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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

Tone 1 Troparion (Resurrection) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, while the soldiers were guarding Your most 
pure body, You rose on the third day, O Savior,  granting life to the world. The powers of 

heaven therefore cried to You, O Giver of Life: “Glory to Your Resurrection, O Christ! Glory 
to Your Kingdom!// Glory to Your dispensation, O Lover of mankind!” 

 
 
 

Tone 1  Kontakion (Resurrection) 
As God, You rose from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Yourself. Human nature 

praises You as God, for death has vanished. Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is 
freed from bondage and cries to You:// “You are the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!” 

 
 

Tone 1  Prokeimenon – (Resurrection) 
Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us /as we have set our hope on You! (Ps. 32:22) 

V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous!  Praise befits the just! 
 
 

The Reading is from the 2nd Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians 9:6-11 
     Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously.  Each of you should give 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you 
abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 
abound in every good work.  As it is written: “They have freely scattered their 

gifts to the poor;    their righteousness endures forever.” Now he who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge 
the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God. 

    Alleluia and Verses Tone 1 
V. God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me. (Ps. 17:48) 

V. He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David,  
His anointed, and his seed forever. (Ps. 17:51) 

 
 

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. Luke 6:31-36 
    Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them.  And if 
you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid 
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in full.  But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. 
 

 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS 

William Zylka, Serhiy, Pat Mamajack, Arlene Hawryluk, Mary C. Moon, Lidiia Zabrodina, Metro 

Senedak, Eleanor K. Laise, Julian Naumenko, Patricia Huly, John Senediak, Ann & George Klein, 

Sophia Karpa, Verna Swartz.  Victims of the war in Ukraine.  
 

                                PRAYER LIST 
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE 

 

 Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Patricia Mogish, Denny Lightner, Dennis Currie, Heather 

Rhodes, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Ihor Pavlusyk,  Jamie Maluk, Judith Tipple, Alexandr, 

Missouri, Jane, Erica Shonn, Sam,  Lorenzo, Rick Wilson, Tom Drabick, Walter Duzzny, Lori, Christine 

Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Jeff Ulbrich, Stephen Shonn, Joe & Thelma Zemko, Artur 

Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn 

O`Leary, Harold Owens,  Marianne Carmack, Nicholas Yurchyk, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter 

Anderson, Albert Auden,  Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian 

people suffering from war. 
 

 

This Month Our Parish Celebrates 
 

 

May the Lord Bless you with 
Great Health and Joy in 

Your Heart! 
 

3 Sarah Rhodes 
5 Christopher Rappach 

7 Delia Walkowiec  

8 Elizabeth Zets  
11 Addison Ratliff  

12 Linda Serrano 

13 Volodymyr Koval  
14 Pat Mounce  

14 Dominic Woloschak 

15 Jessica Slagel 
16 Fred Battisti Jr. 

17 Charles G. Senediak  

 

18 David Spanja  
18 Carla Rogensky 

21 Joseph Owens  

23 Waltraud Demetrius  
27 David Zylka  

27 Artem Zhelyabin 

28 Steven Majetich 
29 Margie Senediak  

29 Mary K. Woloschak  

30 Mary Bobersky 
31 Sharlene Senediak 

31 Rick Wilson  

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD  On September 28 On October 5 

General:      $ 1383.00      $ 2791.00 

Renovation:      $ 93.00      $ 00.00 

Online Donations on Tithe.ly      $ 40.00      $ 25.00 

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 
OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
October 8, 1955    - Joseph & Thelma Zemko 

October 12, 2024  - Brandon & Stefanie Rappach 

https://www.facebook.com/shirley.k.duffy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXt9Xdk7XVdnqUIaVheXiyiS1XiAIbGRHNVY7xIqRBqmq4Fi0Qa3mpisXm490cOrt-Gge7YN0nRj6UJlJ9rZycGfRmRVz7ZwvaNDCJ7nRtNdO28tCjRh1FVfrt1uCiqvizdCxFNc3JdyMqayg9dOVtVHufNmSRM9heC1m5Bh6aGWuwkcJMnVACYZfKOSTv-yjEyNs_DAjtt4Bxh5ROCy6u7&__tn__=-a%5d-R


5 

 

Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days 
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE 

*   (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:30AM - 9:15AM) 
 

•   Sunday, October 12, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 18th Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 6:31-36) 

Sermon on the Plain: Love Your Enemies 

•   Sunday, October 19, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 19th Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 7:11-16) 

Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son at Nain 

•   Sunday, October 26, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 20h Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:5-15) 

The Parable of the Sower 
 

 

 

Upcoming dates & events  
• October 11 – Food Festival  

• October 14 – Tea & Fellowship with Fr. Mykola at 6pm at Church Downstairs. 

                 Future Dates for Tea & Fellowship: October 14, November 11, December 9 

• October 20-24 – Mission Strudel Sale. Order by Mon, Oct 20 || Pick up on Fri, Oct 24 - 10am- NOON 

                              For orders or information - Call 330.792.6699 or 330.799.7911. Strudel Sale Flyer – Bull p. 10 

• November 9 – Chili Cook off  

• November 9 – Slavic Food Festival & Crates & Baskets Raffle 1-4pm. at St John`s in Campbell. 

• November 16 – Parish Annual Meeting. 

Church School Calendar 

•   Oct 12 - Church School         Oct 19 - Church School        Oct 26 - Church School          
 

Pyrohy Schedule 
 

ORDER BY DATE:  WORK DAY (Prep) WORK DAY (Make) PICK-UP DAY 
 

October 13  October 14  October 16  October 17 

October 27  October 28  October 30  October 31 

November 3  November 4  November 6  November 7 

November 17  November 18  November 20  November 21 

December 8  December 9  December 11  December 12 

To Order Pyrohy - Call or Text 234-247-1534, Anna 
 

 

Bulletin Dedication 
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary) 

Sun Oct 5 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun Oct 12 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun Oct 19 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun Oct 26 
1. Available 
2. Available 

1.  

Sun Nov 2 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 9 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 16 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 23 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 30 
1. Available 
2. Available 

 

For bulletin dedication please call – 330-799-3830 Fr Mykola 
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Announcements & greetings: 
 
 

 

• OCTOBER IS CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 
This month, we come together in prayer and compassion to 
support all those whose lives have been touched by cancer. As a 
faith community, we remember the sick, the survivors, and the 
families who walk this difficult journey. Let us continue to pray for 
healing, strength, and hope — and to show Christ’s love through 
our care, encouragement, and presence to those in need. 

 

• NEW PARISH WEBSITE  
We are delighted to announce the launch of our new parish 
website.      Visit us at: stspeterpauluoc.org 

 
• CHURCH GREETERS 

Please prayerfully consider being a church greeter. 
Even as a whole family! You can sign up by contacting Anna at 
234.247.1534 or 330.799.3830 - Fr Mykola.  

 
• MISSION STRUDEL SALE! 

|| Apple or Cherry Strudel $10  ||  Cherry with Cheese Strudel $11 || 
Order by Monday, Oct 20  ||  Pick up on FRIDAY, Oct 24 - 10am- NOON 
 

Orthodox Cultural Center 1025 N. Belle Vista, Youngstown 44509 
Call 330.792.6699 or 330.799.7911 

Cash or Checks made payable to:  Sts Peter & Paul Missions (note on ck: OMM) 
(We are accepting monetary donations which will also benefit the children directly)  

                                                           Thank YOU!                Strudel Sale Flyer – Bull p. 10 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

We Continue to Pray for Our 
Parishioners Who Are Sick 

Get Well Cards 
 

Let us keep our beloved parishioners who are ill in 
our thoughts and prayers.  
If you would like to brighten their day, you may 
send them a Get Well card  
at the addresses below: 
 
1. Alice Dobransky      3. Patricia Mogish 
    3695 Tyler Dr.           295 Sleepy Hollow Dr. 
    Canfield, OH 44406             Canfield, OH 44406 
 
2. Joseph & Thelma  Zemko 
     1549 Navigator Rd. 
     Port Charlotte, FL 33983 
 

Next Dates: Oct 14, Nov 11, Dec 9 
SAVE THE DATE 
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IN MEMORY OF              
 

 

    SOFIA 

      KARPA 
 

+ OCT 10, 2024 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ON THE 1ST ANNIVERSARY OF 

HER PASSING AWAY 
 

 

 
 

 

“MAY GOD REST HER SOUL IN HIS 

HEAVENLY KINGDOM” 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Lovingly missed by  
Pani Maria, Fr Mykola & family 
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Reflection on  
“Be Merciful, Just as Your 

Father Is Merciful” 
 

In His Sermon on the Plain, Jesus 

gives one of His most challenging and beautiful 

commands: “Be merciful, just as your Father is 

merciful.” With these words, He invites us into 

the very heart of God — a heart full of 

compassion, patience, and love for every 

person. 
 

Mercy is more than a feeling of pity. It 

is love in action — kindness shown even when 

it is not deserved, forgiveness extended when 

wronged, gentleness given when judgment seems easier. To be merciful, as Jesus teaches, is 

to imitate the way God deals with us: not according to what we deserve, but according to His 

abundant grace. 
 

When we look at Jesus’ life, we see mercy embodied. He touched the untouchable, 

forgave the unforgivable, and restored the broken. Even on the Cross, His words were mercy: 

“Father, forgive them.” The closer we walk with Him, the more His mercy becomes visible in 

us — in our words, in our patience, and in how we treat those who have hurt us. 
 

Mercy does not ignore justice, but it transcends it with love. It looks beyond a 

person’s failures and sees their need. It does not keep score; it seeks healing. The call to be 

merciful is not about weakness, but about strength — the strength to forgive, to understand, 

and to love in a world that often values revenge and pride. 
 

Lessons for Us: 
 

1. Mercy Reflects God’s Character – When we show mercy, we mirror the heart 

of our Heavenly Father, who continually forgives and restores us. 

2. Mercy Transforms Relationships – It breaks cycles of anger, resentment, and 

pride, opening the way for peace and reconciliation. 

3. Mercy Requires Humility – To be merciful, we must remember our own need 

for God’s forgiveness and approach others with compassion rather than judgment. 
 

In the end, Jesus’ command to “be merciful” is an invitation to live differently — to let 

our lives become instruments of God’s kindness in a harsh world. When we extend mercy, we 

bring a touch of heaven to earth and show others what the love of the Father truly looks like. 
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Divine Liturgy Celebration  
at Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

Youngstown, OH — October 5, 2025 
 

Last Sunday, Oct 5, was another 
beautiful and grace-filled day at Sts. Peter 
and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church. As 
parishioners arrived for the Divine Liturgy, 
they were warmly welcomed by our greeters, 
the Goodge family, who greeted everyone 
with smiles and open hearts. 

During the service, our church 
school children participated reverently—
holding candles during the Gospel reading 
and later helping collect the offerings. Their 
presence reminded us that the future of our 
Church is bright and full of faith. 
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We offered a memorial service for the servants of God Michael and Ewlampij 
Prychodczenko, praying for the repose of their souls and eternal memory. 

We also took time to honor two special milestones within our parish family. We 
recognized Boris Vuksanovich, marking 70 years since his arrival to the United States, 
and celebrated the 70th wedding anniversary of Joe and Thelma Zemko—a remarkable 
testimony of faith, love, and commitment. 

At the Divine Liturgy, we lifted our hearts together in prayer — for all those 
present and their families, for our nation and its leaders, for the sick and suffering, and 
for all those in need of God’s mercy and guidance. As the incense rose and the choir’s 
voices filled the church, our prayers reminded us that we are one family in Christ — bound 
together by faith, compassion, and love. Many approached the Holy Communion. 

In his sermon Fr Mykola reflected on the moment when Christ called His first 
apostles—simple fishermen from the Sea of Galilee. Their story is not just about a change 
of occupation, but about a change of direction—from following the flesh to following 
Christ. “It takes no skill, no talent, no effort to follow your flesh. Even an animal can do 
that. Mature people rise above what feels good and choose what is good.”  

By inviting us to follow Him - Christ is telling us to stop following our flesh and 
start following Him - the source of life! The apostles could have stayed in their boats, 
doing what was easy and familiar. But instead, they responded to Christ’s call and began 
a new journey toward something higher—something eternal. 

In the same way, Christ calls each of us to rise above our comfort, pride, and 
desires, and to follow Him—the source of all truth and life. He doesn’t ask for talent or 
perfection—He asks for trust. He asks for hearts willing to say, “At Your word, Lord, I will 
let down the nets.” When we follow Him, we don’t lose the joys of life—we find their true 
meaning, because we find the Giver of Life Himself. 

Following the Liturgy, the children gathered once more for church school, where 
their enthusiasm for learning about Christ continues to inspire all of us. 

 

To read our Sunday Bulletin from Oct 5, 2025 please follow the link:  
https://www.stspeterpauluoc.org/files/10.05.2025-SUNDAY-BULLETIN-17th-Sunday-After-Pentecost.pdf  

 

https://www.stspeterpauluoc.org/files/10.05.2025-SUNDAY-BULLETIN-17th-Sunday-After-Pentecost.pdf
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Home Sweet Home 
       

as a Small Church 
 

 

When we think of home, we often picture four 
walls, a roof, and the comfort of familiar faces. 
But a true home is more than a building. It is a 
place where love is shared, forgiveness is offered, 
and burdens are carried together. And some even 
say, the home is a small church—a living image 
of the greater Church. 
 

The home is the foundation for every person’s 
formation. It is the first place where hearts are 
shaped, faith is planted, and love is practiced. 
 

• Children learn their earliest lessons of faith and character at home. A child who hears a 
bedtime prayer or sees gratitude expressed before meals learns that life is a gift from God. 

• Siblings learn lessons of sharing, patience, and forgiveness. When two brothers quarrel and 
then reconcile, or when a sister comforts her younger sibling after a fall, they are being trained 
in compassion, loyalty, and love that will follow them all their lives. 

• Parents find their vocation in nurturing, guiding, and sacrificing. A father working late to 
provide for the family, or a mother staying awake through the night with a sick child, are 
living examples of love that gives without counting the cost. 

• Marriage within the home is a daily school of selflessness. Spouses learn to put the other 
first, to listen, to forgive quickly, and to walk side by side through joys and struggles. In their 
love, they show their children what commitment and unity mean. 

• The Elderly in the home bring wisdom and memory. A grandparent telling stories of faith, 
family, and perseverance becomes a living witness of God’s faithfulness across generations. 
Their presence reminds the family that life is a gift from beginning to end, and that each 
stage carries dignity. 

 

The beauty of a home is found in these daily rhythms: meals shared around a table, laughter 
echoing in the rooms, tears wiped away with gentle hands, prayers whispered before sleep. In these 
moments, the soul is nurtured. The ordinary becomes holy because it is filled with love. 
 

All this beauty is not possible without God!  God Who is waiting at the door for us to let Him 
in! Into our homes, into our families, into our hearts! 
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A home is also a place of welcome. Its doors open not only to family but to friends, neighbors, 
and strangers who need warmth, comfort, and care. The kindness shown within a household 
radiates outward, blessing those who enter. 
 

So let us cherish the home as a small church: a place where God dwells with His people, where 
relationships are formed that shape us for life. Where husbands and wives learn to love one 
another with patience and sacrifice. Where parents guide their children, not only by instruction 
but by example, showing what it means to trust God and to live with kindness.  Where children, 
in turn, remind us of innocence, wonder, and the joy of simple faith.  Where even the bond 
between siblings—with its lessons of forgiveness, sharing, and loyalty—teaches us how to live in 
harmony with others. How is it not a small church? If it is, and it should be, a place where God 
is preached, Love, Peace and Joy are experienced. It indeed will be a small church - a true reflection 
of the Kingdom of God.  

 

A PRAYER FOR THE HOME 
 

LORD BLESS THOSE WHO ENTER INTO THIS HOME.  

PROTECT AND CARE FOR THOSE WHO DEPART FROM IT.  

AND GIVE PEACE TO THOSE WHO REMAIN WITHIN.   

AMEN. 

 

Icon: Jesus Knocking on the Door 
 

This icon shows Jesus standing at the door and knocking. 

Notice that the door has no handle on the outside—only the 

person inside can open it. Christ never forces His way in.  

He gently waits for us to welcome Him. 
 

The door is the door of our home and the door of our hearts.  

He desires to dwell with us, to bless our families,  

and to fill our lives with His presence.  

But we must freely choose to open to Him. 
 

As the Scripture says: “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. 

If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in 

to him and eat with him, and he with Me” (Revelation 3:20). 
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     I learned at a very young age the idea of getting your 

priorities straight, what was most important and what came 

first, above all. 

     The old adage, “You gotta make hay while the sun 

shines,” is maybe a good, quick example. The idea is, if it’s 

going to be nice sunny weather for the next few days, you 

better skip doing the things that could be done on a cloudy, 

foul weather day, take advantage of the sunshine and get 

yourself busy out in the hay field. 

     Other things, as well, could have popped up and taken 

priority — say a broken fence. That would mean we must 

take time to set something else aside and mend the fence. 

     Another may have been “Cows are out.” That always 

became a top and immediate priority. 

     Some of the ongoing duties around the farm that were 

always in need of attention, but were considered as lesser 

priorities, may have included pitching manure out of the 

young heifer pens, mowing the lawn, certain upkeep and 

repairs of barn or equipment or simply sweeping down the 

cobwebs and washing the flyspecks off the light bulbs in 

the milking barn (Yes, we had to do that — it made the milk 

inspector happy.). 

     I think you get the picture. These were all things that 

needed to be done, but none so urgent as they couldn’t have 

been put on hold when something of more importance came 

up unexpectedly. 

     Dad may ask, “Did you get that new part I put on the 

mower painted like I told you?” To which I may have 

replied, “No, I didn’t have time because Mom asked me to 

put down hay for the cows; she said they were out.”     Dad 

would completely understand as making sure the cattle had 

hay to eat was so much more important than painting a 

mower part. 

     But something we never had to “make time” to do 

because we always, always, always — and I mean always 

did it every day, twice a day, morning and night, 365 days 

a year, no matter what, was to milk the cows. 

     Never, not once in all the years I spent on the farm, did 

the milking get skipped. Milking the cows on time, twice a 

day, every day was the absolute top priority. Never did we 

“make time” to milk the cows, but rather we would work 

around the milking routine and make time to do everything 

else. 

     In other words, if Dad would ask, did you get the 

milking done like I told you? The answer had better be a 

hands-down and straightforward “yes.” 

     So, in your life, do you have any top priorities?     How 

about eating right, you know, good and healthy? But who 

hasn’t bent the rules on that one? I mean, one can only eat 

so many greens and vegetables before they have to make  

way for a slice of 

pie, a doughnut or 

some ice cream. 

     And, of course, 

we always think of 

our job as a top 

priority, but even 

then, we 

sometimes decide 

calling off and 

making time for a 

one- or two-day 

adventure maybe more important. 

     Priorities in life. Are there any priorities that you can 

think of that are as iron clad as, say, the daily milking 

routine that I grew up with? Fact is, I can: God. 

     Growing up, we never had to make time for milking 

because it was our absolute number one priority. The 

same should be true for Jesus. You should never “make 

time” for Jesus because He should always, always, 

always—and I mean always—be your absolute number 

one top priority in everything, every hour of every day, 

365 days a year, for the rest of your life and for the rest of 

eternity; that, I would say, pretty much covers it all. 

     It is a tall order, most probably near impossible to 

keep, but nevertheless a worthy goal. Matthew 4:18–20 

records, Jesus “saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and 

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they 

were fishermen. Then He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I 

will make you fishers of men.’ They immediately left 

their nets and followed Him.” 

     It does not strike me in these verses that as Jesus called 

to the two brothers to follow Him, He was making the call 

as a “do it when you can ‘find time’” request. And maybe 

more importantly, neither did the two disciples follow 

Him when and as they chose to. Should we? 

     Milking the cows was the central point and purpose of 

what we did on the farm, and we never had to make time 

to do it, rather, we had to work everything else around it. 

On the same token, I’m suggesting Jesus is the central 

point and purpose to our existence, and we should never 

have to make time for Him, rather, we should have to 

make time for everything else. 

     Paul reminds us that in whatever we do, we should 

serve the Lord Christ: “And whatever you do, do it 

heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from 

the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; 

for you serve the Lord Christ.”     Colossians 3:23–24 

 

                                    You should never make time for Jesus               By J. Rhoades 
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Orthodox Christianity 101  
 
      

     THE SAINTS 
   The doctrine of the Church comes alive in the lives of the true believers, the 
saints. The saints are those who literally share the holiness of God. “Be holy, 
for I your God am holy” (Lev 11.44; 1Pet 1.16). The lives of the saints bear 
witness to the authenticity and truth of the Christian gospel, the sure gift of 
God’s holiness to men. 
   In the Church there are different classifications of saints. In addition to the 
holy fathers who are quite specifically glorified for their teaching, there are a 
number of classifications of the various types of holy people according to the 
particular aspects of their holiness. 
   Thus, there are the apostles who are sent to proclaim the Christian faith, the 
evangelists who specifically announce and even write down the gospels, the 
prophets who are directly inspired to speak God’s word to men. There are the 
confessors who suffer for the faith and the martyrs who die for it. There are the so-called “holy ones,” the saints 
from among the monks and nuns; and the “righteous,” those from among the lay people. 
In addition, the church service books have a special title for saints from among the ordained clergy and another 
special title for the holy rulers and statesmen. Also there is the strange classification of the fools for Christ’s sake. 
These are they who through their total disregard for the things that people consider so necessary-clothes, food, 
money, houses, security, public reputation, etc.-have been able to witness without compromise to the Christian 
Gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven. They take their name from the sentence of the Apostle Paul: “We are fools for 
Christ’s sake” (1Cor 4.10; 3.18). 
   There are volumes on lives of the saints in the Orthodox tradition. They may be used very fruitfully for the 
discovery of the meaning of the Christian faith and life. In these “lives” the Christian vision of God, man, and the 
world stands out very clearly. Because these volumes were written down in times quite different from our own, it is 
necessary to read them carefully to distinguish the essential points from the artificial and sometimes even fanciful 
embellishments which are often contained in them. In the Middle Ages, for instance, it was customary to pattern 
the lives of saints after literary works of previous times and even to dress up the lives of the lesser known saints 
after the manner of earlier saints of the same type. It also was the custom to add many elements, particularly 
supernatural and miraculous events of the most extraordinary sort, to confirm the true holiness of the saint, to gain 
strength for his spiritual goodness and truth, and to foster imitation of his virtues in the lives of the hearers and 
readers. In many cases the miraculous is added to stress the ethical righteousness and innocence of the saint in 
the face of his detractors. 
   Generally speaking, it does not take much effort to distinguish the sound kernel of truth in the lives of the saints 
from the additions made in the spirit of piety and enthusiasm of the later periods; and the effort should be made to 
see the essential truth which the lives contain. Also, the fact that elements of a miraculous nature were added to 
the lives of saints during medieval times for the purposes of edification, entertainment, and even amusement should 
not lead to the conclusion that all things miraculous in the lives of the saints are invented for literary or moralizing 
purposes. Again, a careful reading of the lives of the saints will almost always reveal what is authentic and true in 
the realm of the miraculous. Also, the point has been rightly made that men can learn almost as much about the 
real meaning of Christianity from the legends of the saints produced within the tradition of the Church as from the 
authentic lives themselves. 

https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Lev.11:44
https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?1Pet.1:16
https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?1Cor.4:10,3,18
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