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Tone 5  Troparion (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the 

Spirit, born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the 
Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead// 

by His glorious Resurrection.  
 

Tone 5          Kontakion (Resurrection) 
You descended into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, 

resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the sting of death. 
You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man,// 

 and we cry to You: “O Lord, save us!” 
 

Tone 5  Prokeimenon  
Thou, O Lord, shalt keep us and shalt preserve us from this generation and forevermore 

V. Save me, O Lord for a righteous man there is no more. 
 
 

The Reading is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to Corinthians 1:21-2:4 
Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us 

is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee. Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare 
you I came no more to Corinth. Not that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are fellow workers for your joy; for by faith you stand. But I determined 
this within myself, that I would not come again to you in sorrow. For if I 

make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the one who is made 
sorrowful by me? And I wrote this very thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have 
sorrow over those from whom I ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my 
joy is the joy of you all. For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, 
with many tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love 
which I have so abundantly for you. 

 

Alleluia and Verses Tone 5 
V. Of Thy mercies, O Lord, will I sing for ever. Unto generation and 

generation will I declare Thy truth with my mouth. 
V. For Thou hast said: Mercy shall be built up for ever, 

in the heavens shall Thy truth be established. 
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The reading is from the Gospel according to St. Matthew 22:1-14 
And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for 
his son, and sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the 
wedding; and they were not willing to come. Again, he sent out other 
servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have prepared my 

dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come to the 
wedding.”’ But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, another 
to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and killed 
them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his armies, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The 
wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. Therefore go into the 
highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ So those servants went out 
into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and good. And 
the wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then 
the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him into 
outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

 

 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS 

William Zylka, Serhiy, Pat Mamajack, Arlene Hawryluk, Mary C. Moon, Lidiia Zabrodina, Metro 

Senedak, Eleanor K. Laise, Julian Naumenko, Patricia Huly, David Scharba, John Senediak, Ann & 

George Klein, Sophia Karpa, Iryna Farion, Charles Demetrios. Victims of the war in Ukraine.  
 

 

                                PRAYER LIST 
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE 

 

 Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Dennis Currie, Heather Rhodes, Kevin Finnerty, Alice 

Dobransky, Ihor Pavlusyk,  Jamie Maluk, Judith Tipple, Alexandr, Missouri, Jane, Erica Shonn, Sam,  

Lorenzo, Rick Wilson, Tom Drabick, Walter Duzzny, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly 

Mehalco, Jeff Ulbrich, Brittany, Matt, Stephen Shonn, Joe & Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Bohdan, 

Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O`Leary, 

Harold Owens, Dave Zylka, Marianne Carmack, Nicholas Yurchyk, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, 

Albert Auden, Michael Gino Maluk, Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. 

Ukrainian people suffering from war. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/shirley.k.duffy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXt9Xdk7XVdnqUIaVheXiyiS1XiAIbGRHNVY7xIqRBqmq4Fi0Qa3mpisXm490cOrt-Gge7YN0nRj6UJlJ9rZycGfRmRVz7ZwvaNDCJ7nRtNdO28tCjRh1FVfrt1uCiqvizdCxFNc3JdyMqayg9dOVtVHufNmSRM9heC1m5Bh6aGWuwkcJMnVACYZfKOSTv-yjEyNs_DAjtt4Bxh5ROCy6u7&__tn__=-a%5d-R
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This Month Our Parish Celebrates 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Would you like to donate to our Church? 
 

WAYS TO SEND YOUR DONATIONS 
 

1. BY MAIL TO THE CHURCH AT 
 

STS PETER & PAUL UOC 

1025 N BELLE VISTA AVE 

YOUNGSTOWN OH 44509 
 

2. DONTATE ONLINE ON STS. PETER & PAUL WEBPAGE –  
 

http://www.stspeterpauluoc.org/ 

and CLICK ON the DONATE button. 
 
 

3. IN-PERSON AT SUNDAY DIVINE LITURGY 

                                                                                     EVERY SUNDAY AT 9:30AM 

 
 
 

Thank you and God Bless you for your support! 

 

 

1 Kloey Nichole 
Woloschak  

4 Joe Buzzelli 

5 Heather McCormick 
5 Shaun Rappach 

6 John Ewanish 

6 Sandra O Neill 
7 George Demetrios  

8 Yvonne Mark  

12 Raymond Stermer  
13 Rev Ivan Tchopko  

13 Carol Rappach 

 

14 Joanna Newton  
14 Maria Zomchak Sr. 

16 Peter Rudolph 

18 Zena Farka  
19 Joseph Sanetrick 

20 Bonnie Borovitcky 

22 Dolly Mehalco  
22 Zachary James 

McCormick  

25 David Wilhelm 
27 Gary Andrews 

28 Archbishop Daniel 

 

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD  On August 31 On September 7 

General:      $ 1613.00      $ 1793.50 

Renovation:      $ 119.00      $ 262.00 

Online Donations on Tithe.ly      $ 25.00      $ 25.00 

SEPTEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

SEPTEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
September 6, 1981  - JoAnn & Bernard Gnat  

September 15, 1979  - Tom & Diane Senedak  

September 21  - Wilhelm Rhonos 
September 28, 2019  - Davin & Anna Blair 

September 29, 2012  - David & Heather McCormick 
September 30, 2017  - Marcell & Amanda Vitello 

http://www.stspeterpauluoc.org/
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Mt. 22:14 

Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days 
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE 

*   (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:30AM - 9:15AM) 
 

•   Sunday, September 14, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 14th Sunday after Pentecost (Mt 22:1-14)  

The Parable of the Wedding Feast. 

•   Sunday, September 21, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 15th Sunday after Pentecost (Mt 22:35-46) 

Nativity of the Mother of God 

•   Sunday, September 28, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Mk 8:34-9:1) 

Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross 

•   Sunday, October 5, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 17th Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 1:1-11) 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
 

 

Upcoming dates & events  
• September 27 – Parish Board Meeting at 7pm. 

• September 27 – Quarter Auction to Benefit Fr. Olynyk Scholarship Fund 

• October 11 – Food Festival  

• October 14 – Tea & Fellowship with Fr. Mykola at 6pm at Church Downstairs. 

                 Future Dates for Tea & Fellowship: October 14, November 11, December 9 

• November 12 – Chili Cook off  

Church School Calendar 

•   Sep 14 - Church School        Sep 21 - Church School         Sep 28 - Church School         
 

Pyrohy Schedule 
 

ORDER BY DATE:  WORK DAY (Prep) WORK DAY (Make) PICK-UP DAY 
 

September 22  September 23  September 25  September 26  

October 13  October 14  October 16  October 17 

October 27  October 28  October 30  October 31 

November 3  November 4  November 6  November 7 

November 17  November 18  November 20  November 21 

December 8  December 9  December 11  December 12 

Bulletin Dedication 
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary) 

Sun Sep 7 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Sep 14 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Sep 21 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Sep 28 
1. Available 
2. Available 

1.  

Sun Oct 5 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Oct 12 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Oct 19 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun Oct 26 
1. Available 
2. Available 

 

 

For bulletin dedication please call – 330-799-3830 Fr Mykola 
 

 

“ For many are called, but few are chosen” 
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Announcements & greetings: 
 
 

 

 

      •   Portraits of our Church 
    

    12” x 16”  Print on Canva of the  

Interior & Exterior (Set of 2 for $50) 
 

Sign-up sheet is available  

in the back of the church. 
  

             

 

      • With Gratitude to Zenia Goodge.    

     Dear Zenia,  
    With sincere hearts, we express our deepest gratitude for 
the many years of love, dedication, and faith you poured into 
your role as a Sunday School teacher.  
    From the early days when you were the sole teacher for just 
four children, to your time leading our growing team. You 
didn’t just teach, you planted seeds of faith and culture. Your 
written plays brought life to stories of God and as well as 
knowledge about Orthodoxy, Christian love, and Ukrainian 
heritage.  
    You led us with wisdom, warmth, and love. Although your 
formal teaching has ended, your spirit will 
always inspire us. We love and appreciate you.  

-  With God’s endless blessings, 
Sts Peter & Paul Church School - 

 
      • Thank You to Nicholas Yurchyk. 
 

    With heartfelt gratitude, we extend our deepest thanks 
to Mr. Nicholas Yurchyk for his extraordinary 
generosity in donating $145,000 to our parish. Your gift 
strengthens our church, supports our ministries, and 
inspires us to carry forward our faith with love and 
dedication.  
    We are also grateful for the beautiful hand-made 
Ukrainian bandura you donated, a cultural treasure 
that will enrich our parish and preserve our heritage for 
generations to come. May the Lord richly reward your 
kindness and grant you many blessed years in health, 
joy, and peace. 
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•  Quarter Auction - September 27 
Money to Benefit Fr. Olynyk Scholarship Fund 

Doors: 10 am    |    Auction Begins: 11am 

Please Join us for the Auction,  

Bring your family & friends! 

Bring plenty of cash (NO QUARTERS) to purchase tickets and bid! 
 

We’d appreciate your donations of cash or gift cards by Sunday September 14th so we 
can complete our preparations for the Quarter Auction /  

!!! More importantly we’d love for you to attend and have fun with us September 27 !!! 

For more info: Crystal – 330 766 6872  Yvonne – 330 402 8716                Let`s benefit our Scholarship Fund               
 

Quarter Auction Flyer – Bulletin page 16 
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Reflection on The Parable 
of the Wedding Feast (Mt 22:1–14) 
 
Invitation of Grace 
The parable begins with a king preparing a 
wedding banquet for his son. This is an 
image of God’s kingdom: a feast of joy, love, 
and communion. The king’s invitation is 
pure grace—no one earns it, it is freely 
given. Yet, many ignore or reject the 
invitation. This reminds us that God’s love 
is generous and wide, but it requires our 
response. Grace is offered, but it is not 
forced. 
 

The Rejection of the Call 
Those first invited made excuses, tending to 
their farms and businesses. Worse, some 
mistreated and killed the servants. Jesus was speaking to the religious leaders of His day, 
who ignored God’s call through the prophets and would ultimately reject Him. Yet this 
speaks to us, too: how often do we let work, possessions, or personal interests take priority 
over God’s invitation to deeper life with Him? 
 

The Open Invitation 
When the first invitees reject the banquet, the king extends the call to everyone—“both good 
and bad.” This is the heart of the Gospel: the kingdom is open to all, regardless of 
background, status, or past failures. God’s invitation embraces the poor, the broken, the 
outsider, the sinner. No one is beyond His reach. 
 

The Wedding Garment 
The surprising twist comes when the king notices a man without wedding clothes. The 
garment symbolizes readiness—being clothed in righteousness, transformed by grace, and 
living in a way that honors the call. It is not enough simply to show up; we must let God 
change us. Baptism clothes us in Christ, but daily life must reflect that new identity. 
 

Reflection for Us 
The parable challenges us to ask: 

• Am I making excuses when God calls me to prayer, worship, or service? 
• Do I treat the invitation to His kingdom as secondary to my own concerns? 
• Have I accepted His invitation only outwardly, or have I clothed myself in the 

garment of humility, repentance, and love? 
God’s banquet is ready. The question is: will we come, and will we come prepared? 
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Patriarchal Message for the New Ecclesiastical Year 
 
      Most honorable brother Hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord, 
      By the good pleasure of God the giver of all, we embark today upon a 
new ecclesiastical year, glorifying His heavenly name for the 
uninterrupted and bounteous fruitfulness of the initiatives of His Holy 
Great Church in the field of creation’s protection. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate not only highlighted the seriousness of environmental 
issues from an early stage, but also focused attention on their 
foundational causes—which are inner, spiritual, and moral—and 
proposed solutions based on an Orthodox eucharistic and ascetic ethos. 
      Orthodoxy, in her faith, divine worship, and witness to the world is, 
one could say, the eco-friendly form of Christianity. Thus, the 
proclamation of the Feast of the Indiction as a day of prayer for the 
protection of the natural environment was not merely a reaction to the 
contemporary ecological crisis, but a natural extension of the Church’s 
life as “applied ecology.” From the beginning, we declared the 
inseparability of respect for creation and the human person, revealing 
the common root and interconnection of environmental and social 
problems. Alienation from God breeds a possessive and exploitative 
attitude and behavior toward creation and fellow human beings, while 
life in and according to Christ is a source of environmental sensitivity and philanthropic action. As the 
Lord said: “Every good tree bears good fruit, but a corrupt tree bears evil fruit. A good tree cannot bear 
evil fruit, and a corrupt tree cannot bear good fruit” (Matthew 7:17–18). 
      Respect for spiritual values sharpens our discernment of what is good and what must be done. 
Indifference toward the Transcendent and the “anthropomonism” that follows lead to the entrapment 
of the human being in the earthly, that is, to a shrinking of his freedom into pragmatic choices and 
decisions, always intertwined with superficial views of reality and with the identification of the good 
with “what happens to be useful.” The timely call for “ecological repentance”—beyond the call to 
remorse for the ecological damage already inflicted—and to a radical change in mindset and behavior 
toward creation, also points to the need to transcend the erroneous stance that upholds the view of 
the environmentally destructive “self-regulating economy” as the only path to development. This 
stance further fuels the naive belief in nature’s alleged ability to regenerate itself indefinitely, despite 
the human-induced burdens it suffers, such as the intensification of climate change and its 
devastating global consequences. Today, in addition to all this, is added the pandemonium of war 
cries, bombings, missiles and explosions, which drowns out the cry of the innocent victims of 
merciless violence and the groaning of creation. The future of life on our planet will either be 
ecological and peaceful—or nonexistent. 
      The Ecumenical Patriarchate, alongside its struggle for peace, justice, and solidarity, will continue 
to lead in protecting nature, upholding ecological themes as central issues in inter-Christian and 
interfaith dialogue, and promoting the significance of Christian eco-friendly principles and traditions 
within international institutions, environmental organizations, scientific foundations, and civil 
society. We are confident that cooperation in the field of ecology strengthens our sense of shared 
responsibility for the future and opens up new and favorable prospects. 
      Returning to what we stated in a previous Message, we once again call upon the Metropolises of the 
Mother Church around the world, parishes, and monasteries to develop coordinated actions and 
specific interventions to mobilize the faithful, with emphasis on educating the younger generation. 
Applying the ecological implications of our faith in practice is a defining aspect of our Orthodox 
identity. 
      In this spirit, we wish you all a blessed and fruitful ecclesiastical year in good and God-pleasing 
works. We call upon the children of the Holy Great Church of Christ across the globe to live in a true 
eco-friendly manner and in brotherly love, to pray for creation and for peace, to strive for the 
integrity of the natural environment and sustainability, and to cultivate a culture of solidarity. 
Through the intercession and protection of the Most Holy Theotokos Pammakaristos, we invoke upon 
you the life-giving grace and great mercy of the Almighty Creator and All-Merciful God of love. 
      Blessed Ecclesiastical Year, brothers and children in the Lord! 
      September 1, 2025 
      † Bartholomew of Constantinople 
      Fervent supplicant for all before God 
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Welcome to our 
Sts Peter & Paul Parish 

 

Experience the True Faith & God through 
the sights, aromas and sounds of the 
Orthodox Christian Faith! 
 

We are a parish of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the USA, a self-
governing jurisdiction affiliated with the 
Patriarch of Constantinople. 
 

We hold that Orthodoxy is the unchanged faith of the apostolic church—the church of the seven 
ecumenical councils. Orthodoxy has not accepted theological fads but clings to the teachings of the 
ancient church fathers in a pure form. 
 

Orthodoxy proclaims the fullness of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to all people for their 
salvation. We welcome you! 
 

OUR PARISH LIFE 
Yes, we are a child-friendly and welcoming church. Don’t be embarrassed, the crying of babies is 
music to our ears and the sign of a healthy parish.  
 

EVERYONE is graciously welcomed and is invited to join our parish. 
 

Pastor — Our pastor, Fr. Mykola, serves as the spiritual father of the parish, leading us in worship – 
the Divine Liturgy every Sunday at 9:30am, prayer, and Christian living. He offers guidance, pastoral 
care, and teaching, helping parishioners grow in their faith and deepen their relationship with Christ. 
Always available for confession, visits, and counsel, Fr. Mykola is dedicated to nurturing the spiritual 
and communal life of our church family. 
 

Our parishioners are kind and loving people, striving each day to grow as faithful Christians and to 
live the Gospel in word and deed. 
 

Our Parish has different organizations and groups who provide a special niche for our church family. 
We hope you find one suited to your needs. 
 

Choir — under the direction of Anna Anderson our choir enhances and beautifies our services. Its 
excellence and wide repertoire receives praise from members and visitors.  
 

Altar Servers — Our altar servers assist the priest during the Divine Liturgy and other services by 
carrying candles, processing with the cross, tending the censer with reverence, and reading the 
Epistle. Candidates should attend regularly, be punctual, and serve respectfully. To join, please speak 
with the priest. 
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St Mary’s Sisterhood — Women of the parish engage in events that benefit the church as well as 
provide fellowship and other monthly and annual events. They are an important backbone of our 
parish family by caring for the parish in an unique way. All women are invited to become members. 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul Brotherhood — The Brotherhood is a fellowship of men in our parish dedicated to 
serving Christ through their stewardship. They support parish projects, assist with church 
maintenance, sponsor charitable works, and foster brotherhood among our members. All men of the 
parish are encouraged to join and share in this ministry of faith and service. 
 

Ukrainian Orthodox League (UOL) — Local chapters, both Sr. and Jr., are active service 
organizations of our parish. With wonderful ideas they always engage in fellowships, fundraising, and 
community events. Their efforts strengthen parish life and help nurture future stewards and leaders of 
the Church. 
 

Youth Ministry — Through support of the parish, the YM provides scholarships and programs that 
enhance the participation in Orthodox Christian goals.  
 

Ortphanage Mission Ministry — Raises money to support orphanages in Ukraine and missionary 
visits. This ministry also collects supplies, builds awareness of the needs of vulnerable children, and 
encourages parishioners to pray for and connect with those in need. Through generosity and 
compassion, we extend the love of Christ beyond our parish family to bring hope and care to the least 
among us. 
 

Parish President & Parish Council — Creative and hardworking men and women of the parish are 
elected annually to oversee the fiscal operations and properties of the parish.  
 

Church School — Our Church School offers classes from preschool through high school, helping 
children grow in their Orthodox faith through prayer, lessons, and fellowship. Classes meet after the 
Divine Liturgy during the school year, and all parish youth are encouraged to participate. 
Adult Religious Ed — On 2nd Tuesday at 6 pm Fr Mykola leads an informal discussion at the Tea & 
Fellowship time in church downstairs. It can be a Bible Study, Q & A’s, comments on contemporary 
issues, watching a spiritual movie etc. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

Bingo — Volunteers make up the core of support for bingo held each Monday and Wednesday 
evenings at 6:45pm at the Orthodox Center. Come, join us in helping to support our parish! 
 

Mowing Grass Crew — Our hardworking volunteers keep the church grounds and cemetery beautiful 
throughout the year by faithfully mowing and maintaining the property. Their efforts provide a 
welcoming and respectful environment for worship, fellowship, and remembrance. New helpers are 
always appreciated—join the crew and lend a hand in caring for our parish home. 
 

Church Bulletin — Edited weekly by Fr. Mykola, our bulletin is more than just a schedule of services 
and events. It serves as a tool for teaching and inspiring our parish family, offering reflections, 
reminders, and important parish news. In addition, bulletins are mailed to those who are unable to 
attend services, helping them stay connected to the life of the Church. 
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Parish Website — We’re on the www! The parish website is maintained Jeff Senediak and Michael 
Sernulka. Check it out at: stspeterpauluoc.org for current parish information. 
 

Cemetery & Chapel — Our beautiful cemetery including a chapel is on our property on Osborn just off 
of Vestal Rd. Liturgy is held there on Memorial Day weekend. 
 
OUR WORSHIP 
 

The Divine Liturgy is the center of our worship. It is the mystical Divine Liturgy where the history of our 
salvation is recounted, and Christ’s sacrifice is made present and available to us. 
 

On Sundays, the Divine Liturgy begins at 9:30 am. Our Sunday Liturgy is always served in English. 
Many of the traditional hymns are in both Ukrainian and English. The congregation actively 
participates in singing. The words to our hymns are printed in the new black Liturgy books and Bibles 
are in every pew. 
 

The sacrament of Confession is available prior to the Liturgy on Sundays 8:30 AM – 9:15 AM. 
 

While we welcome everyone to attend services, we do not practice open communion. That is, only 
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer, fasting, and the Sacrament of 
Confession may receive the Body and Blood of our Lord. For visitors, we invite you to come forward 
for a priestly blessing and receive a piece of blessed bread after the Liturgy. To be able to receive 
Communion one must be received into the Orthodox Faith. 
 

Fr. Mykola Zomchak is our pastor and he would enjoy meeting you! Everyone is invited to attend the 
coffee fellowship after services to meet our parishioners. Make yourself known to our ushers and sign 
the guest book at the church entrance. 
 

OUR HISTORY 
 

Our parish was established in 1924. The original 25 families who pioneered the beginning of Saints 
Peter & Paul grew to over 375 families by 1937 and 600 by 1950, reflecting the vibrant growth of the 
Ukrainian community in the Youngstown area. Our beautiful church temple was built in 1946 and has 
stood as a beacon of faith for generations. Last year we joyfully celebrated our 100th anniversary, 
offering gratitude to the Lord for a century of blessings and praying for His continued guidance into the 
future. Today, our parish numbers over 100 families and remains active in parish, diocesan, and 
community life, carrying forward the faith and traditions entrusted to us. 
 
Saints Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church  Pastor: Rev. Fr. Mykola Zomchak 
1025 N. Belle Vista Ave.     Parish President: Chuck Woloschak 
Youngstown, Ohio 44509     Choir Director: Anna Anderson 
    
Church: 330-799-3830     Parish Website: stspeterpauluoc.org   

Welcome and God Bless You! 
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Orthodox Christianity 101  
 
 

    BIBLE 
The written record of God’s revelation is the Bible, which means the book, 
or the books. The Bible is also called the Holy Scriptures. Scripture as a 
word simply means writings. 
The Bible was written over thousands of years by many different people. It 
is divided into two testaments or covenants. These words signify 
agreements, pacts, or we might say, ‘deals.’ The two basic covenants are 
the old and the new; each has its own scriptures. As a book, the Bible 
contains many different kinds of writings: law, prophecy, history, poetry, 
stories, aphorisms, prayers, letters and symbolical visions. 
The Old Testament 
The Old Testament scripture begins with the five books of the Law called the Pentateuch, which means the 
five books; also called the Torah, which means the Law. Sometimes these books are also called the Books 
of Moses since they are centered on the exodus and the Mosaic laws. 
In the Old Testament there are also books of the history of Israel; books called the Wisdom books such as 
the Psalms, Proverbs, and the Book of Job; and books of the prophecies which carry the names of the Old 
Testament prophets. A prophet is one who speaks the Word of God by direct divine inspiration. Only 
secondarily does the word prophet mean one who foretells the future. 
The Orthodox Church also numbers among the genuine books of the Old Testament the so-called 
apocryphal books, meaning literally the secret or hidden writings. Other Christians put these books in a 
secondary place or reject completely their being of divine inspiration. 
The New Testament 
The center of the New Testament part of the Bible is the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
who are called the four evangelists, which means those who wrote the gospels. Gospel in Greek 
is evangelion which means the “glad tidings” or the “good news.” 
In the New Testament scripture there is also the book of the Acts of the Apostles, written by Saint Luke. 
There are fourteen letters called the epistles (which simply means letters) of the Apostle Paul, though 
perhaps some, such as the Letter to the Hebrews, were not written directly by him. Three letters are also 
ascribed to the apostle John; two to the apostle Peter; and one each to the apostles James and Jude. Finally 
there is the Book of Revelation, also called the Apocalypse, which is ascribed to Saint John as well. 
For the Orthodox, the Bible is the main written source of divine doctrine since God Himself inspired its writing 
by His Holy Spirit (see 2Tim 3.16 & 2Pet 1.20). This is the doctrine of the inspiration of the Bible, namely that 
men inspired by God wrote the words which are truly their own human words-all words are human!-but which 
nevertheless may be called all together the Word of God. Thus, the Bible is the Word of God in written form 
because it contains not merely the thoughts and experiences of men, but the very self-revelation of God. 
The center of the Bible as the written Word of God in human form is the person of the Living Word of God in 
human form, Jesus Christ. All parts of the Bible are interpreted in the Orthodox Church in the light of Christ 
since everything in the Bible leads up to Christ and speaks about Him (Lk 24.44). This fact is symbolized in 
the Orthodox Church by the fact that only the book of the four gospels is enthroned on the altars of our 
churches and not the entire Bible. This is so because everything in the Bible is fulfilled in Christ. 

https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?2Tim.3:16
https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?2Pet.1:20
https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Lk.24:44
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