by the number of 
years we have lived, but by whether we have learned to love God and our neighbor, 
whether we have remained faithful, learned to forgive, offered sincere repentance, and 
lived according to Christ's holy commandments. 
         When the Lord calls us to Himself, He will not ask how much wealth we 
accumulated, what position we held, or how much worldly recognition we received. 
Before His righteous judgment, something far more important will matter: Was our heart 
filled with love, mercy, and humility? Did we seek the Kingdom of God above all earthly 
things? Did we recognize Christ in every person we encountered along our journey? 
         Therefore, as we look at that little dash between the two dates, each of us should 
ask a simple yet profoundly important question: What am I filling my dash with? Does 
each passing day bring me closer to God? When I am gone, will there remain only my 
name carved in stone, or also the good deeds I performed, the sincere prayers I offered, 
the love I shared with others, and a blessed memory in the hearts of those whose lives I 
touched? 
         May that simple dash always remind us that the time God has entrusted to us is 
beyond measure in value. Every new day is a gift from Him and another opportunity to 
repent, to be reconciled, to forgive, to help our neighbor, to encourage the discouraged, 
to pray, to do good, and to take one more step closer to Christ. 
         For it is the way we live this brief "dash" of earthly life that will shape our eternity. 
And may it be that when the Lord calls us to Himself, that little dash will bear witness to 
a life lived in faith, in love, and in steadfast hope in His boundless mercy. 
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The Importance of Cooperation and Unity 
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