Divine Liturgy Celebration

at Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Youngstown, OH — October 19, 2025

Another beautiful and grace-filled Sunday was celebrated at Sts. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church as our parish family gathered once again in prayer and thanksgiving
to the Lord.

Mike and Crystal welcomed parishioners and visitors as our greeters, sharing smiles and
hospitality that reflect the love of Christ within our community.

The Divine Liturgy was served with reverence and joy, and the warmth of fellowship filled
our church. Together we prayed for peace in the world, for those who are suffering or grieving,
and especially for the repose of the servants of God Anna Sernulka, Stephen J. Sernulka llI,
and Josephine Sernulka Prokup. May their memory be eternal!

We were blessed to have four altar servers assisting during the service today — Shbd.
Joe, Sbd. Jeffrey, Sam, and Joey — each serving with devotion and reverence.

The kids participated reverently
during the Liturgy by holding candles and
helping collect the offerings. These small
acts of service remind us that faith is being
nurtured in their young hearts. Our church
school children continued learning the
Christian Alphabet — this week focusing
on “E is for Eden” and “F is for Font.”

In his sermon, Fr. Mykola spoke
about compassion — a word that means
“to suffer with.” He reflected on how Jesus,
moved with compassion, raised the son of
the widow at Nain, showing us that life
itself is a gift meant to bring comfort,
service, and love to others.

Father explained that compassion is not just a feeling like having pity, but an action —
something that moves us to do good, to help, and to share in another’s burden. He shared a
touching story of a man whose harvest failed. As he left his field with an empty wagon, his
neighbors — out of compassion — each threw in a potato, an ear of corn, or a shovel of grain
until his wagon was full. Compassion, Father reminded us, takes form not in words but in deeds.
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He went on to say that the only reason Jesus resurrected the young boy was because
He had compassion on the mother — so that the boy could help and care for her. This story
makes us realize that the very purpose of our lives is to serve others. Our existence is a divine
opportunity to comfort, help, and uplift those around us.

If we do not throw “a potato” into someone else’s wagon of life, then we are missing the
true purpose of life — to share in the joys and sorrows of others and to reflect God’s
compassion through loving action.

Let us all strive to live with hearts full of compassion, always ready to “suffer with” those
in need and to lift one another up with kindness and generosity.

To visit our Parish Website, please follow the link:

¢ https://www.stspeterpauluoc.org

Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
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. 330.799.3830
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