Divine Liturgy Celebration

at Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church
Youngstown, OH — September 28, 2025

On Sunday, September 28, 2025, the faithful of
Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church in
Youngstown, Ohio, gathered to celebrate the Divine
Liturgy in honor of the Exaltation of the Life-Giving Cross.
The service, led by Rev. Mykola Zomchak, was beautified
by solemn singing of the parish choir. Everyone could
experience deep reverence, and a heartfelt reflection on
the meaning of the Cross in the life of every Christian.

Adding to the beauty of the liturgy, the children of
the parish held candles during the Gospel reading,
symbolizing the light of Christ shining through the next
generation of believers. Later, the children also collected
the offerings, joyfully participating in the worship of the
Church.

In his sermon, Fr. Mykola spoke on the theme of
the Cross as a Sign of Salvation. He reminded the faithful
that what was once a Roman instrument of humiliation
and death was transformed by Christ into the greatest
symbol of victory and eternal life. Quoting the Apostle
Paul—“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18)—he emphasized that the Cross
is no longer a mark of defeat but of life and hope.

Fr. Mykola explained that on the Cross, Christ bore not only the nails but also the
sins of the whole world, turning the place of judgment into the meeting point of God’s
justice and mercy. Even the very shape of the Cross illustrates salvation: the vertical
beam reaching heavenward, lifting humanity from sin into eternal life, and the horizontal
beam stretching outward to embrace all people across time and space.

He also drew attention to the third, slanted bar of the Orthodox Cross, reminding
the faithful that it points to the mystery of human free will.Just as the two thieves were
crucified on either side of Christ—one choosing repentance and entering paradise, the
other rejecting Him and descending into darkness—the lower bar signifies that each of us
must make a choice: to follow Christ into heaven or to turn away toward hades.

The faithful were reminded that the Cross is more than history—it is an invitation.
Each believer is called to bring their sins, burdens, and struggles to the Cross, trusting
Christ’'s promise: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Living under the shadow of the Cross, Christians are called to walk in
forgiveness, freedom, and newness of life.
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Fr. Mykola concluded his sermon with a threefold exhortation:
e Let the Cross humble us, reminding us of the cost of sin.
e Letthe Cross free us, assuring us that our sins are forgiven.
e Let the Cross inspire us, moving us to live for the One who died and rose for us.

As the liturgy came to a close, many of the faithful approached the chalice
and received Holy Communion, strengthening their union with Christ and one another.
The Divine Liturgy ended with a prayerful veneration of the Cross, as the faithful left
uplifted, reminded that the Cross is not only a sacred symbol but the very heart of our
salvation—God’s sign of victory, love, and eternal hope.
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