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CHANGEABLE PARTS OF THE DIVINE LITURGY

Tone 4 Troparion (Resurrection)
When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the angel the joyous message of
Thy Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse and elatedly told the apostles:
“Death is overthrown! Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”

Tone 4 Kontakion (Resurrection)
My Savior and Redeemer as God rose from the tomb and delivered the earth-born from
their chains. He has shattered the gates of hell, and as Master,//
He has risen on the third day!

Tone 4 Prokeimenon — (Resurrection)
O Lord, how manifold are Your works; / in wisdom have You made them all. (Ps. 103:26)
V. Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, You are very great! (Ps. 103:1)

The Readlng is from the Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Galatians 1:11-19

' Know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus
Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the works of the law
no one will be justified. “But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find
ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin?
Absolutely not! If | rebuild what | destroyed, then | really would be a
lawbreaker. “For through the law | died to the law so that | might live for God. | have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in the body,
| live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

Alleluia and Verses Tone 4
In You, O Lord, have | hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps. 30:1a)
V. Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! (Ps. 30:2b)

The reading is from the Gospel according to St. Luke 8:5-15

“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in
luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with
sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs
came and licked his sores.
“The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s
side. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was in
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to
him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire.’




“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things,
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 26 And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those who
want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

“He answered, ‘Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, for | have five brothers.
Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

“Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’

“'No, father Abraham,” he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.” “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”

Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
——— . = —
MEMORY ETERNAL
PLEASE PRAY FOR RESTING OF THE SOULS

'}
Heather Rhodes, Joe Zemko, Jeff Ulrich, Judy Cebriak, William Zylka, Serhiy, Pat Mamajack, Arlene w@ 4
Hawryluk, Mary C. Moon, Lidiia Zabrodina, Metro Senedak, Eleanor K. Laise, §

Julian Naumenko, Patricia Huly, John Senediak, Ann & George Klein.
Victims of the war in Ukraine.

PRAYER LIST
PLEASE PRAY FOR HEALING, COMFORT, AND SPIRITUAL PEACE

Metropolitan Anthony, Archbishop Daniel, Patricia Mogish, Denny Lightner, Dennis Currie, Kevin
Finnerty, Alice Dobransky, Thor Pavlusyk, Jamie Maluk, Judith Tipple, Alexandr, Missouri, Jane, Erica
Shonn, Sam, Lorenzo, Rick Wilson, Tom Drabick, Walter Duzzny, Lori, Christine Kline, Larry, Soldier
Ivan, Dolly Mehalco, Stephen Shonn, Thelma Zemko, Artur Bohuslav, Lori Hayda, Shirley Duffy, Michele
(Senediak) Caulder, Dobrodiyka Lilya, Sandy, Marilyn O'Leary, Harold Owens, Marianne Carmack,
Nicholas Yurchyk, Pauline Witkowsky, Eileen Maluk, Peter Anderson, Albert Auden, Boris & Kathleen
Vuksanovich, Kathy Zebel. People Suffermg from any Illnesses Ukrainian people suffering from war.

THIS MONTH OUR PARISH CELEBRATES

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
. 1 Jason M Medved 15 Thomas Senedak
November 21, 1981 — Chuck & Annie Woloschak 3 William Terlecki Jr 15 Michael Semchee Jr
November 23, 1963 — Charlie & Margie Senediak 4 Linda Novak 16 Joseph K. Gnat
H : 5 Gregory J Yuschak 20 Greg Ulrich
November 29, 201.4 Brian & Jessica Slage.I 9 Johﬁ TIIyBurlock Sr 22 David J Ig(oroczynsky
November 30 — Michael & Susan Perankovich 10 Kathy Zebel 22 Natalia Novicky
10 Steve Medved 22 Christine A. Burlock
u‘fj \e Q l Bl&é‘ -Il 11 Maria Melnykovich 22 Steven R. Telischak II
W W’b 12 Elliot David Newton 22 Sophia Anderson
| l u] 12 James Rhodes 24 Bella Dombrovskaya
gml/ ow ld/ 13 Anthony Kichton 24 Michele Telischak
14 Barbara Semchee 26 Holly Mishey
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Liturgical Schedule & Feast Days /. 9 T\ -
SERVICE AND FEAST DAY SCHEDULE ‘;.
* (HEARING CONFESSIONS ON SUNDAYS BEFORE LITURGY 8:304M - 9:154AM)
Sunday, November 2, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 21% Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 16:19-31)
The Rich Man and Lazarus

Sunday, November 9, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 22" Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:26-39)
Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
Sunday, November 16, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 23" Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 8:41-56)
Jesus Raises a Dead Girl and Heals a Sick Woman

Sunday, November 23, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 24" Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 10:25-37)
The Parable of the Good Samaritan

Sunday, November 30, 9:30AM — Divine Liturgy, 25" Sunday after Pentecost (Lk 12:16-21)
The Parable of the Rich Fool

Upcoming dates & events

November 2 — Fall Funfest Fellowship after Liturgy at the Hall (bring treats for the kids)
November 2 — UOL Meeting on Sunday Nov 2: review of festival & planning for chili cook off.
November 4 — Tea & Fellowship with Fr. Mykola at 6pm at Church Downstairs.

Future Dates for Tea & Fellowship: November 4, December 9
November 8 — Sisterhood Lunch Social with Meeting & Elections to follow - Sat, Nov 8 at 11am

at Denny’s in Austintown.
November 9 — Chili Cook off - Honoring the Parish Veterans
November 9 — Slavic Food Festival & Crates & Baskets Raffle 1-4pm. at St John's in Campbell.
November 16 — Parish Annual Meeting.
December 14 — St Nicholas Play

Church School Calendar
Nov 2 - Church School / Fall Fest ¢ Nov 9 - Church School

Pyrohy Schedule

ORDER BY DATE: WORK DAY (Prep) WORK DAY (Make) PICK-UP DAY

November 3 November 4 November 6 November 7
November 17 November 18 November 20 November 21
December 8 December 9 December 11 December 12

To Order Pyr’ohy Call or Text 234—247—1534 Anna

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD On October 19 On October 26
General: $ 1336.00 $ 1532.00
Renovation: $ 188.00 $ 00.00
Online Donations on Tithe.ly $ 65.00 $ 50.00




ANNOUNCEMENTS & GREETINGS:
. Honoring the Parish Veterans & Chili Cook-off — Nov 9

« Coat Drive for the Children of the Youngstown Rescue Mission

We are collecting coats, hats, scarves, gloves, and socks in all
sizes for children at the Youngstown Rescue Mission.

You can place your donations in the back of the church starting Nov 9.
If you prefer to give a monetary donation, that’s also appreciated — we
can purchase the needed items on your behalf. Deadline: Nov 16
This will ensure the children receive the items before it gets too cold.
Thank you for your kindness and generosity in helping keep local children warm this winter!
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« Warm Greetings to Camilla Marie

Big thank you to Tom Drabick for purchasing a new microwave for the
kitchen at the Center. God grant him many years! - the Kitchen Crew

We extend our heartfelt greetings to David and Alyssa Woloschak on the
birth of their daughter, Camilla Marie. Congratulations also to the proud
grandparents, Chuck and Annie Woloschak.
May our Lord bless the newborn and her family with health,
joy, and many blessed years!

« SISTERHOOD LUNCH SOCIAL & ELECTIONS

=i ——
%ﬁ&u‘r\)\v/ /577 Sisterhood Lunch Social Saturday, November 8 at 11 o’clock at Denny’s in
T Lﬂﬂ*@;‘%ﬂ Austintown. All ladies are welcome to join us for lgnch and to socialize- cost is
7 — what you order from the menu. Meeting and elections to follow for New and
'@ Current members. - Stephanie Rimedio, sisterhood president

Bulletin Dedication

(in memory of a loved one, or in honor for an anniversary)

Sun Nov 2 Sun Nov 9 Sun Nov 16 Sun Nov 23 Sun Nov 30
1. Dedicated 1. Dedicated 1. Available Not Available 1. Available
2. Dedicated 2. Available 2. Available 2. Available
Sun Dec 7 Sun Dec 14 Sun Dec 21 Sun Dec 28

1. Dedicated 1. Available 1. Available Not Available

2. Available 2. Available 2. Available

We Continue to Pray for Our Parishioners Who Are Sick
Let us keep our beloved parishioners who areill in our thoughts and prayers.
If you would like to brighten their day, you may send them a Get Well card

atthe addresses below: 1. William M Kornblum 2. Lori Hayda (room 10)
39 N Dunlap Ave 202 Washington St. NW,
Youngstown, OH 44509 Warren, OH 44483




The 24th Regular Sobor of the UOC of the USA

Convenes at the Spiritual Center
South Bound Brook, NJ - October 16-18, 2025

The Election of Church leadership at the 24" Sobor,
selecting new members for the:

METROPOLITAN COUNCIL MEMBERS: CONSISTORY MEMBERS:

Protopresbyter Stephen HUTNICK His Eminence Archbishop Daniel, President
Rev. Fr. Andrii POKOTYLO V. Rev. Andriy POKOTYLO - Vice-President
V. Rev. Fr. Gregory JENSEN Protopresbyter Stephen HUTNICK - Treasurer
V. Rev. Fr. Victor WRONSKY Ms. Elizabeth SYMONENKO - Secretary

Rev. Fr. Robert HOLET V. Rev. Vasyl SENDEHA - Member

V. Rev. Fr. Vasyl SENDEHA Rev. Mykola ZOMCHAK - Member

Rev. Fr. Mykola ZOMCHAK Mr. Howard WEST — Member

Ms. Elizabeth SYMONENKO

Mr. Howard WEST ECCLESIASTICAL COURT:

Atty. Aleksandra KOCELKD Rev. Fr. Harry LINSINBIGLER

Ms. Victoria SWINDLE Rev. Fr. Robert POPICHAK

Mr. George CEPYNSKY Rev. Fr. Theophan MACKEY

Mrs. Karen FERRARO Dr. Gayle WOLOSCHAK

Dr. Rebecca DRUASH Dr. Paul MICEVYCH

Dr. Natalie BILYNSKY - UOL President
Protodeacon Thor MAHLAY - St. Andrew Society President AUDIT COMMISSION:

Guardians of the Metropolia - Fr. Pokotylo, President Rev. Stephen NASLIUK

V. Rev. Andriy MATLAK

Mrs. Suzanne Marie MATHIEU
Mrs. Tamara HOST

Mrs. Teresa LINCK

To read the whole article about the 24th Regular Sobor:
https,//uocofusa arg/news/4472/the-24th-regular-sobor-of -the-ukrainian-orthodox/

——— e ——————
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Reflection: The Rich Man & Lazarus (1)

Jesus’ parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus is one of
the most sobering and thought-provoking stories in all of
Scripture. It contrasts two lives that could not be more
different. The rich man lived in comfort, surrounded by
luxury, dressed in fine linen and feasting every day. At his
gate lay a poor man named Lazarus—hungry, sick, and
covered in sores, hoping for just the crumbs that fell from
the rich man’s table. The world saw one man as blessed and
the other as cursed, but God saw their hearts differently.

When both men died, everything was reversed.
Lazarus was carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom, a place
of rest and peace. The rich man, meanwhile, found himself
in torment, longing for just a drop of water to cool his
tongue. It is a shocking image—a complete reversal of
fortunes that exposes the blindness of earthly comfort. The
rich man did not end up in torment because he was rich,
but because his heart was closed. He ignored the suffering that God placed right at his doorstep.

This parable invites us to pause and look carefully at how we live. Who are the “Lazaruses”
sitting at our gates today? They may not always be poor in money, but poor in spirit—people in
our communities, neighborhoods, or families who are hurting, lonely, or forgotten. The tragedy
of the rich man is not only that he failed to help Lazarus, but that he never even saw him. His
wealth and comfort created a wall between himself and compassion.

The rich man calls out to Abraham, asking that Lazarus come to cool his tongue or warn his
brothers. Yet even in torment, he still treats Lazarus like a servant—someone beneath him. This
shows how sin can harden the heart even beyond death. Abraham’s reply is powerful: “They have
Moses and the prophets; let them listen to them.” God has already given us everything we need to
live rightly—His Word, His commandments, His love. We are not waiting for a miracle or a ghostly
warning; we are called to respond now, while there is still time.

The story is not meant to scare us but to awaken us. It reveals how easily comfort can dull
our compassion and how faith must always express itself through mercy. Lazarus’ name means
“God helps,” reminding us that God is on the side of those who suffer and that no pain goes unseen
by Him.

In our modern world, where wealth, status, and image are often glorified, this parable cuts
deeply. It reminds us that every act of kindness, every moment of compassion, every time we stop
to see someone’s need—these are the treasures that endure eternally. True faith opens our eyes to
the suffering around us and moves our hands to act.

May we not live like the rich man, blind to those who sit at our gates. Instead, may our hearts
be open to the Lazaruses in our lives, so that when our time comes, we too may be carried into the
comfort and joy of God’s eternal kingdom.




Reflection: The Sand Clock of Life
Life is (ike a sand clock — time steadily slipping

through our hands, one grain at a time. Fach grain
represents a moment given to us by God. The sand
that has already fallen is our past. We can’t change
it, but we can veflect on it — learn from our
mistakes, seek forgiveness, and grow in wisdom. The
past reminds us of God’s mercy — that even when
we failed, He was there to [ift us up and give us
another chance. Our past should humble us, but not
define us. Through repentance, God reshapes even
our broken moments into something redemptive and beautiful.

The sand that remains above is our future — unseen and uncertain. Only
God knows how much sand is left. We may plan, but we should never rely on
the future as if it is guaranteed. “You do not even know what will happen
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while
and then vanishes” (James 4:14). Our trust must rest not in tomorrow, but in
God who holds tomorrow in His hands. The future belongs to Him, and that
should bring peace — not fear — because whatever comes, He will be there
before we arrive.

And then there is the sand flowing through the middle — the present
moment. This is wheve life truly happens, where grace is at work, and where
we encounter God. The present is our opportunity to love, to forgive, to serve,
and to be thankful. Every grain that falls is a gift, a reminder that God gives
us this day — not yesterday, not tomorrow — but today. Jesus Himself said,
“Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each
day has enough trouble of its own” (Matthew 6:34). The Lovd calls us to (ive
fully and faithfully in the “now,” trusting that His grace is sufficient for
today.

So, as we look at the sand clock of life, let us not waste our moments. Let
us remember the lessons of the past, entrust the future to God, and (ive
faithfully in the running sand of now — where eternity touches time. Each
breath, each heartbeat, each act of kindness is another grain of sand falling
through, another chance to glorify God. The sand will one day stop, but for
those who [ive with Christ in their hearts, time will give way to eternity —




¥4 IN MEMORY OF %

KATHY JENSEN

+ JUNE §, 2024

“BLESSED ARE THOSE WHOM YOU HAVE
' CHOSEN AND RECEIVED, O LORD”
-\
&

Y LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY:

BY MARK JENSEN, SON ERIK JENSEN,
DAUGHTER KARLY ALDRICH, BROTHER ALLAN
BURY & MANY OTHER FAMILY & FRIENDS

10
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IN MEMORYOF 3% Vg

JOHN & MARY
BURY

JOHN + JAN 10,1988
MARY + FEB 9,2008

MEMORY ETERNAL!

“THEIR MEMORY BE FROM
GENERATION TO GENERATION”

LOVINGLY REMEMBERED BY:

X SON ALLAN BURY, MARK JENSEN,
" " GRANDCHILDREN ERIK JENSEN, KARLY
- ﬁALDRI{CH & MANY FAMILY & FRIENDS
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The Rich Man and Lazarus (2)

Through this parable the Lord vividly depicts for us the
great realities of life, the purpose of life, and what lies
beyond. He teaches us not to agonize over the sorrows and
the trials of this present life, the setbacks, and the
unhappiness we necessarily experience. He also guards us
from the pitfalls of wealth, pleasures, and attachment to the
material world. The parable also makes plain the condition of
souls in the life beyond: a happy existence in heaven for the
pious and righteous; a wretched condition of sorrow and
suffering away from God for sinners.

The parable was occasioned by the attitude and
comments of the Pharisees. The Lord had just told them the
parable of the Dishonest Steward (Lk. 16:1-15). He had
concluded the parable by telling them: “You cannot serve
God and Mammon” - wealth, that is (Lk. 16:13). Instead of
realizing their attachment to riches and their disdain for the /E

poor, “the Pharisees,” says the scripture, “who were lovers of money (d\apyupol), heard all this,
and made fun of Him” (Lk. 16:14). Thus the Lord told them this Farable of the Rich Man and
Lazarus to reveal to them, graphically, what their condition would be after death, unless they
changed their ways.

Unlike other parables, the parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus uses no allegory, no hidden
meanings and esoteric messages. It is factual, direct, to the point. Then, as now, there are the
“haves” and the “have-nots” in the world: The lovers of the flesh, the materialists; and the “poor
devils”, the destitute, the afflicted, and marginalized. They are both part of our everyday
experience. Now the Lord, through this parable, offers us a view of our reality from the prism of
eternity. He provides for us a divine explanation of our everyday reality according to the eternal
truths of the Christian faith. Thus we why this parable is so valuable.

What, then, are its valuable lessons? In the first place it teaches us that the rich people must
not be attached to their material wealth and pride themselves in their riches, not to place their
hope in them, because riches can easily deceive us and influence us adversely, leading us to their
abuse and to sinful pleasures. Riches erase from our minds the words “spiritual health” and
substitute them with the words “material wealth.” They also harden our hearts, erasing from
them compassion for the poor and the suffering, thus attracting God’s condemnation.

This lesson is a difficult one for us to learn, because our society admires the successful and
the powerful of this world, and despises the poor and the needy. Before lending a helping hand
to the disadvantaged, we will castigate them for not working harder, for not having “made it” in
life as we have, as deserving of their misery, especially in this land of plenty. We perceive any
help we would give to the poor as an endorsement of their status, as becoming “enablers” of
their misery, as modern psycho-parlance would put it.

The parable also has a teaching for the IEoor of this world. And this teaching is that they must
not grumble and complain about their plight. They must not blame God and His divine Providence
for their misfortune. They must not turn into judges of God when they observe how the rich,
though heartless and unmoved, seem to have it all, while the poor man, who lives an honest and
God-fearing life, suffers. They must bear their trials and tribulations with complete trust in God
who is wise, just and good, and accept their fate patiently and with forbearance, thus earning
the reward from the righteous Judge.

The parable also shows us clearly what the goal of this present life is, and that there s life after
death. Today many—not only among those “in the world,” the atheists and the pseudo-scientists,
but even among the Christians—live in such a way as if there is no tomorrow, no life after death,
no judgment, as if everything ends in this life, as if when a person is buried it all ends there,
believing that there is no eternal soul. Therefore they follow the old saying, “Let us eat and drink,
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for tomorrow we die” (1 Cor. 15:32). How mistaken they are. Before it is too late they must come
to their senses, because there is no repentance once this life ends.

The parable teaches us another fundamental truth: The manner in which one lives in this
present life determines one’s eternal future. If a Christian places his hope in Christ, if he obeys
His commandments, if he lives with justice, patience, hope, faith, love, he will enjoy the good
things the Lord has prePared for those who love Him; but if he has lived away from God, in a life
of sin, wickedness, selfishness, and left this life in a state of non-repentance, then he cannot
hope in God’s mercy after death.

We may now turn this sermon toward answerin? a couple of questions. One such question
is: What did poor Lazarus do to deserve an eternal life of bliss? On the surface, not much, but
plenty within. Divine justice was satisfied by the mute, silent acceptance of his poverty, by the
patient tolerance of his suffering, by his quiet perseverance. He lived in hope, faith and trust in
the life to come. How do we know this? If he had not, he would be protesting the great injustice
he suffered, he would be cursing the rich man, throwing the bones he was eating there with the
dogs at his face, he would go mad, he would commit suicide, he would steal and rob and kill. He
does none of these. Instead, he bears his suffering with admirable patience, without even a bitter
word from his lips. To maintain this kind of spiritual strength and purity, this silent martyrdom,
requires great heroism.

Another thought is this: The parable does not dwell on his faith, his creed, his rule of prayer,
his dogma. Not that these things do not matter, but because they are supposed to lead us to give
glor? to God “on account of everything”, both good and bad. So if one lives the crucified life, if
one lives an existence pleasing to God, if one resembles the Lord who “was oppressed, and was
afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep
that before its shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth” (Is. 53:7), if by God’s grace one
finds this shortcut to the bosom of Abraham, do we expect God to demand of us rules of fasting,
and ask what “typikon” (rules) one followed? No, my friends. The Lord said very tersely, “Blessed
are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of heaven” ?Lk. 6:20).

Are all the rich condemned? Is it a crime to be rich? Does the Lord detest possessions,
money? The Church had to answer these questions very early on in its life. And the answer was,
no! After all, Abraham was a very rich man, and so was Job! Neither wealth nor money are
“dirty” or sinful in themselves - but they are dangerous! Wealth is an enormous magnet, which
attracts the heart of man toward the vanity of this world, toward pleasure, dissipation,
immorality, perversion, selfishness, pride, callousness, stinginess; it draws him away from God,
from the obedience of His commandments and the remembrance of His name.

This is what the Lord commanded the Israelites, and what He continues to command us
today: “Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God... When ?ou have eaten your fill and
have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and

our silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself,

orgetting the LORD your God... Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own
hand have gotten me this wealth.’ But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you
power to obtain wealth...”” (Deut. 8:11-14, 17-18)

In summary, the purpose of a parable is to show us what the goal of life is and to awaken us
from the deep sleep of sin and death, from the life of comforts, “good times” and enjoyment we
find ourselves in, and also from our indifference to the plight of the poor, the needy, and those
who are less fortunate around us. This parable of the Lord should bring us to the sober realization
of what is important in life, what is lasting, what is of true value, and if we need to (and we all
need to) adjust our course.

The Pharisees of the Lord’s day did not take advantage of the Lord’s teachings and miracles.
They continued to live a selfish life, oblivious to the plight of the poor. They did not learn to give
generously, to have compassion for the needy, and imitate the good Lord who sends His rain on
the just and the unjust (Mt. 5:45). They did not correct their indifference, carelessness,
greediness, injustice and indulging in this life for a life of philanthropy, charity, justice,
continence, patience, sharing and love. Have we?

https://www.orthodoxwitness.org/the-rich-man-and-lazarus/
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Healing Body and Soul: UOC of the USA Supports
Elderly in Need and Chaplains at War CHARITY

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these My brothers and sisters, you @
did it unto Me.” - Matthew 25:40

For over three years of unrelenting war, suffering, and displacement, the Ukrainian Orthodox

Church of the USA (UOC of the USA) has remained a steadfast defender of human dignity

and a living witness of Christ’s mercy in action. Through countless humanitarian missions,

medical support trips, chaplain service, refugee relief efforts, and parish-driven initiatives, the

Church continues to bring spiritual hope and material aid to Ukraine - reaching those most often forgotten by society: the
elderly, the wounded, the displaced, and the broken-hearted.

With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel of the UOC of the USA, humanitarian
outreach continues through trusted missionary partners in Ukraine, among them Very Rev. Fr. Kostyantyn Kuznetsov, Dean
of the Donbas Region of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine, and his family. Together with his wife Natalia and son Dmytro,
this devoted family has become the hands and feet of Christ to hundreds affected by war - especially destitute elderly persons
who have nowhere else to turn.

In a recent mission, Fr. Kostyantyn reported: “In the morning, together with Natalia and Dmytro Kuznietsov visited a
hospice where nearly 100 elderly people live. They brought many adult diapers and pads, meat and dairy products, cheeses,
fruits, cookies, gingerbread, and sweets.

Many of the residents are bedridden or in wheelchairs; some move with crutches or walkers; some have suffered strokes. All
of them are lonely—many have been abandoned, and others no longer have family.

The Lord teaches us to be merciful to all who suffer. As it is written in the Gospel: ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one
of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.” (Matthew 25:40)

The Church is always with her people. We express our boundless gratitude to the entire community of the UOC of the USA
for the immense and powerful assistance to the people of Ukraine - for supporting the destitute and those who have endured
great suffering. We bow low before you for your love of neighbor! Together we are united by mercy!”

These elderly souls - many of whom lost their homes, belongings, and families overnight to airstrikes - find in the Church
not only bread and medicine, but something even more life-giving: dignity, compassion, and spiritual presence. The
humanitarian relief delivered through the faithful of the UOC of the USA carries a simple but profound message to them:
“You are not forgotten. You are loved. God has not abandoned you.”

The mission of mercy extends also to those who risk their lives for the freedom of Ukraine - its soldiers and chaplains. The
UOC of the USA has worked tirelessly to support the brave defenders of Ukraine, not only by shipping medical trauma
supplies, generators, clothing, and field equipment, but also by caring for their spiritual needs.

In the same report, Fr. Kostyantyn shares: “Today we also visited our chaplain of the Donetsk Eparchy of the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine, Fr. Volodymyr Chipura, who is undergoing treatment at the Mechnikov Hospital. We brought delicious
homemade food and treats for the entire ward, to bring at least a little joy to the wounded soldiers.”

Fr. Volodymyr has served courageously on the front lines. “He faithfully carries out his ministry as a chaplain, always at the
side of the soldiers - with deeds, with a warm word, and most importantly, with prayer... Six months ago in Oleksandropil,
a guided aerial bomb hit their position. There were injured and those who died. Fr. Volodymyr suffered a severe concussion,
yet after only a week of treatment he hurried back to the soldiers... Now he is undergoing treatment. We pray for all who
defend Ukraine on all fronts.”

Reflecting on chaplain support in Ukraine, Archbishop Daniel - himself a former chaplain of the U.S. Armed Forces and
official endorsing agent for Orthodox military chaplains - reminds us:

“War does not only wound the body; it wounds the human soul. A soldier can receive medical help for an injury, but who
will heal the fear, the anxiety, the loneliness, the trauma of battle? This is why the ministry of the chaplain is sacred. The
Church must stand not only with the poor and elderly, but also with the defenders of the nation - those who carry upon
their shoulders the pain of an entire people.”

To be Ukrainian today means not only to fight for land - but to fight for faith, dignity, and identity. This is prayerful
patriotism - a love of country rooted not in hatred of the enemy, but in love for God, freedom, truth, and the gift of life.
With humility and love, we offer heartfelt thanks to every parish, priest, youth ministry, sisterhood, and donor across the
United States who has contributed to these missions. Every box shipped, every bandage packed, every prayer offered, every
donation made - it saves lives and touches souls.

Together we are united by mercy. Together we stand for Ukraine - both body and soul.

— = — ——— —
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DO YOU READ THE BIBLE?
We all know that reading books is good

for you. If we know that, we should
remember that reading the Bible on daily
basis is greatly significant.

What is the Bible?
The Bible is not merely a single book, but a
whole li]ararg of books containing many

different kinds of writings: poetry, prayers, hymns, historical narratives,
biographies, prophecies, letters, proverbs, love songs and much, much more. So the
Bible contains a rich variety of books, authors and contents. Some of the sacred
authors remain anonymous. Others, like Moses, David, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John are household names. In certain instances, books were produced by a process
of compilation, revision and the merging of several oral and written traditions. But
what constitutes the unifying theme of all these different kinds of writings? The
Bible — literally, the Book -~ is first and foremost the story of God’s love for His
creation, [is love for the human race, His love for you and me, beginning with the
creation of the universe in Genesis, continuing through the formation of the people
of Israel and the sending of His prophets in the Old Testament; and, “in these last
(‘ldLJS” (Hebrews 1:1), the sending of His Son, “the Word made flesh” (J ohn 1:14) in
Jesus Christ, to redeem us; and ultimately, on the Day of Judgment, the re-
creation of the universe as described in the Book of Revelation.

The Bible tells us:

e Who God is and what He has done for us;

¢ Whatit means totruly be a human being and what
the purpose of our life is;and
e How each of us should respond — with our whole
life — to what God has done for us in His love.
The Bible contains the answers to the most
fundamental questions that we ashuman beings can ask.

— .  — —
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Orthodox Christianity 101

GOD
... One God, the Father Almighty...

The fundamental faith of the Christian Church is in the one true and living

God.
“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God is one God; and you shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your might. And
these words which | command you this day shall be placed upon your heart,
and you shall teach them to your children, and you shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie
down and when you rise.” (Deut 6.4-8).

These words from the Law of Moses are quoted by Christ as the first and
greatest commandment (Mk 12.29). They follow upon the listing of the Ten
Commandments which begin, “l am the Lord your God, you shall have no
other gods besides me” (Deut 5.6-7).

The one Lord and God of Israel revealed to man the mystery of his name.
And Moses said “.if they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to them?”

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” And he said, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘| AM has sent me to you.”

God also said to Moses, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘Yahweh, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, the God of Jacob has sent me to you: this is my name forever, and thus | am to be remembered
throughout all generations™ (Ex 3.13-15).

God's name is Yahweh which means | AM WHO | AM; or | AM WHAT | AM; or | AM WILL BE WHAT | WILL BE;
or simply | AM. He is the true and living God, the only God. He is faithful and true to his people. He reveals to them
His divine and holy Word. He gives to them his divine and holy Spirit. He is called Adonai: the Lord; and his holy
name of Yahweh is never mentioned by the people because of its awesome sacredness. Only the high priest, and
only once a year, and only in the holy of holies of the Jerusalem Temple dared to utter the divine name of Yahweh.
On all other occasions Yahweh is addressed as the Almighty Lord, as the Most High God, as the Lord God of Hosts.
According to the Scriptures and the experience of the saints of both the old and new testaments, Yahweh is
absolutely holy. This means literally that He is absolutely different and unlike anything or anyone else that exists
(Holy literally means totally separated, different, other).

According to the Biblical-Orthodox tradition, even to say that “God exists” must be qualified by the affirmation
that He is so unique and so perfect that His existence cannot be compared to any other. In this sense God is “above
existence” or “above being.” Thus, there would be great reluctance according to Orthodox doctrine to say that God
‘is” as everything else “is” or that God is simply the “supreme being” in the same chain of “being” as everything else
that is.

In this same sense the Orthodox doctrine holds that God’s unity or oneness is also not merely equivalent to the
mathematical or philosophical concept of “one”; nor is his life, goodness, wisdom, and all powers and virtues
ascribed to Him merely equivalent to any idea, even the greatest idea, which man can have about such reality.
However, having warned about an overly-clear or overly-positivistic concept or idea of God, the Orthodox Church-
on the basis of the living experience of God in the saints-still makes the following affirmations: God may certainly
be said to exist perfectly and absolutely as the one who is perfect and absolute life, goodness, truth, love, wisdom,
knowledge, unity, purity, joy, simplicity; the perfection and superperfection of everything that man knows as holy,
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true, and good. It is this very God who is confessed formally in the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom as “God, ineffable,
inconceivable, invisible, incomprehensible, ever-existing and eternally the same.”

It is this God-the Yahweh of Israel-whom Jesus Christ has claimed to be His Father. God Almighty is known as
“Father” through His son Jesus Christ. Jesus taught man to call the Almighty Lord God of Hosts by the title of
Father. Before Jesus no one dared to pray to God with the intimate name of Father. It was Jesus who said, “Pray
then like this: Our Father who art in heaven.

Jesus could call God Father because He is God'’s only-begotten Son. Christians can call God Father because
through Christ they receive the Holy Spirit and become themselves sons of God.

For when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the Law, to redeem those
under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons [or, so that we all might be made sons]. And because you
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying “Abba! Father!” So through God you are no
longer a slave but a son, and if a son then an heir [of the Kingdom of God] (Gal 4.4-7, The Christmas Epistle
Reading in the Orthodox Church)

Thus no man is naturally a son of God and no man can easily call God Father. We can only do so because of
Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. And so we say in the Orthodox Divine Liturgy:

And make us worthy, O Master, that with boldness and without condemnation, we may dare to call upon Thee, the
Heavenly God as Father and to say: Our Father, who art in heaven .?.?.

In contemplating the revelation of God our Father in the life of His people in the Old Testament and in the life of
the Church in the New Testament, certain attributes and properties of God can be grasped by men. First of all, it
can be clearly seen that God is Love, and that in all of His actions in and toward the world, God the Father expresses
His nature as Love through Christ and the Holy Spirit.

Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves is born of God and knows God. He who
does not love does not know God; for God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent His only-begotten Son into the world, so that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the expiation for our sins. So we know and believe that love God has
for us. God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.

God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us (Rom 5.5).
Being the God who is Love, our Father in heaven does all that He can for the life and salvation of man and the
world. He does this because He is merciful and kind, longsuffering and compassionate, willing to forgive and to
pardon man’s sins so that man might share in the life and love of God. These gracious attributes of God are recalled
in the scriptural psalmody normally chanted at the beginning of the divine liturgy in the Church.

Bless the Lord, O my soul! And forget not all His benefits! Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your
diseases! The Lord is compassionate and merciful, long suffering and of great goodness! (Ps 103).

CREATION
Maker of Heaven and Earth...

The Orthodox Church believes that God the Father is the “Creator of Heaven and earth and of all things visible
and invisible.” To create means to make out of nothing; to bring into existence that which before did not exist; or,
to quote the Liturgy of St John Chrysostom once more: “to bring from non-existence into being.”

The Orthodox doctrine of creation is that God has brought everything and everyone which exists from non-
existence into being. The Scriptural description of creation is given primarily in the first chapter of Genesis. The
main doctrinal point about creation is that God alone is uncreated and ever-existing. Everything which exists
besides God was created by Him. God, however, did not create everything individually and all at once, so to speak.
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He created the first foundations of existence, and then over periods of time (perhaps millions of years, see 2Pet 3.8)
this first foundation of existence-by the power which God had given to it-brought forth the other creatures of God:

living creatures according to their kinds .?.?. (Gen 1.19, 20, 24)

Thus, although God is certainly the creator of everything. He acts gradually in time and by means of things

previously made by Him to which He has given life-producing potencies and powers.
According to the Orthodox Faith, everything that God makes is “very good”: the heavens, the earth, the plants, the
animals, and finally man himself (Gen 1.31). God is pleased with creation and has made it for no other purpose
than to participate in His own divine, uncreated existence and to live by His own divine “breath of life”
(Gen 1.30; 2.7).

By the Word of the Lord  the heavens were made, and all their host by the breath (or Spirit) of His mouth. He
gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle; He put the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord, let all
the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him! For He spoke, and it came to be He commanded, and it was made!

In the above-quoted verses as well as in the account of Genesis we must notice the presence and action of
God’s Word and God's Spirit. God the Father makes all that exists by means of His Divine Word-“for He spoke and
it came to be’-and by His Divine Spirit who “moved upon the face of the waters” (Gen 1.2). We see already a
glimpse of the Holy Trinity to be fully revealed in the New Testament when the Word becomes flesh and when the
Holy Spirit comes personally to the disciples of Jesus on the day of Pentecost.

We must make special notice as well of the goodness of the created physical world. There is no dualism in

Orthodox Christianity. There is no teaching that “spirit” is good and “matter” is bad, that “heaven” is good and the
“earth” is evil. God loves His entire material creation with His eternal love and, as we shall see, when the physical
creation is mined by sin He does everything in His power to save it.
Loving the whole of His good creation, God the Father dwells within the world that He has made because of His
goodness and love for man. The omnipresence of God is one of the divine attributes of the Creator particularly
stressed in Orthodox Christian teaching. This fact is directly affirmed in the prayer to the Spirit of God which is used
as the opening prayer of Orthodox worship:

O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of Truth, who art everywhere and fillest all things. Treasury of
Blessings and Giver of Life! Come and abide in us. And cleanse us from every impurity. And save our souls, O
Good One!

The fact that Christians pray: Our Father who art in heaven (or, literally, “in the heavens”) is also an affirmation
of the fact that God is present everywhere, for wherever men move on the face of the earth, over the seas or in the
air, the heavens surround them with the presence of God. The Lord Jesus Christ, in order to have men realize that
the true God, His Father, is not bound to one or another particular place, as were the pagan gods, teaches men to
pray to the Father “in the heavens.” For the one true and living God is present to all, over all, embracing and
encompassing all with His heavenly care and protection. The God who is “over all” is also “through all and in all”
(Eph 4.5). By His Word and His Holy Spirit, God “fills all in all” (Eph 1.10, 23).

Thus, the Apostle Paul also proclaimed to the Athenians, that whether men realize it or not, “in Him we live and
move and have our being,” for “He is not far from each one of us” (Acts 17.27-28). It is this fact of God's
omnipresence in His creation, and our own presence in and to Him, that is witnessed to so beautifully in Psalm 139:
Whither shall | go from Thy Spirit? Or whither shall | flee from Thy Presence? If | ascend to heaven, Thou art there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, Thou art there If | take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea, even there Thy hand shall lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me. If | say, “Let only darkness cover me,
and the light about me be night,” even the darkness is not dark to Thee, the night is bright as the day;

for darkness is as light with Thee! (Ps 139.7-12) .
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