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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

Tone 1 Troparion of the Feast
In giving birth you preserved your virginity. In falling asleep you did not forsake the
world, O Theotokos. You were translated to life O Mother of Life,// and by your prayers
you deliver our souls from death.

Tone 2 Kontakion of the Feast
Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer
and our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life,// she was
translated to life by the One Who dwelt in her virginal womb.

Tone 3 Prokeimenon
My soul magnifies the Lord, / and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. (Lk. 1:46-47)
V. For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden, for behold, all generations
will call me blessed. (Lk. 1:48)

The Reading is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to Philippians 2:5-11

— Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form
of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of
no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore
God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every
name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on
earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Alleluia and Verses Tone 8
V. Arise, O Lord, into Your rest, You and the Ark of Your sanctification! (Ps. 131:8)
V. The Lord swore to David a sure oath from which He will not turn back.

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia

The Reading is from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 21:33-42
“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a
vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And
he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-
time drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might
receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one,
and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and




they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect
my son.” But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the
heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.” So they took him and cast him out of
the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will
he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men
miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in
their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: The stone which
the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing,
And it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

EMORY ETERNAL

PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS
Patricia Zylka, Rev. John Charest, Barbara Melewski, Marilyn O'Leary, Zenon O. Forosty, Ruth
Graves, Yaroslav Lyubuska, Paula German, Nicholas Yurchyk, George Demetrios, Carl Joe Swartz, Andrew Kurty, Mary
Kurty, David , George Bundy, Jimmy Johnson, Mary Johnson, James O’Neill, Andrew Kurty, James Cuddy, Larry Brasko,
Sandy Burlock, Robert Rudolph, Patricia Mogish, Helen Fusco, Maria Koval-Melnykovich, Peter Hucul, Mary Bobersky,
Walter Duzzny, Dennis Currie, Julian, Vasyl Zomchak, Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Arlene Hawryluk, Lidiia Zabrodina,.
Victims of the war in Ukraine.

ARy PRAYER LIST
\\

PLEASE PRAY FOR HE ALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE

"l,m Metropolitan Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Judith Shonn, Peter & Cheryl Rudolph, Rick Wilson, Barb Novicky,
,( ; Missy Bugzavich, Fr. Andrew Gall, Isaiah, Bill Starr, Gene, Rasa, Fr. Philip, Dominick Woloschak, Beth Zets,
j Shirley Dufty, Denny Lightner, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Jamie Maluk, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry,
Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Michele (Senediak) Caulder,
Dobrodiyka Lilya, Marianne Carmack, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen
Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war.

LET US ALL PRAY FOR THOSE PREPARING FOR THE HOLY BAPTISM & (OR) CHRISMATION:
John, Sarah, Michael, Melissa & Monica




Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE

THE DORMITION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD. Sacrament of Chrismation for John Loshuk at the Liturgy
Blessing of the Flowers. Memorial Service. Blessing of cars after Liturgy. Fellowship at the Hall.

Sunday, Sep 6, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 14t Sunday. The Parable of the Wedding Banquet. Mt 22:1-14

Sunday, Sep 13, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 15™ Sunday. Whose Son Is the Messiah? Mt 22:35-46

Sun, Sep 13 - Sacrament of Chrismation for Michael and Melissa Wikes. Fellowship at the Hall.

Sunday, Sep 20, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 16™ Sunday. The Parable of the talents? M 25:14-30

Upcoming dates & events
Thursday Bible Study at 6pm: Sep 3, Sep 17
Sunday, Aug 30 — Blessing of cars after Liturgy
Sunday, Aug 30 — Fellowship at the center

Sunday, Sep 13 — First day of Church School, Blessing the Backpacks.

Sunday, Sep 20 — Church School Teachers Meeting after the Liturgy.

N~

St. Mary's Sisterhood Updates:

September 12 Saturday — Meeting/Social Luncheon —11:30am — Location: TBD
October 4 — Breast cancer awareness and fellowship
Greeters Schedule
(be a greeter on the available dates (?) — call or text 234-247-1534, Anna
Aug 30 — Rita & Missy B.
e ——— i —— =S =
BINGO KITCHEN WORK SCHEDULE 2026 (Updated Aug 24)
Date Register Server Server
Mon., Aug 31 Crystal Walkowiec ?
Please call or text Annie Woloschak if you would like to help — 330-766-0182
Bulletin Dedication
(in Memory of a loved one, or in honor for a Birthday or an Anniversary)
Sun Aug 2 Sun Aug 9 Sun Aug 16 Sun Aug 23 Sun Aug 30
1. Available 1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated Not Available 1. Dedicated
2. Available 2. Dedicated 2. Dedicated 2. Dedicated
Sun Sep 6 Sun Sep 13 Sun Sep 20 Sun Sep 27
1. Available 1. Available 1. Available Not Available
2. Available 2. Available 2. Available

Offerings to the Lord: Sun Aug 23: General Collection: $1600.00
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John Loshﬁk

on receiving the Holy Sacrament of

Chrismation!

May the Holy Spirit, the Comforter,
strengthen you with His gifts,
guide you in truth, and fill your heart
with faith, peace, and love.

We pray that you will grow
in the grace of God
and walk always in His light.




e Bible Study

Session 2 overview is in the Aug 9 Bulletin.

. Church Greeters
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETINGS:

Join us for approximately 30 minutes of Bible Study every other
Thursday at 6:00 PM at the Church. Come and deepen your faith
through prayer, Holy Scripture, and meaningful discussion.
Everyone is welcome! Future dates: Aug 20, Sep 3, Sep 17.

NT: Matthew 8-10

Reading Assignment for September 3 OT: Gel’leSIS 21-30,

BINGO to support our Church?

Volunteers needed for our BINGO nights:
selling cards, tickets, or helping at the kitchen

Please prayerfully consider being a church greeter. Even as a whole family!
You can sign up by contacting Anna at 234.247.1534.

Al

NTEERSN

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

September 6, 1981 — JoAnn & Bernard Gnat
September 15, 1979 - Tom & Diane Senedak
September 21 — Wilhelm Rhonos

September 28, 2019 — Davin & Anna Blair
September 29, 2012 David & Heather McCormick
September 30, 2017 Marcell & Amanda Vitello

1 Kloey Nichole
Woloschak
4 Joe Buzzelli
5 Heather McCormick
5 Shaun Rappach
6 John Ewanish
6 Sandra O Neill
7 George Demetrios
8 Yvonne Mark
12 Raymond Stermer
13 Rev Ivan Tchopko
13 Carol Rappach

14 Joanna Newton
14 Maria Zomchak Sr.
16 Peter Rudolph
18 Zena Farka
19 Joseph Sanetrick
20 Bonnie Borovitcky
22 Dolly Mehalco
22 Zachary James
McCormick
25 David Wilhelm
27 Gary Andrews
28 Archbishop Daniel

Ged Bleas yow willhv
geed healthv & jou
Lov Moy & Blessed Yeans!




Patricia Zylka Obituary

/ Obituary published on Legacy.com by Staton-
/|, Borowski Funeral Home on Aug. 11, 2026.

; Patricia Elaine Zylka, 85, of Warren, Ohio,
Z passed away peacefully at home on Thursday, July 30,
2026, surrounded by the love of her family and
welcomed info the arms of her Lord.

Bornon April 26, 1941, Patricia was the beloved
daughter of Michael and Margaret Rosko. She lived a
life centered on faith, family, and kindness, always
: placing the needs of those she loved before her own.
Her warm heart, gentle spirit, and unwavering devotion to her family will be deeply
missed by all who knew her.

Patricia found great joy in spending time with her children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren. She especially treasured family gatherings and the simple
moments that created lasting memories. She was also a loyal Cleveland Guardians fan
and enjoyed cheering on her favorite team throughout the baseball season.

She is survived by her loving children, Maribeth Zylka, Greg (Helen) Zylka,
David Zylka, and Natalie Zylka; her cherished grandchildren, Christopher, Joshua
(Tracie), Zoe, Thomas, Jacob, Nicole, Noah, and Isabella; and her adored great-
grandchildren, Ella, Lily, Ava Kay, and Jack.

Patricia was preceded in death by her parents, Michael and Margaret Rosko;
her beloved husband, William Zylka; and her daughter, Elaine.

Family and friends will be received one hour prior to the funeral service from
9 - 10 am at the St. John the Baptist orthodox church on August 11, 2026. Funeral
services will follow at 10 am, with interment at Pineview Memorial Park.

Patricia's legacy of love, faith, and devotion to her family will continue to live
on in the hearts of all who were blessed to know her.

The parishioners of Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Parish
express their sincere sympathy to the family and friends.

May her Memory be Eternal!



https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/local/ohio/warren

The Vineyard — What Are We Domg Wlth God’s Gifts?
Matthew 21:33-42 K ‘f'ﬁ :

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us about a jf) 5
landowner who carefully prepares a 4y
vineyard and entrusts it to tenants. When the
time comes for the harvest, he sends his
servants to receive its fruit. But instead of
welcoming them, the tenants reject and
mistreat them. Finally, the owner sends his |}
own son, thinking, “They will respect my
son.” But they reject and kill him as well. !

The vineyard represents everything God
has entrusted to us. Our life is a vineyard.
Our family is a vineyard. Our talents, our time, our faith, our parish, and every opportunity to
love and serve another person are gifts placed into our hands. But there is an important truth
in this parable: we are tenants, not owners. Everything ultimately belongs to God.

And God looks for fruit. He is not asking whether we have been given more or less than
someone else. He asks what we are doing with what He has given us. Is our faith producing
love? Is prayer producing patience? Are God's blessings making us more generous, forgiving,
and compassionate?

The most painful part of the parable is the rejection of the son. Christ was speaking about
Himself. God sent prophets, and they were rejected. Finally, He sent His beloved Son—and
He too was rejected and crucified. Yet Jesus says, “The stone which the builders rejected has
become the chief cornerstone.” What humanity rejected, God made the foundation of
salvation.

There is also a personal question here: Can we reject Christ without saying that we reject
Him? We can call ourselves Christians and still push Him aside when His teaching becomes
uncomfortable—when He asks us to forgive, sacrifice, repent, love an enemy, or change
something within ourselves.

God has given each of us a vineyard. One day, He will ask us about its fruit. May we not
simply say, “Lord, look at everything You gave me,” but be able to say, “Lord, with what You
gave me, I tried to love, to serve, and to bear fruit for You.”

Sometimes we are tempted to look for fruit only in great accomplishments, but God often
looks for it in the small things of everyday life: a kind word when we are frustrated, patience
with someone difficult, time given to a person who is lonely, forgiveness when we have been
hurt, or a quiet prayer offered for someone in need. = These may seem like small things, but
they are the fruit of a heart that belongs to Christ. A fruitful Christian life is not
necessarily an extraordinary life—it is an ordinary life lived faithfully with God.

The question of today's Gospel is simple: What kmd of fruit is my life producing?...
- —




Dormition - Death Is Not the End

The Feast of the Dormition reminds us that
death is not the end of our story. The Mother of
God experienced death as every human being :
does, but the Church calls her death a “falling -
asleep.” Why? Because in Christ, death no
longer has the final word.

Throughout her life, the Virgin Mary trusted
God. At the Annunciation she said, “Let it be "\ s/
to me according to your word.” She placed ™)
her life completely into God’s hands. At the
Dormition, she does so once again—entrusting
herself to her Son.

The icon of the feast gives us a beautiful image
of this hope. Usually a mother holds her child in her arms. But at the Dormition, the image is
reversed: Christ holds His Mother in His arms, receiving her soul into eternal life.

This is also a message for us when we lose someone we love. We experience separation, tears,
and an empty place in our lives. Christianity does not tell us that grief is wrong. Even Christ wept
at the tomb of Lazarus. But our grief is filled with hope because those who fall asleep in the Lord
are not lost to Him.

The Dormition teaches us to place both our life and our death into God's hands. The same
Christ who received His Mother waits to receive each of us.

The Dormition also reminds us to think about how we are living today. We do not know when
our earthly journey will end, but we can choose each day to live closer to Christ—to forgive, to
love, to pray, and to make peace with one another. The Mother of God was ready to meet her Son
because her entire life had been lived with Him. May we also live in such a way that when our
own time comes, we can place ourselves peacefully into the loving hands of Christ.

The Dormition also teaches us that love is stronger than separation. According to the tradition
of the Church, the Apostles gathered around the Mother of God at the end of her earthly life. Their
presence reminds us how important it is to be with one another, especially in moments of suffering
and loss. Sometimes we cannot take away another person's pain, but we can stand beside them,
pray with them, and remind them that they are not alone. In this way, our love for one another
becomes a reflection of God's love, which never abandons us—not even in death.

So this feast is not simply about the end of Mary's earthly life. It is about the promise awaiting all
who belong to Christ.

Death separates us for a time, but Christ brings us together again.
And so, even before the mystery of death, we can say with faith:

Most Holy Theotokos, save us.
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Mary Ann
Senediak

Gwishing you a birthday

- filled with God’s abundant grace.

May His love and blessings
overflow in your life.

(’Md/b o&w@,
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Bible Study — Session 3 (From Thur, Aug 20)

Old Testament: Genesis 11-20 (Overview)

Tower of Babel & Languages:
Before the Tower of Babel, “the whole earth had one language and one
speech” (Genesis 11:1). After the Flood, humanity gathered together and
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the
heavens; let us make a name for ourselves” (Genesis 11:4).
The problem was not simply that they built a tower. Their sin was pride. Instead of glorifying the name of God,
they wanted to “make a name” for themselves. Babel represents humanity attempting to reach heaven without
God. God confused their languages so that they could no longer understand one another, and the people were
scattered throughout the earth.
This division is beautifully answered at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11). At Babel, different languages became a sign
of division and scattering. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit enabled the Apostles to speak in different languages so
that people from many nations could understand the same Gospel.
Babel divides; Pentecost unites. The languages remain different, but in Christ and through the Holy Spirit,
humanity is brought back into unity.
Abraham’s Calling:
God tells Abram, “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that
I will show you” (Genesis 12:1).
Abram does not know exactly where God is leading him, yet he obeys. His journey therefore becomes an image
of faith. Faith does not always mean knowing where God is taking us; sometimes it means trusting God enough
to take the next step.
God promises Abram, “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). This promise
ultimately points to Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham, through whom God’s blessing comes to all nations.
Melchizedek:
After Abram’s victory, he meets a mysterious person: “Melchizedek king of Salem...was the priest of God
Most High” (Genesis 14:18).
Melchizedek is both king and priest, and he brings out bread and wine and blesses Abram. His name
means “King of Righteousness,” while King of Salem can be understood as “King of Peace.”
The New Testament directly connects Melchizedek with Jesus Christ (Hebrews 7). Christ is the true King and
eternal High Priest. Christians have also traditionally seen Melchizedek’s offering of bread and wine as a
beautiful foreshadowing of the Holy Eucharist.
Covenant & Faith:
God makes a covenant with Abram and promises him descendants as numerous as the stars. Scripture says, “And
he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).
Abram becomes the great biblical example of faith and trust in God. The promise seemed impossible—Abram
and Sarai were old and had no child—yet Abram trusted God’s word.
The fulfillment would not come immediately. Abram had to learn that God’s promises often require patience.
Faith is not only believing that God can do something; it is continuing to trust Him while we wait.
Abram — Abraham:
In Genesis 17, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham as part of His covenant with him.
Abram means “exalted father,” while Abraham means “father of a multitude.”
God says, “No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made
you a father of many nations” (Genesis 17:5).
This new name represents a new calling and identity given by God. Abraham would become not simply the
father of one family, but the father of many nations and the great biblical example of faith.
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God also changes Sarai’s name to Sarah (Genesis 17:15), confirming that she too has a place in His covenant
and promise. Therefore, in the earlier chapters we call him Abram, and beginning with Genesis 17, Abraham.
Circumcision:
In Genesis 17, God establishes circumcision as the physical sign of His covenant with Abraham and his
descendants. Every male was to be circumcised as a visible sign that he belonged to the covenant people of God
(Genesis 17:10-11).
In the New Covenant, belonging to God is no longer marked by circumcision of the flesh. Scripture speaks instead
of a “circumcision of the heart” (Romans 2:29)—an inner transformation through faith and the Holy Spirit. St.
Paul also connects this with Holy Baptism, calling it the “circumcision made without hands” (Col 2:11-12).
Thus, the outward sign of the Old Covenant points toward the deeper spiritual renewal given to us in Christ.
Three Visitors:
In Genesis 18, Abraham receives three mysterious visitors by the oak of Mamre. Scripture speaks of three men,
yet the passage begins by saying that the Lord appeared to Abraham.
Christian tradition has long seen this encounter as a mysterious foreshadowing of the Holy Trinity. This scene
became the inspiration for the famous icon of the Hospitality of Abraham, often called the 7rinity icon.
Abraham welcomes the strangers with extraordinary hospitality. The story therefore also teaches that in
welcoming others, we may unknowingly be welcoming God’s presence into our lives.
Sodom, the Righteous & Intercession:
When God reveals the coming judgment upon Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham begins to intercede for the
people. He asks whether God would destroy the righteous together with the wicked.
Abraham begins with 50 righteous people, then asks about 45, 40, 30, 20, and finally 10 (Genesis 18:23-32).
Each time, God says He would spare the entire city for the sake of the righteous. Yet even ten righteous people
could not be found.
This reveals both the seriousness of the cities’ corruption and the greatness of God’s mercy. God was willing to
spare many for the sake of a few righteous people.
Abraham is not concerned only about himself. He stands before God and prays for others.
This becomes a powerful image of intercessory prayer. A righteous person does not simply condemn the world
around him; he stands before God and prays for it. Through faith, prayer, and intercession, one faithful person
can become a blessing to many others.

New Testament: Matthew 5-7 (Overview)

Beatitudes:

Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3—12). These blessings describe the
character of those who belong to the Kingdom of God: the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, and those who suffer for
righteousness. Christ turns the values of the world upside down. True blessedness is not found in wealth, power,
comfort, or praise, but in humility, mercy, purity, repentance, and faithfulness to God. The Beatitudes give us a
portrait of the life of Christ Himself and show us what we are called to become.

Salt and Light:

Jesus tells His disciples, “You are the salt of the earth” and “You are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13-16).
Salt preserves and gives flavor, while light drives away darkness. Christians are therefore called not simply to
believe privately, but to allow their faith to influence the world around them. Christ tells us, “Let your light so
shine before men,” not so that we may receive praise, but so that others may see our good works and “glorify
your Father in heaven.” Our lives should point beyond ourselves toward God.

The Heart:

Throughout the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus takes the commandments deeper. It is not enough simply to avoid
murder; we must confront anger, hatred, and contempt within the heart (Matthew 5:21-22). It is not enough
merely to avoid adultery; we must guard our eyes and desires (Matthew 5:27-28). Sin often begins long before it
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becomes an outward action. Christ therefore comes not only to correct our behavior but to heal and transform the
human heart.

Love Your Enemies:

Jesus gives one of His most difficult commandments: “Love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good
to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44). Christian
love is not limited to those who love us in return. God “makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good,” showing
kindness even toward those who reject Him. By loving our enemies, we imitate the mercy of our heavenly Father
and break the cycle of hatred and revenge.

Perfection:

Jesus says, “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 5:48). Christ is not
asking us simply to become morally flawless through our own strength. He calls us to grow into the likeness of
God—to become perfect in love, mercy, holiness, and compassion. The Christian life is therefore a continual
journey of transformation, in which we cooperate with God’s grace and become more like Him.

Giving, Prayer, and Fasting:

In Matthew 6, Jesus speaks about three central practices of the spiritual life: giving to those in need, prayer, and
fasting. He does not say “if” you give, pray, or fast, but “when,” showing that these practices are expected in the
life of His disciples. Yet He warns us not to practice them in order to impress others. True spiritual life is directed
toward God, “who sees in secret” (Matthew 6:4, 6, 18). What matters is not appearing holy before people, but
having a sincere heart before God.

The Lord’s Prayer:

When the disciples are taught how to pray, Jesus gives them the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9—13). The prayer
begins not with our own needs but with God: “Hallowed be Your name. Your Kingdom come. Your will be done.”
Only afterward do we ask for our daily bread, forgiveness, and protection from temptation. Christ teaches us that
prayer places our entire life in its proper order—God first, then our needs entrusted to Him in faith. We also ask
God to forgive us “as we forgive our debtors,” reminding us that receiving forgiveness and offering forgiveness
to others belong together.

Treasure:

Jesus says, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven”
(Matthew 6:19-20). Earthly possessions are temporary: they can be lost, destroyed, or taken away. Spiritual
treasure—faith, love, mercy, generosity, and a life lived with God—cannot be taken from us. Christ gives us a
powerful test of our priorities: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” What we value most
reveals where our heart truly belongs.

The Eye:

Christ teaches, “The lamp of the body is the eye” (Matthew 6:22). What we allow ourselves to look upon and
what we choose to focus on influence the condition of our soul. A healthy spiritual vision allows the whole person
to be filled with light, while a corrupted vision can fill us with darkness. Christ therefore calls us to guard not
only our actions but also what we allow into our minds and hearts.

Two Masters:

Jesus says, “No one can serve two masters... You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24). Wealth itself
is not presented as evil, but it becomes spiritually dangerous when it takes the place that belongs to God. Whatever
controls our heart becomes our master. Christ calls us to examine whether our decisions are ultimately governed
by God or by money, possessions, status, and worldly security.

Do Not Worry:

Jesus tells His disciples, “Do not worry about your life” (Matthew 6:25). He points to the birds of the air and the
lilies of the field, reminding us that our heavenly Father knows what we need. Christ is not teaching
irresponsibility or laziness; He is teaching trust. Anxiety cannot add even one hour to our life. Instead, He gives
us the proper priority: “Seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added
to you” (Matthew 6:33).
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Judging:

Jesus warns, “Judge not, that you be not judged” (Matthew 7:1). He is not saying that we should never recognize
right from wrong. Rather, He condemns hypocritical judgment—the tendency to focus on another person’s small
fault while ignoring a much greater fault within ourselves. Before attempting to remove the “speck” from another
person’s eye, we must first remove the “plank” from our own. Spiritual life begins with repentance and
examination of ourselves rather than condemnation of others.

Ask, Seek, Knock:

Jesus encourages persistent prayer: “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will
be opened to you” (Matthew 7:7). God is presented not as a distant ruler but as a loving Father who knows how
to give good things to His children. Prayer therefore requires trust and perseverance. God may not always answer
in the way or at the time we expect, but Christ assures us that our heavenly Father hears us and gives what is truly
good.

The Golden Rule:

Jesus summarizes our responsibility toward others with the words, “Whatever you want men to do to you, do also
to them” (Matthew 7:12). Christian morality is not merely avoiding harm. Christ calls us to actively give others
the mercy, patience, kindness, respect, and love that we ourselves desire. He says that this simple command
summarizes “the Law and the Prophets.”

Fruits:

Jesus warns about false prophets and says, “You will know them by their fruits” (Matthew 7:16). Words and
appearances can be misleading, but a person’s life eventually reveals what is within the heart. Good trees bear
good fruit. In the same way, genuine faith should produce humility, mercy, love, repentance, and obedience to
God. Christ teaches us to examine spiritual claims not merely by what people say, but by the fruit their lives
produce.

Reading Assignment for August 20

Old Testament: Genesis 21-30 New Testament: Matthew 7-10
You will read about: You will Read about:
e  The birth of Isaac e The Golden Rule
e Hagar and Ishmael e The narrow gate
e  Abraham’s test of faith e  Wise and foolish builders
e Isaac and Rebekah e Jesus healing the sick
e Jacob and Esau e Jesus calming the storm
e Jacob’s dream e  The calling of Matthew
e Jacob, Rachel, and Leah e Jesus raising the dead
e  The birth of Jacob’s children e The Twelve Apostles
e Taking up your cross

* See you all on September 3 at 6pm. *

Our Bible Study Journey
Every two weeks we will meet to discuss our readings. Bring:
e Your Bible: We have Orthodox Study Bibles available for purchase, or you are welcome to
borrow one for the duration of the Bible Study.

¢ Your questions: As you read, think about these questions:

Vhat did I learn about God? Vhat did I not understand?

Vhat surprised me? [ow can I live this in my daily life?

Write those 4 things down before the next class so we can discuss them together.
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