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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

Tropar of the Resurrection – Tone 3  
Let the heavens rejoice. Let the earth be glad. For the Lord has shown strength with his 

Arm. He has trampled death by death. He has become the First born of the Dead. He has 
delivered us from the depths of Hades and has granted the world great mercy.  

 

Kondak of the Resurrection – Tone 3  
On this day You rose from the tomb, Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death. 

On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices. With the prophets and patriarchs, they 
unceasingly praise the divine Majesty of Your Power. 

Tone 3 Prokeimenon – (Resurrection) 

Sing to our God, sing praises. Sing praises to our King, sing praises.  
Verse: clap your hands, all your peoples, shout to God with a joyful voice. 

 
 

The Reading is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians 1:11-19 

I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of 
human origin.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I 
received it by revelation from Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my previous 
way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried 
to destroy it.  I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among 
my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers.  But 

when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was 
pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate 
response was not to consult any human being.  I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who 
were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 
Then after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed 
with him fifteen days.  I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. 

 

    Alleluia and Verses Tone 3 
 May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble. May the Name of the God of Jacob protect you 

                 Verse: Lord, save the ing and hear us on day we call out to You.  
 

 

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. Luke 8:5–15 
    “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell 
along the path; it was trampled on, and the birds ate it up.  Some fell on rocky 
ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they had no 
moisture. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the 
plants.  Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a 
hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, he called 

out, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” His disciples asked him what this parable 
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meant. He said, “The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to 
you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see;     though 
hearing, they may not understand.’  “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word 
of God.  Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 
away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved.  Those on the 
rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have 
no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away.  The seed that fell 
among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 
life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature.  But the seed on good soil stands 
for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 
produce a crop. 

Communion Hymn 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  
 

 

MEMORY ETERNAL 
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS 

Joe Zemko, Jeff Ulbrich, Judy Cebriak, William Zylka, Serhiy, Pat Mamajack, Arlene Hawryluk, 

Mary C. Moon, Lidiia Zabrodina, Metro Senedak, Eleanor K. Laise, Julian Naumenko,  

Patricia Huly, John Senediak, Ann & George Klein.  Victims of the war in Ukraine.  
 

PRAYER LIST 
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE 

 

 Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Patricia Mogish, Denny Lightner, Dennis Currie, Heather 

Rhodes, Kevin Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Ihor Pavlusyk,  Jamie Maluk, Judith Tipple, Alexandr, 

Missouri, Jane, Erica Shonn, Sam,  Lorenzo, Rick Wilson, Tom Drabick, Walter Duzzny, Lori, Christine 

Kline, Larry, Soldier Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, 

Shirley Duffy, Michele (Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O`Leary, Harold Owens,  

Marianne Carmack, Nicholas Yurchyk, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden,  

Boris & Kathleen Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffering from any Illnesses. Ukrainian people suffering from war. 
 

 

 

This Month Our Parish Celebrates 
 

 

May the Lord Bless you with 
Great Health and 

Joy in Your Heart! 

3 Sarah Rhodes 

5 Christopher Rappach 
7 Delia Walkowiec  

8 Elizabeth Zets  

11 Addison Ratliff  
12 Linda Serrano 

13 Volodymyr Koval  

14 Pat Mounce  
14 Dominic Woloschak 

15 Jessica Slagel 

16 Fred Battisti Jr. 
17 Charles G. Senediak  

18 David Spanja  

18 Carla Rogensky 
21 Joseph Owens  

23 Waltraud Demetrius  

27 David Zylka  
27 Artem Zhelyabin 

28 Steven Majetich 

29 Margie Senediak  
29 Mary K. Woloschak  

30 Mary Bobersky 

31 Sharlene Senediak 
31 Rick Wilson  

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 

OCTOBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
October 8, 1955    - Joseph & Thelma Zemko 

October 12, 2024  - Brandon & Stefanie Rappach 

October 15, 2016  - Eryna & Joe Sanetrick 

https://www.facebook.com/shirley.k.duffy?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXt9Xdk7XVdnqUIaVheXiyiS1XiAIbGRHNVY7xIqRBqmq4Fi0Qa3mpisXm490cOrt-Gge7YN0nRj6UJlJ9rZycGfRmRVz7ZwvaNDCJ7nRtNdO28tCjRh1FVfrt1uCiqvizdCxFNc3JdyMqayg9dOVtVHufNmSRM9heC1m5Bh6aGWuwkcJMnVACYZfKOSTv-yjEyNs_DAjtt4Bxh5ROCy6u7&__tn__=-a%5d-R
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Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days 
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE 

*   (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:30AM - 9:15AM) 
 

•   Sunday, October 26, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 20h Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:5-15) 

The Parable of the Sower 

•   Sunday, November 2, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 21st Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 16:19-31) 

The Rich Man and Lazarus 

•   Sunday, November 9, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 22nd Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:26-39) 

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man 

•   Sunday, November 16, 9:30AM – Divine Liturgy, 23rd Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:41-56) 

Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman 
 

 

 

Upcoming dates & events  
• October 30 – Parish Board Meeting at 7pm 

• November 2 – Fall Funfest Fellowship after Liturgy at the Hall (bring treats for the kids) 

• November 2 – UOL Meeting on Sunday Nov 2: review of festival & planning for chili cook off. 

• November 4 – Tea & Fellowship with Fr. Mykola at 6pm at Church Downstairs. 

                 Future Dates for Tea & Fellowship: November 4, December 9 

• November 9 – Chili Cook off - Honoring the Parish Veterans 

• November 9 – Slavic Food Festival & Crates & Baskets Raffle 1-4pm. at St John`s in Campbell. 

• November 16 – Parish Annual Meeting. 

Church School Calendar 

•   Oct 26 - Church School / Decorating Pumpkins         •  Nov 2 - Church School / Fall Fest         
 

Pyrohy Schedule 
 

ORDER BY DATE:  WORK DAY (Prep) WORK DAY (Make) PICK-UP DAY 
 

October 27  October 28  October 30  October 31 

November 3  November 4  November 6  November 7 

November 17  November 18  November 20  November 21 

December 8  December 9  December 11  December 12 

To Order Pyrohy - Call or Text 234-247-1534, Anna 
 

 

 

Bulletin Dedication 
(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary) 

Sun Oct 5 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun Oct 12 
1. Dedicated 
2. Dedicated 

Sun Oct 19 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun Oct 26 
1. Available 
2. Available 

1.  

Sun Nov 2 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 9 
1. Dedicated 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 16 
1. Available 
2. Available 

Sun Nov 23 
Not Available 
 

Sun Nov 30 
1. Available 
2. Available 



6 

 

Announcements & greetings: 
 

•  FALL FUNFEST FELLOWSHIP  
 
 

 
   

    Fall Funfest Fellowship Sunday, November 2, there 
will be a Fall Funfest Fellowship at the hall after 
Liturgy. There will be pizza, chips, and donuts for all! 
Our church school students will have pumpkins that 
they have painted on display at the fellowship.  
    If you would like to give our kids a “treat”, attend the 
fellowship, have some fun, and put a piece of candy in their “treat” buckets! 

-  Church School 
 

• Honoring the Parish Veterans & Chili Cook-off – Nov 9 
 

• REPOSED IN THE LORD  
 

   +  Joseph Zemko Jr reposed in the Lord on October 23, 2025.   
Per Joe's request, private services will be held this week. 

Obituary – Bulletin p. 12 
 

   +  Jeff Ulrich reposed in the Lord on October 18, 2025 
A dinner in his memory is on Nov 2nd at noon,  

at St. John the Baptist Church at 389 Clark St, Sharon, PA 
 

May their Memory be Eternal. 
 
 

We Continue to Pray for Our 
Parishioners Who Are Sick 

Get Well Cards 
 

Let us keep our beloved parishioners who are ill in our thoughts and prayers.  
If you would like to brighten their day, you may send them a Get Well card  
at the addresses below: 
 
1. Alice Dobransky  3. Patricia Mogish  5. Judith Tipple 
    3695 Tyler Dr.            295 Sleepy Hollow Dr.  6431 Saint Andrew Drive Apt 4 
    Canfield, OH 44406              Canfield, OH 44406  Canfield, OH 44406 
 
2. Joseph & Thelma  Zemko 4. Bernie Gnat 
     1549 Navigator Rd.  150 N. Colonial Dr. 
     Port Charlotte, FL 33983 Cortland, OH 44410 
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Reflection: 

The Parable of the Sower 
The Parable of the Sower is one of Jesus’ 

most vivid and relatable teachings, using the 

simple image of a farmer scattering seeds to 

reveal deep spiritual truths about how people 

receive and respond to God’s Word. 
 

1. The Sower and the Seed 

The sower represents God—or anyone 

who proclaims His Word. The seed is the Word 

of God, full of life and potential. No matter how small it seems, it carries within it the power to 

transform lives. This reminds us that God is generous in sowing His Word everywhere, not only 

in perfect hearts, but in all kinds of people and situations. 
 

2. The Four Soils: Four Responses 

Each type of soil reflects the condition of the human heart: 

• The Path — Represents hardened hearts where the Word cannot penetrate. Distraction, 

pride, or unbelief allow the enemy to snatch away what was sown. 

• The Rocky Ground — Symbolizes those who receive the Word with joy but have no 

depth. When challenges or persecution arise, their faith withers because it was rooted in 

emotion, not conviction. 

• The Thorny Ground — Illustrates hearts crowded by worries, wealth, and worldly 

desires. The seed grows but is choked, bearing no fruit. 

• The Good Soil — Portrays the receptive heart—open, humble, and faithful. The Word 

takes root, grows, and produces fruit in abundance. 
 

3. A Call to Examine Our Hearts 

This parable invites each of us to ask: What kind of soil am I today? 

Our hearts may change over time. Sometimes we are rocky, other times thorny—but through 

repentance, prayer, and openness to God’s Spirit, our hearts can become fertile ground where His 

Word thrives. 
 

4. Bearing Fruit 

True discipleship is shown in fruitfulness—acts of love, faith, patience, and service. The 

fruitful life doesn’t happen overnight. It requires perseverance, nourishment through prayer, 

Scripture, and community. As we allow God to cultivate our hearts, His Word grows deep roots 

and bears lasting fruit. 
 

5. The Hope of Growth 

Even if our hearts have been hard or crowded, God—the patient Gardener—never gives up. 

He continues to sow, water, and nurture us, transforming barren soil into fruitful ground. The 

message is one of hope: with God’s grace, every heart can become good soil. 
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55 Maxims (Principles) of the Christian Life  
by Rev. Thomas Hopko (Orthodox Priest) 

 
 

1. Be always with Christ & trust in God. 
2. Pray as you can, not as you think 

you must. 
3. Have a keepable rule of prayer done 

by discipline. 
4. Say the Lord’s Prayer several times 

each day. 
5. Repeat a short prayer when your 

mind is not engaged. 
6. Make some prostrations when you 

pray. 
7. Eat good foods in moderation & fast 

on fasting days. 
8. Practice silence, inner & outer. 
9. Sit in silence 20 to 30 minutes each 

day. 
10. Do acts of mercy in secret. 
11. Go to liturgical services regularly. 
12. Go to Confession & Holy 

Communion regularly. 
13. Do not engage intrusive thoughts & 

feelings. 
14. Reveal all your thoughts & feelings 

to God or to your spiritual father. 
15. Read the Scriptures regularly. 
16. Read good books a little at a time. 
17. Cultivate communion with the 

saints. 
18. Be an ordinary person, one of the 

human race. 
19. Be polite with everyone, first of all 

family members. 
20. Maintain cleanliness & order in your 

home. 
21. Have a healthy, wholesome hobby. 
22. Exercise regularly. 
23. Live a day, even a part of a day, at a 

time. 
24. Be totally honest, first of all with 

yourself. 
25. Be faithful in little things. 
26. Do your work, then forget it. 
27. Do the most difficult & painful things 

first. 
28. Face reality. 

29. Be grateful. 
30. Be cheerful. 
31. Be simple, hidden, quiet, and small. 
32. Never bring attention to yourself. 
33. Listen when people talk to you. 
34. Be awake & attentive, fully present 

where you are. 
35. Think & talk about things no more than 

necessary. 
36. Speak simply, clearly, firmly, and 

directly. 
37. Flee imagination, fantasy, analysis, 

figuring things out. 
38. Flee carnal, sexual things at their first 

appearance. 
39. Don’t complain, grumble, murmur, or 

whine. 
40. Don’t seek or expect pity or praise. 
41. Don’t compare yourself with anyone. 
42. Don’t judge anyone for anything. 
43. Don’t try to convince anyone of 

anything. 
44. Don’t defend or justify yourself. 
45. Be defined and bound by God, not 

people. 
46. Accept criticism gracefully & test it 

carefully. 
47. Give advice only when asked or when it 

is your duty 
48. Do nothing for people that they can & 

should do for themselves. 
49. Have a daily schedule of activities 

avoiding whim & caprice. 
50. Be merciful with yourself & others. 
51. Have no expectations except to be 

fiercely tempted to your last breath. 
52. Focus exclusively on God & light, & never 

on darkness, temptation, & sin. 
53. Endure the trial of yourself & your faults 

serenely, under God’s mercy. 
54. When you fail, get up immediately & 

start over. 
55. Get help when you need it, without fear 

or shame.  
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Orthodox Christianity 101  
 
      

     CHURCH ART 
    The Orthodox Church has a rich tradition of iconography as well as other church 
arts: music, architecture, sculpture, needlework, poetry, etc. This artistic tradition is 
based on the Orthodox Christian doctrine of human creativity rooted     in God’s love 
for man and the world in creation. 
    Because man is created in the image and likeness of God, and because God so 
loved man and the world as to create, save, and glorify them by His own coming in 
Christ and the Holy Spirit, the artistic expressions of man and the blessings and 
inspirations of God merge into a holy artistic creativity which truly expresses the 
deepest truths of the Christian vision of God, man, and nature. 
The icon is Orthodoxy’s highest artistic achievement. It is a gospel proclamation, a 
doctrinal teaching, and a spiritual inspiration in colors and lines. 
    The traditional Orthodox icon is not a holy picture. It is not a pictorial portrayal of 
some Christian saint or event in a “photocopy” way. It is, on the contrary, the expression of the eternal and divine reality, 
significance, and purpose of the given person or event depicted. In the gracious freedom of the divine inspiration, the 
icon depicts its subject as at the same time both human and yet “full of God,” earthly and yet heavenly, physical and yet 
spiritual, “bearing the cross” and yet full of grace, light, peace, and joy. 
    In this way the icon expresses a deeper “realism” than that which would be shown in the simple reproduction of the 
physical externals of the historic person or happening. Thus, in their own unique way the various types of Orthodox icons, 
through their form and style and manner of depiction as well as through their actual contents and use in the Church, are 
an inexhaustible source of revelation of the Orthodox doctrine and faith. 
    Musical expression may be added to the icon as a source of discovering the Orthodox Christian worldview. Here, 
however, there is greater difficulty because of the loss in recent years of the liturgical and spiritual meaning of music in 
the Church. Just as the theological meaning of the traditional Orthodox icon is being rediscovered, so is the traditional 
doctrinal significance of Orthodox music. The process in the latter case, however, is much slower, much more difficult, 
and much less evident to the average person. 
    The traditional Orthodox architecture also expresses the doctrine of the Church, particularly in its emphasis on “God 
with us” and the complete communion of men and the world with God in Christ. The use of domed ceilings, the shape 
and layout of the buildings, the placing of the icons, the use of vestments, etc., all express the teachings of the Church. 
The traditional Orthodox church architecture and artwork are expressions of the Orthodox Christian doctrines of creation, 
salvation, and eternal life. 
    It is a very important spiritual exercise for Christians to study the holy icons and the hymns of the Church’s liturgy. One 
can learn much about God and His gracious actions among men by a careful and prayerful contemplation of the artistic 
expressions of Church doctrine and life (see Worship). 
 
THE SYMBOL OF FAITH: NICENE CREED 
    The Nicene Creed should be called the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed since it was formally drawn up at the first 
ecumenical council in Nicea (325) and at the second ecumenical council in Constantinople (381). 
The word creed comes from the Latin credo which means “I believe.” In the Orthodox Church the creed is usually called 
The Symbol of Faith which means literally the “bringing together” and the “expression” or “confession” of the faith. 
    In the early Church there were many different forms of the Christian confession of faith; many different “creeds.” These 
creeds were always used originally in relation to baptism. Before being baptized a person had to state what he believed. 
The earliest Christian creed was probably the simple confession of faith that Jesus is the Christ, i.e., the Messiah; and 
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that the Christ is Lord. By publicly confessing this belief, the person could be baptized into Christ, dying and rising with 
Him into the New Life of the Kingdom of God in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
    As time passed different places had different credal statements, all professing the identical faith, yet using different 
forms and expressions, with different degrees of detail and emphasis. These credal forms usually became more detailed 
and elaborate in those areas where questions about the faith had arisen and heresies had developed. 
In the fourth century a great controversy developed in Christendom about the nature of the Son of God (also called in 
the Scripture the Word or Logos). Some said that the Son of God is a creature like everything else made by God. Others 
contended that the Son of God is eternal, divine, and uncreated. Many councils met and made many statements of faith 
about the nature of the Son of God. The controversy raged throughout the entire Christian world. 
It was the definition of the council which the Emperor Constantine called in the city of Nicea in the year 325 which was 
ultimately accepted by the Orthodox Church as the proper Symbol of Faith. This council is now called the first ecumenical 
council, and this is what it said: 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages. Light 
of Light; true God of true God; begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by whom all things were 

made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and 
the Virgin Mary, and became man. And He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits at the 
right hand of the Father; and He shall come again with glory to judge the living and the dead; whose Kingdom 

shall have no end. 
    Following the controversy about the Son of God, the Divine Word, and essentially connected with it, was the dispute 
about the Holy Spirit. The following definition of the Council in Constantinople in 381, which has come to be known as 
the second ecumenical council was added to the Nicene statement: 

And [we believe] in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. In one Holy, Catholic, 

and Apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. I look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

    This whole Symbol of Faith was ultimately adopted throughout the entire Church. It was put into the first person form 
“I believe” and used for the formal and official confession of faith made by a person (or his sponsor-godparent) at his 
baptism. It is also used as the formal statement of faith by a non-Orthodox Christian entering the communion of the 
Orthodox Church. In the same way the creed became part of the life of Orthodox Christians and an essential element of 
the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church at which each person formally and officially accepts and renews his baptism 
and membership in the Church. Thus, the Symbol of Faith is the only part of the liturgy (repeated in another form just 
before Holy Communion) which is in the first person. All other songs and prayers of the liturgy are plural, beginning with 
“we”. Only the credal statement begins with “I.” This, as we shall see, is because faith is first personal, and only then 
corporate and communal. 
    To be an Orthodox Christian is to affirm the Orthodox Christian faith-not merely the words, but the essential meaning 
of the Nicene-Constantinopolitan symbol of faith. It means as well to affirm all that this statement implies, and all that has 
been expressly developed from it and built upon it in the history of the Orthodox Church over the centuries down to the 
present day. 
 
FAITH: I believe… 
    Faith is the foundation of Christian life. It is the fundamental virtue of Abraham, the forefather of Israel and the Christian 
Church. “Abraham believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen?15.6). 
Jesus begins his ministry with the same command for faith. Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mk 1:15). 

https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Mk.1:15
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    All through his life Jesus was calling for faith; faith in himself, faith in God his Father, faith in the Gospel, faith in the 
Kingdom of God. The fundamental condition of the Christian life is faith, for with faith come hope and love and every 
good work and every good gift and power of the Holy Spirit. This is the doctrine of Christ, the apostles, and the Church. 
In the Scriptures faith is classically defined as “the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”  
    There are basically two aspects to faith; one might even say two meanings of faith. The first is faith “in” someone or 
something, faith as the recognition of these persons or things as real, true, genuine, and valuable; for example, faith in 
God, in Christ, in the Holy Trinity, in the Church. The second is faith in the sense of trust or reliance. In this sense, for 
example, one would not merely believe in God, in his existence, goodness, and truth; but one would believe God, trust 
his word, rely upon his presence, depend securely and with conviction upon his promises. For Christians both types of 
faith are necessary. One must believe in certain things with mind, heart, and soul; and then live by them in the course of 
everyday life. 
    Faith is sometimes opposed to reason, and belief to knowledge. According to Orthodoxy, faith and reason, belief and 
knowledge, are indeed two different things. They are two different things, however, which always belong together and 
which may never be opposed to each other or separated from each other. 
    In the first place one cannot believe anything which he does not already somehow know. A person cannot possibly 
believe in something he knows nothing about. Secondly, what one believes in and trusts must be reasonable. If asked 
to believe in the divinity of a cow, or to place one’s trust in a wooden idol, one would refuse on the basis that it is not 
reasonable to do so. Thus, faith must have its reasons, it must be built upon knowledge, it must never be blind. Thirdly, 
knowledge itself is often built upon faith. One cannot come to knowledge through absolute skepticism. If anything is 
known at all, it is because there exists a certain faith in man’s knowing possibilities and a real trust that the objects of 
knowledge are really “showing themselves” and that the mind and the senses are not acting deceitfully. Also, in relation 
to almost all written words, particularly those which relate to history, the reader is called to an act of faith. He must believe 
that the author is telling the truth; and, therefore, he must have certain knowledge and certain reasons for giving his trust. 
    Very often it is only when one does give his trust and does believe something that one is able to “go further,” so to 
speak, and to come finally to knowledge of his own and to the understanding of things he would never have understood 
before. It is true to say that certain things always remain obscure and meaningless unless they are viewed in the light of 
faith which then provides a way of explaining and understanding their existence and meaning. Thus, for example, the 
phenomena of suffering and death would be understood differently by one who believes in Christ than by one who 
believes in some other religion or philosophy or in none at all. 
    Faith is always personal. Each person must believe for himself. No one can believe for another. Many people may 
believe and trust the same things because of a unity of their knowledge, reason, experience and convictions. There can 
be a community of faith and a unity of faith. But this community and unity necessarily begins and rests upon the 
confession of personal faith. 
For this reason the Symbol of Faith in the Orthodox Church-not only at baptisms and official rituals of joining the Church, 
but also in common prayers and in the Divine Liturgy-always remains in the first person. If we can pray, offer, sing, praise, 
ask, bless, rejoice, and commend ourselves and each other to God in the Church and as the Church, it is only because 
each one of us can say honestly, sincerely, and with prayerful conviction: “Lord, I believe ..”-adding, as one must, the 
words of the man in the gospel-“.. help thou my unbelief” (Mk 9.24). 
    In order for our faith to be genuine, we must express it in everyday life. We must act according to our faith and prove 
it by the goodness and power of God acting in our lives. This does not mean that we “tempt God” or “put God to the test” 
by doing foolish and unnecessary things just for the sake of seeing if God will participate in our foolishness. But it does 
mean that if we live by faith in our pursuit of righteousness, we can demonstrate the fact that God will be with us, helping 
and guiding us in every way. For faith to grow and become stronger, it must be used. Each person should live according 
to the measure of faith which he has, however small, weak and imperfect it might be. By acting according to one’s faith, 
trust in God and the certitude of God’s presence is given, and with the help of God many things which were never before 
imagined become possible. 

https://azbyka.ru/biblia/?Mk.9:24
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 Joseph Zemko Jr, 96 

Obituary 
 

Jan 24, 1929 — Oct 23, 2025 
 

 

It is with heavy hearts that 

we announce the passing of our 

beloved Uncle, Joseph Zemko.   

On  October 23rd,  Joe met 

his Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ 

in person when he was called to his heavenly home at the 

age of  96.   

He was born on January 24, 1929 in 

Youngstown, Ohio.   He was the son of Joseph and 

Philomena Kuzmensky Zemko. 

Joe was a proud graduate of Chaney High 

School, class of 1948.   Joe was also a proud U.S veteran 

serving four years in the navy during the Korean War, 

where he served aboard four different naval ships.  

After the war, Joe was employed by the Dept. of Defense at the Youngstown Reserve 

Base. retiring in March of 1984. In 1987 he moved to Port Charlott, Florida  

Joe leaves behind his wife Thelma Perone Zemko whom he married on October 8, 

1955 and a host of nieces and nephews.  A special thank you to Emma Nichols who has been 

a special friend to the family for the past twenty-five years.  Besides his parents he was 

preceded in death by his brother John Zemko and sisters Ann Gill, Mary Katchmer, Rose 

Rappach and Kay Lasko.  

Joe was a lifelong member of Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church.  Per 

Joe’s request, a private burial will be held at the church cemetery in Youngstown. Ohio.  

Father Mykola Zomchak will officiate.  In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to Sts. 

Peter and Paul Church, 1025 North Belle Vista Ave. Youngstown, Ohio 44509 

Military honors are provided by VFW Post. 

Arrangements are handled by Kinnick Funeral Home. 

“The Lord is my salvation. I shall fear no one; The Lord protects me from all danger;  

       I will never be afraid!” Psalm 27:1 

Per Joe's request, private services will be held this week. 
 
 

The parishioners of Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 

Parish express their sincere sympathy to his wife 

Thelma, the family and friends.  

May his Memory be Eternal! 


