
​Divine Liturgy Celebration​
​at Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church​

​Youngstown, OH — October 5, 2025​

​Last​ ​Sunday,​ ​Oct​ ​5,​ ​was​ ​another​ ​beautiful​
​and​​grace-filled​​day​​at​​Sts.​​Peter​​and​​Paul​​Ukrainian​
​Orthodox​ ​Church.​ ​As​ ​parishioners​ ​arrived​ ​for​ ​the​
​Divine​ ​Liturgy,​ ​they​ ​were​ ​warmly​ ​welcomed​ ​by​ ​our​
​greeters,​ ​the​ ​Goodge​ ​family,​​who​​greeted​​everyone​
​with smiles and open hearts.​

​During​ ​the​ ​service,​ ​our​ ​church​ ​school​
​children​ ​participated​ ​reverently—​ ​holding​ ​candles​
​during​ ​the​ ​Gospel​ ​reading​ ​and​ ​later​ ​helping​ ​collect​
​the​ ​offerings.​ ​Their​ ​presence​ ​reminded​ ​us​ ​that​ ​the​
​future​ ​of​ ​our​ ​Church​ ​is​ ​bright​ ​and​ ​full​ ​of​ ​faith.​ ​We​
​offered​ ​a​ ​memorial​ ​service​ ​for​ ​the​ ​servants​ ​of​ ​God​
​Michael​ ​and​ ​Ewlampij​ ​Prychodczenko,​ ​praying​ ​for​
​the repose of their souls and eternal memory.​

​We​ ​also​ ​took​ ​time​ ​to​ ​honor​ ​two​ ​special​ ​milestones​ ​within​ ​our​ ​parish​ ​family.​ ​We​
​recognized​ ​Boris​ ​Vuksanovich,​ ​marking​ ​70​ ​years​ ​since​ ​his​ ​arrival​ ​to​ ​the​ ​United​ ​States,​ ​and​
​celebrated​​the​​70th​​wedding​​anniversary​​of​​Joe​​and​​Thelma​​Zemko—a​​remarkable​​testimony​​of​
​faith, love, and commitment.​

​At​​the​​Divine​​Liturgy,​​we​​lifted​​our​​hearts​​together​​in​​prayer​​—​​for​​all​​those​​present​​and​
​their​​families,​​for​​our​​nation​​and​​its​​leaders,​​for​​the​​sick​​and​​suffering,​​and​​for​​all​​those​​in​​need​
​of​​God’s​​mercy​​and​​guidance.​​As​​the​​incense​​rose​​and​​the​​choir’s​​voices​​filled​​the​​church,​​our​
​prayers​ ​reminded​ ​us​ ​that​ ​we​ ​are​ ​one​​family​​in​​Christ​​—​​bound​​together​​by​​faith,​​compassion,​
​and love. Many approached the Holy Communion.​

​In​ ​his​ ​sermon​ ​Fr​ ​Mykola​ ​reflected​ ​on​ ​the​ ​moment​ ​when​ ​Christ​ ​called​ ​His​ ​first​
​apostles—simple​ ​fishermen​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Sea​ ​of​ ​Galilee.​ ​Their​ ​story​ ​is​ ​not​​just​​about​​a​​change​​of​
​occupation,​ ​but​ ​about​ ​a​ ​change​ ​of​ ​direction—from​ ​following​ ​the​ ​flesh​ ​to​ ​following​ ​Christ.​ ​“It​
​takes​​no​​skill,​​no​​talent,​​no​​effort​​to​​follow​​your​​flesh.​​Even​​an​​animal​​can​​do​​that.​​Mature​​people​
​rise above what feels good and choose what is good.”​

​By​ ​inviting​ ​us​ ​to​ ​follow​ ​Him​ ​-​ ​Christ​ ​is​ ​telling​ ​us​ ​to​ ​stop​ ​following​ ​our​ ​flesh​ ​and​ ​start​
​following​​Him​​-​​the​​source​​of​​life!​​The​​apostles​​could​​have​​stayed​​in​​their​​boats,​​doing​​what​​was​
​easy​​and​​familiar.​​But​​instead,​​they​​responded​​to​​Christ’s​​call​​and​​began​​a​​new​​journey​​toward​
​something higher—something eternal.​

​In​ ​the​ ​same​ ​way,​ ​Christ​ ​calls​ ​each​ ​of​​us​​to​​rise​​above​​our​​comfort,​​pride,​​and​​desires,​
​and​ ​to​ ​follow​ ​Him—the​ ​source​ ​of​ ​all​ ​truth​​and​​life.​​He​​doesn’t​​ask​​for​​talent​​or​​perfection—He​
​asks​ ​for​ ​trust.​ ​He​ ​asks​ ​for​ ​hearts​ ​willing​ ​to​ ​say,​ ​“At​ ​Your​ ​word,​ ​Lord,​​I​​will​​let​​down​​the​​nets.”​
​When​​we​​follow​​Him,​​we​​don’t​​lose​​the​​joys​​of​​life—we​​find​​their​​true​​meaning,​​because​​we​​find​
​the Giver of Life Himself.​

​Following​ ​the​ ​Liturgy,​ ​the​ ​children​ ​gathered​ ​once​ ​more​ ​for​ ​church​ ​school,​ ​where​ ​their​
​enthusiasm for learning about Christ continues to inspire all of us.​


