
 

Church History 
 

This history is a testament to the unwavering courage and determination of our 

oldest initiating members: Nicholas Merdich, Alex Bobersky, Nicholas 

Lopushansky, Frank Senediak, Michael Woloschak, and others, whose depositions 

were taken in 1940. 

 

Our people's dissatisfaction with the leadership of the Greek Catholic Diocese and 

Bishop Bohachevsky's arrival in America stimulated our parish's organization. 

 

In addition to spiritual life, our people fervently demanded more democracy and a 

stronger presence of Ukrainian culture in the parishes. The Greek Catholic Church, 

under Rome's influence, did not allow this. This was a matter of great concern from 

1921 to 1925, as written in various Ukrainian papers, both here and in Canada, but 

mainly in Svoboda and Narodne Slovo. 

 

Many people in America and Canada were withdrawing from the Greek Catholic 

Churches and organizing Orthodox Churches. In 1922, S. Mosha, S. Gil, Michael 

Adamowsky, Michael Ivanchak, and others had the idea to create a Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church in Campbell, Ohio. Father Kowbasa celebrated the Divine 

Liturgy. This start, however, did not succeed.  

 

People on the western side of town in the so-called “Steelton” area had the same 

idea. Here lived people who mainly came from the Staryi Sambir region, from the 

villages of Ploske, Linyna, Great and Small, Mshanets, Strilbychi, Bilychi, 

Voloshynovo, Rosokhy, Halivka, Potik the Great, Tershiv, Tykha, Vytsiv, 

Torchynovychi, Berezhnytsia, and others. A somewhat smaller number of 

parishioners came from the Sianets and Rohatyn regions, and a few came from the 

Galitsian Podillia region. 

 

The first meeting took place in the winter of 1922 in the house of Nicholas Myrdich 

(Merdich) at 1653 Hartzell Avenue. The initiative to organize an Orthodox Church 

was given by Andrew Gela, a diak (cantor) in the Greek-Catholic Church, who was 

soon to be consecrated an Orthodox priest. At the meeting, the following people 

were present: Nicholas Merdich, Alex Buniowsky, Andrew Gela, Stephen 

Nanowsky, and Stephen Cycyk.  

 

Stephen Nanowsky and Alex Buniowsky invited Father Leo Wesolowsky to 

celebrate the first Divine Liturgy in the house of Michael Woloschak at 386 

Randolph Street. Nicholas Lopushansky served as assistant. The son of Andrew 

Gela, his mother, and sister served as cantors. That organization did not go 

smoothly because great difficulties arose from the side of Greek-Catholics who 

eventually became members of this Orthodox parish. Within two years, the matter 

had been worked out smoothly. 

 

Father Basil Koshel came from Sharon, PA, and celebrated the Divine Liturgy in 

the American School on Hartzell Avenue.  In the beginning, Father Koshel lived in 

Nicholas Merdich’s house. He then lived with the family of Alex Bobersky where he 



 

celebrated Pascha (Easter) in 1924. The cantors were John Cycyk; John Kohut, Sr.; 

Luc Senczyszak; and Mr. Cybriak.  

 

Regarding the first presidents of the parish, there is a discrepancy. One entry 

stated that the first presidents from 1923-1924 were Michael Bodak, Mr. Cybriak, 

and then John Senedak.  In another entry, the order is given as John Senedak, Mr. 

Cybriak, and Michael Bodak. Leaders were clearly chosen in 1923 to start 

organizing our parish. In an interview in 1999 with a senior parishioner, John 

Senchesak, he stated there were initial disagreements at the beginning of our 

parish organization, and several people left the group and joined other churches. 

Based on this testimony and without recorded minutes from meetings, we officially 

list the presidents of our parish, beginning with John Senedak in 1924.  

 

In the collection book for April and May 1924 are inscribed those who made the first 

donations: Alex Bobersky, Onufry Dziman, Vasyl Pus, Nicholas Lopushansky, John 

Kohut, O. Holiuk, Stephen Cycyk, S. Makar, Alex Buniowsky, Stephen Nanowsky, 

I. Nestorovych, Luka and Vasyl Senchyshak, Frank Senediak, John and Michael 

Woloschak, Nicholas Fedyna from Brovd., N. Pashovych, Paul Gula, V. Hankavich, 

Michael Kichtan Sr. and Jr., H. Husak, Myt. Fedyna, Sr., N. Suchar, A. Hnativ, V. 

Tykhovsky, then came: S. Kril, M. and V. Konyshak, Iv. Vitsentsyk, V. and A. 

Olenych and others mentioned in another place. The first Church Fund was made 

by the following: Michael Woloschak, Ilia Strilbytsky (Strilbycki), and Nicholas 

Merdich. 

 

In 1924, by the efforts of Alex Bobersky, Frank Senediak, Nicholas Fedyna, Michael 

Woloschak, and others, the corner lot of Russell and North Belle Vista Avenues, 

with a little house at 1915 Russell Avenue, was purchased for the sum of $5,500.  

There was an additional cost of $2,000 for a street assessment, which totaled 

$7,500. This house became the first parish home. 

 

The original nine Trustees of the parish who signed this Land Contract on April 10, 

1924, were Stephen Cycyk, Paul Gula, Stephen Krall, Michael Lopushansky (Lapp), 

Frank Senediak, Sam Szlachtianzyn (Slanzan), Alex Strilbycki, Elko Vincencak 

(Inchak), and Michael Woloschak. 

 

In 1925, during Father Koshel's time, nearly $900 was collected among the 

immigrants, and a little wooden church was built to hold services. Everything was 

paid for with cash. His Eminence Archbishop John Theodorovich consecrated the 

newly built church.  

 

Our parish, which started with 25 members in 1924, soon had 100 families 

attending services. 

 

In 1926, through the efforts of Onufriy Dziman, Nicholas Merdich, John 

Lopushansky, Michael Hospodar, and other officials, six acres of land at Donald and 

Osborne Avenues were purchased for burial purposes for $3,000. With an added 

fence, it was then valued at $3,500. His Eminence Archbishop John Theodorovich 

also consecrated the cemetery. 

 



 

In later years, more land was acquired, and today, the cemetery totals 

approximately ten acres with additional land in front. 

 

The church was incorporated in the State of Ohio on May 10, 1927, in the name of 

the following nine Trustees:  John Bagan, Alex Bobersky, Alex Buniowsky, Stephen 

Cycyk, John Lopushanksy, Nicholas Lopushansky, George Prystash, Stephen 

Rohan, Sr., and Stephen Tadla. 

 

The cemetery, purchased in 1926, was incorporated with the church on the same 

date under the same Trustees. 

 

During the initial years of our parish, the following priests served our parish: Rev. 

Basil Koshel (1924-1926); Rev. Paul Korsunowsky (1926-1927); Rev. Isidore Kostiuk 

(1927-1928); and Rev. Basil Novosad (1928-1929).  

 

Father Basil Koshel went to serve at other parishes in New York state.  He fell 

asleep in the Lord on May 15, 1972, in Hudson, NY, at the age of 80. He was laid to 

rest in St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ. 

 

Father Paul Korsunowsky went to the St. Paul, MN, area after leaving our parish.  

He died in 1949 at the age of 65 and was laid to rest in Taft, CA. 

 

Father Isidore Kostiuk became the pastor of St. George Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

in Minersville, PA. He fell asleep in the Lord on January 28, 1942, at the age of 65, 

and was laid to rest in their parish cemetery.  

 

Father Basil Novosad left Youngstown in 1929 and went to Herkimer, NY. He fell 

asleep in the Lord on October 18, 1930, and was laid to rest in Herkimer. 

 

Father Marian Kucher served our parish from 1929 to 1931. Through his efforts, 

collections for a new church began, and $650 was collected.   

 

Father Kucher left Youngstown and went to Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in Carnegie, PA.  He joined the Greek Catholic Diocese and eventually went 

to Belfield, ND, in the late 1950s.  

 

Father John Kosan became our new pastor in 1931. Father John Kosan left our 

parish in 1933. He went to serve at St. Vladimir Ukrainian Orthodox Church in 

Pittsburgh, PA. Father Kosan fell asleep in the Lord in Pittsburgh on June 24, 

1951, at the age of 71. Pani-Matka Anastasia (Nellie) Kosan passed away on May 5, 

1991, at the age of 100. They were both laid to rest in the South Side Cemetery in 

Pittsburgh, PA. 

 

In 1932, the Social Hall (Narodnyi Dim) was erected. Carnegie Steel donated one of 

its wooden office buildings for this project. The remaining masonry work was 

completed through hard labor and donations from parishioners. Though our cost 

was only $650, the building had a value of $7,000. This building was used for 

religious instruction, Ukrainian language classes, choir rehearsals, plays, and 

concerts for many years. 



 

 

Father Leo Wesolowsky, who celebrated our first Divine Liturgy in 1922, returned 

to Youngstown and was appointed our pastor in 1933. 

 

Between 1932 and 1933, chicken coops and a garage were built on our property.   

 

Father Wesolowsky served here for two years until he was assigned to St. 

Volodymyr Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in New York City. He fell asleep in the 

Lord on January 10, 1968, at age 77. He was laid to rest in St. Andrew Cemetery in 

South Bound Brook, NJ. Our parish was organized through Father Wesolowsky's 

untiring efforts and inspiration. We are truly indebted to him for his spiritual 

guidance and efforts. 

 

In 1929, under the leadership of Father Koshel, women of the parish organized the 

Sisterhood of St. Mary, Branch #99, a charter member of the Ukrainian National 

Aid Association. Although this group was not an official church organization, it led 

to the creation of our present-day St. Mary’s Sisterhood.  

 

St. Mary’s Sisterhood was organized at our parish in 1935 with three goals: to help 

the parish financially, to keep order in the church, and to do kitchen work for parish 

functions. Our pastor at this time was Father William Diakiw. The Sisterhood 

began generously giving financial aid in October 1939. At that time, they donated 

$650 in cash, bought two icons for $150, donated $100 for the bell, $15 for a hand 

cross, and $10 for the parish's 15th Anniversary. 

 

Father Diakiw left our parish in 1937 and went to Passaic, NJ. He fell asleep in the 

Lord on December 17, 1955, at the age of 57. Pani-Matka Mary Diakiw passed away 

on July 4, 1994, at the age of 82. They were both laid to rest in Detroit, MI.   

 

Father Stephen Musiychuk arrived in 1937 and stayed at our parish until 1941. 

During those years, we experienced tremendous growth and development, not only 

spiritually but also culturally.   

 

Every year, on the first Sunday after November 1, the community, the choir, and 

the school celebrated the so-called November Feast, the Independence of the 

Ukrainian State on November 1, 1918. Similarly, the parish celebrated Shevchenko 

Concerts, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, concerts to honor Ivan Franko and Olha 

Basarab, the celebration of the unification of the Ukrainian lands, and other 

national celebrations. 

 

At this time, church services were held every Sunday and on Holy Feast Days from 

10:00 AM to 12:00 noon. Evening services were from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. In the winter, 

services were conducted at 8:30 AM. A little Liturgy was celebrated for the children 

in the summer from 8:00 to 9:00 AM. The Children’s Choir sang under the direction 

of Miss Irene Musiychuk. Alex Musiychuk served as cantor while Mykhas Sydor 

and Bohdan Nedostup read the Creed. The boys assisted at the Altar and collected 

money during this little Liturgy. 

 



 

Our parish formed a Bandurist Choir in March 1937 under the leadership of Father 

Musiychuk and cantor, Theodore Kolonsky. Besides singing during the Divine 

Liturgy, this choir performed at many concerts throughout the area. They had a 

repertoire of over 120 folk songs. 

 

During Father Musiychuk’s tenure, a Ridna Shkola (Ukrainian School) existed.  The 

school operated from 4:00 to 7:00 PM four evenings a week: Monday, Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday. On Friday, children also learned catechism.  The class was 

taught by Father Musiychuk. Children used a textbook written by Matviychuk, 

which was printed in Lviv, Ukraine. The largest class was in 1937, when 100 

students were enrolled. In 1938 and 1939, there were 80 students and 70 students 

in 1940. Students in the upper classes learned about the history of Ukraine, 

grammar, and literature. Every June the students performed concerts, theatre 

pieces, and operettas. In addition to learning Ukrainian writing, the children 

learned Sich (a Kozaks’ Order) exercises according to Father Musiychuk’s textbook. 

A great deal of time was also devoted to Ukrainian song and art.   

 

Even though many charter members went to their eternal repose by this time, our 

parish continued to grow because many families were still young, and God blessed 

them with children. Many new parishioners also joined the church. After all the 

debts for the purchased possessions were paid off, it initially seemed that things 

would become easier; there would be no need to work as hard for the parish, and no 

need for as many sacrifices as before. However, with the growth of our parish 

membership, it became evident that the little church was too small to contain all 

those attending the services. Again, discussions began among several people, and 

then among all parishioners, that a larger church must be built. As early as 

February 1930, donations for this purpose began to be collected.  However, the 

dream to build a new church had to be postponed due to the Great Depression. 

Building the new church was halted till 1939. As the war began in Europe, people 

started to earn more money and offer their donations. When enough money was 

collected, a decision was made to start the construction. 

 

At the annual meeting on December 25, 1938, Father Musiychuk suggested that if 

there was $2,500 in the Treasury and the church properties, valued at $25,000, 

were paid off, then construction of the new church is possible. This matter was 

handed over to the new Executive Committee, which soon called a meeting on 

February 20, 1939. It was decided that people should go to every parishioner’s 

house and ask for donations. At the meeting of the Trustees on May 20, 1939, it was 

decided that if 100 people agreed to donate $3,000 to the fund, construction would 

begin.   

 

Used bricks were purchased and cleaned for the 15th Anniversary on July 16, 1939.  

A crew of parishioners and even children cleaned these bricks by hand without pay.  

Most of the men cleaned about 1,000 bricks each. The anniversary celebration 

brought $800 net profit, encouraging everyone to start construction.   

 

Alex Bobersky presented the lowest-priced contractor, James DeBartolo, to the 

Trustees. Through the Executive Committee's efforts, Harry Napsha of Neville 

Island, PA, drew the plans for the new church. On August 20, 1939, in the presence 



 

of Harry Napsha, a Building Committee was elected from 23 persons who then 

chose the Executive Committee from among themselves.  Members of the 

Committee agreed that the church size would be 45 feet by 80 feet. On September 9, 

it was decided to move the old church into the back and start the construction. 

 

At the meeting of the Building Committee on October 17, 1939, Harry Napsha 

estimated a cost of $25,000 for construction; James DeBartolo gave an estimate of 

$21,000 or $13,000 for a “rough” finish. At the meeting of October 21, it was decided 

to determine the price of materials and then consider whom to choose as the 

builder. 

 

At the meeting on October 28, after discussing the plans and materials, it was 

decided to give this work to Mr. DeBartolo in the form of a partial contract. This 

contract depended on the availability of money collected and a stipulation to allow 

us to purchase materials ourselves. 

 

This resolution was confirmed by a general parish meeting on Sunday, October 29, 

to build the new church with the DeBartolo Corp. 

 

A permit was obtained on October 30, and groundbreaking began at 3:30 PM on 

Tuesday, October 31, 1939. 

 

On November 2, an agreement was signed with the DeBartolo Corp. to construct the 

basement from pavement bricks for $1,150. The excavation cost was $235. The 

basement was dug on November 4, 1939, and the masonry work started. 

 

Father Stephen Musiychuk, Alex Bobersky, and Metro Fedyna, Jr. went to the 

Carnegie Steel Corp. on November 5 and 6 to see if they would donate steel I-beams 

for the church, but they were told that such a donation could not be made. On 

Friday, November 10, Father Musiychuk went to the main office of the Carnegie 

Corp. in Pittsburgh on his own. He was told to go back to the local office.  Father 

Musiychuk, Metro Fedyna, Alex Bobersky, and Nicholas Lopushansky went to the 

Carnegie office the following Monday. They were told by the secretary of McDonald 

that there was an order from the main office of Carnegie to donate some steel to the 

church.   This steel, valued at $350 (two I-beams), was in the church lot within 

three weeks. 

 

After the completion of the basement on November 23, an agreement was made 

with DeBartolo Corp. to begin the construction of the church for the price of $5,280 

with our materials. All contracts were handled through the law firm of Fridman.  

Father Musiychuk and Alex Bobersky went to Darlington, PA, and purchased white 

bricks at $20 per 1,000. With shipping costs, the total came to $23.25 per 1,000.  

These bricks typically cost $29 per 1,000; however, we obtained a church discount 

and paid cash when the bricks were loaded. Approximately 57,000 new white bricks 

were used to construct the church. The money for the building came from people in 

the form of donations and loans. All the materials were purchased with cash, and 

we received a church discount. 

 



 

On December 2, the floor was installed over the basement for the upcoming Feast 

Day of the Entrance of the Most Holy Birthgiver of God into the Temple. The work 

continued in such a manner until Latin Christmas. 

 

The steel for the roof was ordered from Newton Falls Steel Co. The Building 

Committee and Father Musiychuk modified the plans so that the center dome, with 

its eight windows, could be seen from inside the church. Three large domes would 

also be in the front of the church, and five smaller ones would be for decoration.  

 

Because of the severe winter weather from Christmas until April 1, the contractor 

did not do any work. Thus, the consecration of the cornerstone had to be postponed. 

At a meeting on April 6, 1940, it was decided to ask for more funds and loans.   

 

On May 20, 1940, steel for the roof was put in place. On June 3, it was decided to 

build the front steps from white brick. The DeBartolo Corp. agreed to do it with our 

materials for $300, of which he gave $50 to the church. He was paid after the 

agreement was made with him at the lawyer’s office. When the masonry work was 

finished on June 7, the roofing began. At 1:00 PM on the afternoon of June 24, the 

wooden support for the center dome was installed, and Father Musiychuk hung up 

the American and Ukrainian flags along with handfuls of rye, wheat, and oats.   

 

Before the cornerstone was consecrated, all the work on the walls, doors, and entry 

steps was completed. His Eminence Archbishop John Theodorovich consecrated the 

cornerstone on July 14, 1940, the Sunday after Sts. Peter and Paul’s Feast Day.  

The parish grew every year, and so did its wealth. By 1940, we had 240 

parishioners and possessions worth $35,000, including the new church. 

 

To stay debt-free, the finishing of the church was again postponed until more funds 

became available.   

 

In the meantime, a change of pastors took place. With the arrival of Father Anthony 

Stangrytchuk (Stangry) on May 1, 1941, a decision was made to proceed with the 

finishing of the church interior. Father Stangry helped with much of the finishing 

work. 

 

The parishioners promised to offer part of their daily pay to have an appropriate 

sum of money on hand. When more money was available, contractors were obtained 

for plumbing and heating, electrical work, and plastering. The contractors 

accomplished the most important work, while parishioners did the rest without pay. 

 

In 1943, the church was finished and ready to be consecrated; however, the war, 

which enveloped the whole world, took from us many men who contributed so much 

to the church through their hard work and donations. The consecration was 

postponed until after the end of World War II. In the meantime, some parishioners 

bought icons for the church by the artist Mykhailo (Michael) Myrosh. During this 

time, church benches were installed.  The last decoration was a grand chandelier 

purchased by soldiers and consecrated in memory of our fallen soldiers. 

The total construction cost of our church between the years 1939 and 1946 was 

approximately $42,000. 



 

 

His Eminence Archbishop John Theodorovich, the First Archbishop of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States and Canada, dedicated our new 

church on July 14, 1946. Ironically, the cornerstone and the church were dedicated 

on the same date.   

 

In addition to all the possessions acquired up to 1946, 5½ acres of land were 

purchased across from the church with the thought in mind to build a new parish 

home for the pastor, a large hall for our veterans, and a pavilion for picnics and 

summer play. There was enough land for a baseball diamond, a tennis court, and 

more. The idea was to develop a Ukrainian Park. Unfortunately, this idea never 

became fully realized. The value of all this property was more than $100,000 at this 

time. 

 

Father Anthony Stangry left our parish in 1948 and served at several other 

Ukrainian Orthodox Churches until his retirement in 1967. He prepared several 

music books for the Ukrainian Orthodox League during his pastoral career. He fell 

asleep in the Lord on September 18, 1974, at the age of 78, in Lake Worth, FL. He 

was laid to rest in St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ. 

 

Father Stephen Hallick-Holutiak became our pastor in 1948. Plans for the pavilion 

were drawn on June 7, 1949. A parishioner, Roman Yurchyk, designed the plans. 

Construction began shortly afterward. Almost all of the work was done by 

parishioners. 

 

About a year later, our bingo game began operating in the pavilion. Father Stephen 

wanted to offer monetary prizes to make our bingo game more successful, so he put 

up one of his paychecks and offered it as prize money. Soon afterward, our bingo 

was successful enough to sustain itself. Today, almost 75 years later, our bingo 

game is still active and very popular with the residents of Youngstown. 

 

On July 17, 1949, the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of our parish was joyfully observed 

with His Eminence Archbishop John celebrating a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. 

 

In 1950, Father Hallick-Holutiak went to serve at St. Michael Ukrainian Orthodox 

Church in Woonsocket, RI. He then served in several other parishes until 1973, 

when he was assigned to St. Andrew Church in Los Angeles, CA. Very Reverend 

Protopresbyter Stephen Hallick-Holutiak fell asleep in the Lord on June 22, 2000, 

at age 80 in Los Angeles, CA. Dobrodiyka (Pani-Matka) Hope (Nadia) also died in 

2000, at age 75, two months before her husband. They are interred at St. Andrew 

Cemetery in South Bound Brook.  

 

In 1957, St. Vladimir's Senior Chapter of Cleveland created the Orthodox of the 

Year Award Program to recognize a lay member of the League for their 

accomplishments in furthering the League's aims and goals. In 1995, the award was 

named Father Stephen Hallick-Holutiak to honor Father Hallick-Holutiak's lifelong 

role in the League's life. 

 



 

Our Sunday School Program began functioning when Father Michael Mostensky 

was pastor from 1950 to 1952. As attendance at Sunday School increased, more 

space was required, and in 1956, seven classrooms with kitchenettes were added 

under the church. 

 

After leaving Youngstown, Father Mostensky went to Passaic, NJ. He fell asleep in 

the Lord on March 3, 1970, one month before his 73rd birthday. 

 

Father William Olynyk came to Youngstown on Labor Day in 1952.  On May 23 of 

that year, the Junior Sisterhood was organized.   

 

Father Stephen Musiychuk fell asleep in the Lord on October 2, 1952, at age 58. 

Pani-Matka Myroslava Musiychuk, who was very active in our parish choir, passed 

away on September 8, 1986, at age 87. They were both laid to rest in our parish 

cemetery. Father Musiychuk will be remembered for his hard work during the 

construction of our parish, his devotion to our parish children, his strong ethnic 

Ukrainian spirit, and his talent for writing songs and poetry. 

 

On Sunday, August 23, 1953, His Eminence Archbishop Mstyslav blessed our 

church's newly painted and beautifully decorated interior. The Walter E. Boettcher 

Studio of New York completed the work. 

 

Construction began on our parish rectory in 1953 and was completed the following 

spring. The profits of our bingo game primarily funded the rectory. In June 1954, 

His Eminence Archbishop Mstyslav blessed and dedicated it. Father William and 

Pani-Matka Doris Olynyk were the first residents of this spacious new parish home. 

   

The new Iconostas in our church was blessed on May 15, 1958. St. Mary’s 

Sisterhood contributed many thousands of dollars toward its construction. The 

Sisterhood also purchased three new bells with electric motors for the church. 

Metropolitan John dedicated our Ukrainian Orthodox Center on July 24, 1960. The 

fully air-conditioned structure, which stands two and one-half stories tall, was built 

at an approximate cost of $250,000. The mortgage on this building was burned on 

August 23, 1964. His Beatitude Metropolitan John celebrated a Hierarchical Divine 

Liturgy on that memorable occasion.   

 

On June 15-18, 1961, our parish held a festival featuring three rides for older 

children and one for young children from H. & F. Moore Amusement Company. The 

event also included over a dozen chance games, raffles, food, alcohol sales, and 

refreshments. The net profit from this event was $4,563.18.  

 

In 1963, the Jr. UOL was founded under the leadership of Ann “Honey” Visa. This 

service organization continues today with young members from ages 12 to 17 who 

work for the betterment of the parish and community.  

 

With the approval of the Parish Board of Trustees and the Executive Officers, the 

Youngstown Chapter of the Ukrainian Orthodox League started a fund to construct 

a chapel at our parish cemetery. Many fund-raising campaigns were held, and on 

October 1, 1967, through the endeavors of League members, the laying and 



 

dedication of the chapel's cornerstone was held. His Eminence Archbishop Mstyslav 

officiated at the dedication. 

 

The burning of the mortgage for the Orthodox Center was held on August 23, 1964. 

 

In 1971, a church pictorial directory was created. 

 

Our parish celebrated its glorious Golden Anniversary on July 14, 1974. His Grace 

Bishop Constantine celebrated a Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. A dinner and dance 

followed.   

   

The property on Cherry Hill was renovated in 1976 with the addition of a garage 

and driveway.  

 

The pavilion was remodeled in 1980.   

 

Our parish organized another church pictorial directory in 1981. 

 

Our parish was deeply saddened by the falling asleep of Father William Olynyk on 

March 18, 1982, at the age of 65. Father Olynyk served our parish faithfully for 30 

years. From 1952 to 1982, our parish flourished with a large membership, an active 

Sunday School Program, and numerous church dinners, dances, and other 

functions. Father Olynyk’s tenure at our parish lasted longer than any other parish 

priest. He touched the lives of so many of us and is greatly missed. Father Olynyk 

was laid to rest in Woodland Cemetery in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.  

 

A beautiful polished-stone monument was erected at our cemetery in memory of Rt. 

Rev. Father Protopresbyter William Olynyk. Services were held on September 25, 

1983, and Fr. Omelan Mycyk unveiled and blessed the monument. A panakhyda is 

conducted annually on Memorial Day weekend at Father Olynyk’s monument, along 

with the graves of all clergy buried at our parish cemetery.  

 

Pani-Matka Doris (Daria) Olynyk was active in our Sunday School Program for 

many years. She was also employed as a school teacher. After her retirement, she 

moved to West Covina, California, to live near her family. She reposed in the Lord 

in California on November 5, 2015, was cremated, and her remains were interred 

next to Fr. William Olynyk in Canada.  

 

Father Omelan Mycyk arrived in September 1982. He and Pani-Matka Cynthia 

filled the rectory with five young sons serving as Altar Boys. Pani-Matka Cynthia, 

having a passion for music, directed our choir for several years. Father Mycyk was 

our pastor until 1986. Pani Cynthia Mycyk fell asleep in the Lord on December 17, 

2020, in Ambridge, PA, at age 72. She was interred at St George's Cemetery in 

Llewellyn, PA. Fr. Mycyk retired from the priesthood and now lives in PA. 

 

On July 15, 1984, our parish celebrated its 60th Anniversary with a Hierarchical 

Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Eminence Archbishop Constantine. A dinner and 

dance followed. 



 

Ringler Decorating Co. renovated the interior of our parish in 1985. This renovation 

included painting the church interior, installing new fans, installing new carpeting 

throughout the church, replacing the finish work and doors, and adding more 

ceiling lights. In addition, work was done around the exterior of the church. 

 

In 1986, Father Myron Pacholok was appointed pastor of our parish.   

 

We hosted an Eastern Orthodox Clergy Association Youth Rally with the theme of 

‘Say Yes to Christ” on November 15, 1987. 

 

Our Parish held a festival many years ago, in 1961. In 1987, the Parish Council was 

eager to have another festival, but on a grander scale. In August 1987, we began our 

annual four-day festival, including ethnic food, card games, bingo, a beer garden, 

and carnival rides. With many parishioners' support and hard work, that first 

festival was a great success which netted a profit of $20,000. Our parish continued 

to host an annual festival every August for the next five years, ending in 1992. 

Profits from our festivals purchased new equipment and appliances for the Center 

kitchen, and tens of thousands of dollars were donated to the General and 

Renovation Funds.   

 

The year 1988 commemorated a special occasion for all Ukrainian Orthodox 

Christians worldwide. It marked the 1,000th Anniversary of the Baptism of Ukraine 

into the Holy Orthodox Faith when Prince Volodymyr accepted Orthodoxy in 988 

AD.  In honor of this occasion, our parish placed a red granite boulder weighing 

approximately 6 to 7 tons in front of the church. It was donated by Mrs. Carl Fry of 

Austintown. It was delivered on September 3, 1988, by the Daily Monument Co. A 

20”x 24” bronze plaque, purchased by the Sr. UOL, was set into the boulder with an 

inscription written in English and Ukrainian, commemorating the birth of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. 

 

We participated in a joint celebration recognizing this milestone in our faith along 

with the 10th anniversary of All Saints Camp in June at All Saints Camp. In 

August, we participated in a celebration at South Bound Brook. 

 

A new chapel roof was installed in 1988. 

  

On November 12, 1989, His Eminence Archbishop Constantine celebrated a 

Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, blessing our newly-renovated church and millennium 

monument. 

  

In 1989, Father Myron Pacholok went to serve at a Ukrainian Orthodox parish in 

Minneapolis, MN.  He fell asleep in the Lord on February 25, 1991, at the age of 63.  

He was laid to rest at St. Andrew Cemetery in South Bound Brook, NJ. Pani Olesia 

Pacholok resides in Waltham, MA. 

 

Father Maxim Hancher celebrated his first Divine Liturgy in September 1989. He 

served our parish from 1989 to 1992. After leaving our parish, he retired from the 

priesthood after twenty years of service. He passed away on September 18, 2023, at 



 

his home in Youngstown, at age 80. He was buried at St. Paul's Rock Creek 

Cemetery in Washington, D.C. His wife, Maria, survives.  

 

A new church pictorial directory was made in 1990. 

 

Our Senior and Junior Chapters of the Ukrainian Orthodox League hosted the 45th 

Annual UOL Convention from July 15 to 19, 1992. Our parish’s UOL Chapters 

hosted three previous conventions in 1953, 1961, and 1980.  

 

The rectory was renovated in 1993, and the kitchen cabinets were newly remodeled. 

Our parish’s Brotherhood purchased the new carpeting. 

 

For about eight months, our parish still needed an assigned priest. Father James 

Hvizdos from Sharon, PA, conducted Sunday services for us. He officially became 

our pastor in July 1993 and served until his untimely death on June 6, 1994, at age 

48. 

   

In October 1994, Father Charles Baxter became our parish priest. At this time, 

Father Baxter was newly ordained, and Sts. Peter and Paul became his first 

pastoral assignment.  

 

A new roof was put on the church in 1995. 

  

In 1996, many renovations and improvements were made in our parish facilities. 

The pavilion received a new roof, air conditioning was installed in the pavilion and 

chapel, and a new furnace was purchased for the chapel. In the Center Ballroom, 

new cost-efficient lighting replaced the existing lighting system, and a new blacktop 

was laid in the Center parking lot.   

 

A Ukrainian language class began once again but only lasted a short time. 

 

On March 3, 1996, His Eminence Archbishop Antony celebrated a Hierarchical 

Divine Liturgy at our parish. A fellowship with the Archbishop and all parishioners 

was held after the service.  

 

In 1997, the Cherry Hill home was repaired, and insulation was added. At this time, 

the spouting on the church was also replaced.   

 

A Parish Book Store was implemented in the fall of 1997 in the church's basement. 

It was operational for several years. Today, a fully stocked library exists in the 

church basement where parishioners can borrow many books on the Orthodox 

Faith.    

 

In 1998, gas wells were installed on the Center grounds and at the cemetery.  

Initially, from the gas well at the Center, we received 700,000 cubic units of free 

gas, royalties on the sale of surplus gas, and royalties on the sale of crude oil.  

Today, the gas wells are open but do not have sufficient pressure to supply gas 

safely to our properties. Minimal royalties are still received.  

 



 

Our parish hosted an Orthodoxy Sunday Divine Liturgy in 1998 with local area 

Orthodox Churches participating. The Divine Liturgy was held in the Ballroom of 

the Center. An Altar was built, and a movable Iconostas was used for the service.  

Many Orthodox priests in the area helped celebrate this memorable occasion.  

Approximately 300 Orthodox faithful attended. A fellowship followed the Divine 

Liturgy in the Banquet Room.  

 

In 1998, the rectory's roof was replaced. The center's restrooms were remodeled, and 

new chandeliers were installed in the Banquet Room. A new refrigerator and 

dishwasher were also purchased for the Center. 

 

The National Youth Ministry at our Diocese was created in 1996. At this time, only 

10% of our parishes were participating. In 1998, the Youth Ministry, was formed in 

our parish. This organization received the blessings and initiative of His Eminence 

Metropolitan Constantine of Blessed Memory and His Eminence Archbishop 

Antony. Father Charles Baxter asked six parish members to begin our local Youth 

Ministry. The Youth Ministry is part of the Youth and Young Adult Ministry of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Its mission is to support our youth so that they may 

become fully integrated into the total life of the Church. Over the years, we have 

helped finance youth mission trips in the US and Ukraine and have given tens of 

thousands of dollars in scholarships to our parish graduates to further their post-

secondary education. The first benefit was held in August 1998.  The scholarship is 

named The Rt. Rev. Protopresbyter Father William Olynyk Memorial Scholarship 

Fund in honor of our beloved Father Olynyk. The first Memorial Scholarship was 

bestowed to 6 graduates in June 1999. Our Youth Ministry's goal is to present 

scholarships every year to the graduating youth of our parish. Their vision is driven 

by scripture, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 

not depart from it."  - Proverbs 22:6 

 

In March 1998, a new bingo machine with four monitors and a new exterior sign 

was purchased. 

 

A new blacktop was laid at the Center parking lot by Butcher & McCree.  

 

Two new furnaces were installed in the Pavilion. 

 

In September, an automated lift from Leppo Equipment Company was added to the 

Center for $3,000. Repairs to the restrooms at the Center were made for $2,400, 

donated by the Catering Department.  

 

Another significant church renovation began in July 1999. The church's interior was 

painted a beautiful, bright beige, lighting up the entire nave. New red carpeting 

was installed throughout the whole church. The wooden floor and doors were 

refinished. Air conditioning was also added to our parish for the first time.  Two 

wall units were mounted on either side of the nave, and one was placed in the choir 

loft. The exterior steps were also carpeted at this time. The entire cost of this 

renovation project was approximately $81,000. Joseph Painting Contractors, Inc. 

painted the church interior beautifully. The restoration of the gold grapevine 

around the icons of the Holy Apostles on the facia was most impressive. 



 

Two mounted air conditioning units were installed in the church on either side of 

the nave before our 75th parish anniversary celebration.  

 

Fr. Baxter was named Spiritual Advisor in 2001 at the Orthodox Camp.  

 

Financial accounts were streamlined by dissolving the Cemetery Account and 

incorporating those funds into the General Fund. 

 

In November, smoke machines were added to bingo to combat the large amount of 

smoke generated by bingo players. 

 

On February 1, 2002, our parish welcomed Fr. Gregory Becker as our new choir 

director.  

 

On April 4, 2002, our parish celebrated the life of Mary Opalka on her 100th 

birthday. She was a beloved and dedicated parishioner who spent many years 

working in various capacities. A luncheon was held in her honor, sponsored by St. 

Mary’s Sisterhood. A tree was planted in her honor on the church grounds.  

Several parishioners were blessed with longevity and reached the age of 100: Mary 

Opalka, Nancy Racz, and Mary Goncy. Any parishioner who reaches the age of 100 

will be gifted an icon.   

 

In April, the cemetery was upgraded by securing the faucet with new stones and 

removing overgrown shrubs near the Chapel doors. 

 

In May, our choir performed at the 25th anniversary of our Diocesan Church Camp. 

 

A resurfacing of the church parking was completed in May for $1,250. 

 

A Guest Sign-in book was placed in the vestibule to welcome guests to our parish in 

2003. 

 

Concrete curbing was added to the cemetery for $4,62.50, and landscaping was 

added for an additional $2,627.50. Other improvements were made, such as leveling 

graves, installing drains, and paving the entire road for $17,630.  

 

In August, the boiler units in the church were replaced for $10,720. Accordia 

Insurance appraised our church based on square footage and contents at 

$1,409,000.  

 

In December, Metropolitan Constantine visited our parish to honor Fr. Charles 

Baxter on the 10th anniversary of his ordination. A luncheon was held afterward. 

 

The issue of allowing other local Orthodox churches access to our cemetery has been 

ongoing over the years, starting with a request in February 1989 from St. Mark’s 

Church to purchase one acre of land and use of the chapel. That offer was not 

accepted.  In 2003, a local Orthodox parish requested access to our parish cemetery 

for burial purposes. That request was denied as well. Several years later, in late 

2007, this issue arose again. This issue was proposed at the next annual parish 



 

meeting and defeated. Finally, in late 2010, the first non-member Orthodox 

Christian was allowed to be buried at our parish cemetery. In November 2010, the 

first burial was for the mother of two brothers who were Romanian Orthodox 

priests. 

 

In 2004, the cemetery sextons brought the cemetery maps and plotting up to date.  

 

Our spiritual journey with the Orphanage Mission Ministry started over twenty years 

ago with the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Constantine, His Eminence 

Metropolitan Antony, and His Eminence Archbishop Daniel. In 2005, our parish 

participated in the Mission Trips to Ukraine to aid orphanages. Over the years, we 

have sent several youth and young adults to experience this opportunity and serve 

others in need. We have also participated in mission trips to locations in the United 

States. We continue to minister to Ukrainian orphans by supporting young adult 

mission trips to Ukraine, high school mission trips to the USA, and the orphanages of 

Znamyanka and Puhachiv, whose children have various levels of disabilities. We have 

sponsored over 12 parish and non-parish members by raising funds for their travel 

needs and the needs of the orphans. Missionaries have transported humanitarian 

aid packages, repaired buildings, built playgrounds, painted murals, and conducted 

social, educational, therapeutic, and spiritual programs. These acts allow young 

adults to live their faith through love, experience, and action. Returning with stories of 

how their lives were changed because of their experience, they have a more profound 

and different outlook on their faith. Hearts swell with emotion as they spend time with 

the children, who are so happy to have a human presence and any interaction in their 

lives. This is what these precious children crave most. Our OMM group continues to 

offer monetary aid to orphans for their daily needs. The success of our mission is not 

solely due to fundraising but also to abundant and generous monetary donations 

from our patrons. 

 

In April 2005, a new chandelier was installed at the chapel, and a new floor was 

added to the Center attic above the Bingo Office. 

 

In December 2006, our church bingo voted to go smoke-free. This was a welcomed 

change for many players and bingo workers. While some players did not like the 

change, over time, this new environment was eventually received with favor. 
 

On May 15, 2007, a desktop computer and printer were installed in the church 

office for the first time. Necessary software, a small computer desk, a file cabinet, 

and desk accessories completed this purchase for $1,800. The financial officers used 

this system to track all church contributions, including vigil candle dedications. A 

database with parishioner contributions was created. Unfortunately, the office 

computer was only used for several years. With the election of new officers and a 

change in procedures, the computer was removed and taken to the Board Office.  

 

The Veteran’s Monument was dedicated at the cemetery on May 27, 2007. 

Parishioners purchased memorial bricks to honor family members who served in 

any US military branch. Veterans have been remembered annually at the cemetery 

service on Memorial Day weekend ever since. 

 



 

Fr. Baxter announced his resignation from our Diocese and joined the Canadian 

Ukrainian Orthodox Diocese. His release date was Feb. 16, 2007, but he stayed and 

served his last Divine Liturgy service on Feb. 18 and left on Feb. 21, 2007.  

 

Father John Harvey was appointed pastor in July 2007 through a letter from 

Archbishop Antony. His family consisted of his wife, Deborah, who preferred not to 

be called Pani, and daughter, Irena. 

 

In August 2008, our first parish website was created. The initial website was 

developed in-house with a website builder but was attractive and functional. Over 

the years, the website took on a more professional look by switching to a different 

hosting site. At that point, our website garnered over 1,000 monthly visitors from 

locations worldwide. Currently, our parish website offers valuable information and 

spiritual resources to parishioners and visitors. Our priest and volunteers continue 

to maintain and update the website.  

 

A new boiler was installed in the church in March, and a sound system was added 

to the Pavilion. 

 

Our parish hosted the UOL Convention in 2009.  

 

On September 20, 2009, our parish celebrated its 85th anniversary with a church 

picnic. 

 

In February 2010, Fr. Becker's Cherry Hill home was devastated by a fire. In 

addition to property damage, he lost all his church files and the musical library 

used by the choir. Renovation of the property began in June and was completed in 

October. A fundraiser luncheon was held to help defray the cost. 

 

In January 2011, it was decided to change the end of our fiscal calendar from 

December 31 to September 30. 

 

The topic of financial obligations has been a complicated issue for many years. 

Having a minimum fixed amount of money due by all parishioners often created a 

hardship for some. Over the years, it also created a taxing duty for the financial 

officers to keep track of amounts in arrears. In September, discussions were held to 

dismantle the financial obligation system (church dues) for a free-will offering 

known as stewardship. All past church dues that were in arrears were forgiven. The 

change from the collection of church dues to a free-will offering with annual pledge 

cards was amended in our parish Constitution. At the October Annual Parish 

Meeting, our parish implemented the Stewardship program as a test year. It was 

determined that the number of Stewardship cards received would count as the 

number of members we would report to the Consistory, not the current number of 

176 members. November 2012 became the end of Fiscal Year 2012. The Archbishop 

reviewed our Stewardship program and was pleased with our initial phase of this 

new system. He implemented this procedure in other parishes. 

 

Motion security lights were installed at the entrance to the Orthodox Center in 

December 2011. 



 

In July 2012, the Youngstown City Manager’s Office agreed to install a crosswalk 

warning system at the church crossing on N. Belle Vista due to excessively fast-

approaching cars. 

 

In October 2012, discussions were held regarding selling some of our property. 

Significant estimates for blacktopping behind the church and the Center parking 

were received: $59,000 and $89,000, respectively. Due to the expensive upkeep of 

our properties, such discussions arise from time to time; however, at this time, we 

still maintain all properties. 

 

In October 2012, a ramp was installed at the Pavilion's side entrance, and new 

lights with motion detection were installed at the Center.  

 

The first Chili Cookoff was held in November 2012. It became an annual event, 

except for a few years between 2020 and 2023.  

 

Our parish committed to participating in Youngstown’s first Simply Slavic Fest in 

April 2012. Members of St. Mary’s Sisterhood and the Sr. and Jr. UOL helped 

prepare the only Ukrainian food offered at the festival. The festival had live music, 

ethnic dancers, educational exhibits, workshops, events for children, and delicious 

ethnic food. The event was well attended and showcased our parish in a positive 

light. The event began on Saturday, June 16, 2012, from noon to midnight. Our 

parish choir performed as well.  Our parish made a profit of $5,229.92 from this fun-

filled event. We profited $4,243.38 from the second festival, and our participation in 

the 2014 Simply Slavic Fest netted a profit of $3,452.00. The Simply Slavic Fest ran 

from 2012-2019 and started again in 2020. Our parish has participated in this 

festive ethnic celebration for ten years, including June 2024. The 2024 gross income 

was $13,000, with $393 collected for Aid to Ukraine.  

 

Bishop Antony was enthroned as Metropolitan on January 26, 2013, following the 

repose of Metropolitan Constantine. He is the fourth and current Metropolitan of 

the UOC of the USA and the Diaspora. 

 

All parking lots were resealed for a cost of $3,000. The Sisterhood donated $500, 

and other fundraisers were held to defray this expense. 

 

On December 15, 2013, our parish added another technology platform to reach our 

parish family, a Facebook (FB) page. This platform is continually updated with 

parish information, photos, and videos of our many events.  

 

In November 2014, we celebrated our 90th anniversary. A time capsule was buried 

behind the Veteran’s Memorial on the cemetery grounds.  

 

In 2015, a new roof was installed over the church steps, and new lights were 

installed at the Center.  

 

In January 2016, the Parish Council agreed to continue the annual Svaty Vechir 

(Christmas Eve Dinner) tradition. 

 



 

For security reasons, beginning in March 2016, a police officer will patrol the Center 

on bingo nights instead of a security officer.  

 

On Saturday, October 8, 2016, Father Becker conducted the first Blessing of Pets. 

Donations at the event raised $175, which was donated to the Animal Charity 

Humane Society of Youngstown. Twenty dogs were blessed that day, and Father 

Becker prepared a special service book for the blessing.   

 

The Jr. UOL received the Chapter of the Year Award at the National UOL 

Convention.  

 

On September 11, 2018, Fr. John Harvey, age 73, fell asleep in the Lord at Hospice 

House. He was laid to rest at Transfiguration Monastery in Ellwood City, 

Pennsylvania. His wife, Deborah, and daughter Irena survive.  

 

In December 2018, Father Ivan Tchopko was assigned as our new parish priest. His 

effective start date was December 16, 2018. 

 

In 2019, renovations to the rectory began, which included interior cleaning and 

painting, exterminating the entire house, installing an alarm system, replacing 

floorboards, and installing new carpeting. The total cost of the renovation was 

$22,320.00. A Rectory Open House was held on March 17, 2019, for parishioners to 

view the newly renovated rectory.   

 

In November 2019, a carport shelter was built at the Center for the use of bingo 

players who smoke.  

 

The 2020 COVID-19 pandemic affected every aspect of life worldwide, including our 

parish life. Many US states were enforcing the closure of public spaces and, at 

minimum, social distancing with face masks. Our Diocese recommended several 

directives, such as suspending all church services except the Sunday Divine Liturgy 

and recommending that parishioners over the age of 65 refrain from attending 

church. Due to the initial fear of spreading this virus, our parish remained empty 

for many months.  

 

We were blessed to have His Eminence Archbishop Daniel visit our parish on the 

Second Sunday of Great Lent, Saint Gregory Palamas, on March 15, 2020. That was 

our last in-person Divine Liturgy before the shutdown. Everyone in attendance 

cherished his visit. A fellowship followed with social distancing for those in 

attendance. Archbishop Daniel embraced those who needed comfort.  

On March 29th, 2020, Father Ivan started the live-streaming of the Liturgical 

Services at Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church. Father Ivan and our 

choir director, Anna Anderson, were the only ones in church. Father was in front of 

the camera serving at the altar, and Anna was on the other side of the choir loft, 

singing responses. Chuck Woloschak, Ann Marie Woloschak, and David Spanja also 

provided liturgical responses alternatively during the lockdown.  

As we continued through the Lenten season, we also began a journey through fear, 

which led people to stay home and isolate themselves. Initially, the services were 



 

live-streamed on Facebook, but after a few weeks, Father Ivan began broadcasting 

over YouTube, which enabled more parishioners to gain access to the Divine Liturgy 

services. A link was provided in the church bulletin, sent via email on Saturday 

evenings. 

The number of people accessing live-streamed services varied due to the 

transmission quality, which was affected by Wi-Fi issues from the rectory. Because 

Father Ivan was the IT and the pastor serving simultaneously, he only noticed 

broadcast issues later after the dismissal. The service was uploaded later from the 

rectory so everyone could watch it later. 

Regarding the reopening of our parish, an email from our Hierarchs, along with a 

separate Guidance Document, was sent on June 12, 2020, at 8:17 pm. 

With the blessings of His Eminence Metropolitan Antony and Archbishop Daniel, 

our parishes in the Diocese reopened for Divine Liturgy on Sunday, June 14th. As 

COVID-19 was still a concern, we took several steps to ensure safety in accordance 

with the Ohio Health Department and the guidance of our Hierarchs. 

 

The email included all the necessary steps to reassure that everyone in attendance 

would be safe during the Divine Liturgy: the printed bulletin will be suspended and 

sent by email. Confessions are a requirement before attending communion and can 

be made up to one hour before the liturgy or during the week by individual 

appointment. 

 

Although this was challenging for our parish, our faith kept us strong. We 

persevered through this difficult period through God's grace, fervent prayers, and 

commitment to our beloved parish.  

 

In April 2020, a decision was made to allow the burial of cremated remains on our 

cemetery grounds. An Orthodox funeral is still not permitted for an individual who 

opts for cremation.   

 

Purchasing a cemetery plot was raised to $400 in 2020.  

 

In February 2021, a new chair lift was installed in the church for $10,000. 

 

On March 27, 2022, Father Mykola arrived at our parish to serve his first Divine 

Liturgy. Father Ivan was given an engraved bracelet and a plaque with a laser 

photograph of our church interior as a departing gift. Father Ivan decided to 

continue his service in God’s vineyard as the Dean of Student Life at St. Sophia 

Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Bound Brook, NJ.  

 

On March 28, 2022, Father Gregory Becker, our beloved Choir Director and 

substitute pastor for over 20 years, reposed at age 72. He was laid to rest at our 

parish cemetery. One month before his repose, he was designated Choir Director 

Emeritus.  

 

A new 65” TV monitor was installed at Bingo in April 2022. In addition, a speaker 

system was installed on the center's door, which will be used if the doors are locked.  



 

 

In April 2022, our parish organizations sent $13,200 for humanitarian aid to 

Ukraine. An additional amount of $2,500 was donated from our strudel sale.  

 

In May 2022, the cost of burial (opening and closing of a grave) was raised to 

$900.00.  

 

In May 2022, a security system with cameras was added to the rectory.  

 

The National Jr. UOL suspended our parish Jr. UOL Charter in October 2022 due 

to a lack of participants. Five youth members are required to have a charter in good 

standing. While we still need more members in this age group, our Chapter was 

reinstated in October 2023 with five members.  

 

Our current pastor, Fr. Mykola Zomchak, was born in Kalush, Ukraine, in 1995. He 

came to the United States in 2015 as a seminarian at St. Sophia Ukrainian 

Orthodox Theological Seminary in South Bound Brook, NJ. He married Mariia in 

2020 and was ordained to the priesthood on July 17, 2021. On March 27, 2022, Sts. 

Peter & Paul became his first-assigned parish. Fluent in Ukrainian and English, he 

can continue our bilingual services to meet the needs of all our parishioners and 

carry on the beautiful tradition of hearing the spiritual fragrance of the Ukrainian 

language during prayer. Fr. Mykola and Pani Mariia have two young daughters, 

Sophia, age 3, and Katherine, age 1. We are blessed to have them serve the faithful 

here at our parish.  

 

The 2023 and 2024 Malanka proceeds were donated to humanitarian aid in 

Ukraine.  

 

In August 2023, Father Mykola and his family hosted the 1st Annual Ukrainian 

Independence Day Picnic on the rectory grounds.  

 

A white picket fence was installed at the rectory to ensure the safety of Father 

Mykola and Pani Mariia’s children while playing outside. 

 

On November 12, 2023, at our Annual Parish Meeting, a vote was taken to decide 

whether our parish will relinquish the use of the Old Julian Calendar to the revised 

Gregorian Calendar, which would determine the dates we celebrate the Nativity of 

our Lord (Christmas) and other Feast Days. Out of 130 ballots mailed to parish 

stewards, 113 were submitted. The vote was defeated by 64 to 49 in favor of 

continuing to use the Julian Calendar, which resulted in the continuation of 

celebrating Christmas on January 7.  

 

In January 2024, our parish leased the pavilion to Shades of Blue, an organization 

of the Youngstown Police Department. This decision provides the church with an 

additional monthly revenue stream of $1,000 and gives our grounds and 

neighborhood a further sense of security. 

 

Our oil-based church candles have been replaced by imported wax candles from 

Ukraine.  



 

 

In February, a new mower was purchased for $3,500 for use by our parish grounds 

crew. 

 

In April, new blue carpeting was added to the entrance at the Center.  

 

Extensive water damage was discovered at the cemetery Chapel. The cause was 

determined to be a backup from the toilets due to a clogged sewer line and many 

days of heavy rain. The excess water was eliminated once the clog was cleared; 

however, mold was left behind in the basement, ceiling, tiles, and walls. Our 

insurance policy only covered approximately 60% of the repair costs. Ventilation 

was added to help prevent additional issues. Work was completed by July 2024.  

 

The Parish Council discussed renting our Chapel to other churches. Fr. Mykola 

noted that he has only used it once in two years. The utility costs are quite high for 

a building that is rarely used. The Bishop was consulted and gave his blessing. The 

Parish Council has assured that the tenants will not remove or add any contents to 

the structure. At this time, no official action has taken place.  

 

In preparation for our parish’s 100th anniversary, an Anniversary Committee was 

created to plan the event. A decision was made to build a belfry on the south lawn. 

The bell was imported from Ukraine and paid for with a generous donation from 

parishioner Nicholas Yurchyk. A brick fundraiser allowed parishioners to buy a 

memorial or honorary brick for $100. This endeavor was very successful, and every 

available space around the base of the belfry was taken. Ironically, according to past 

Church Board minutes, a discussion was held to build a belfry in 1964. Finally, 

sixty years later, we have our long-awaited belfry.  

 

A bronze plaque that will adorn the new belfry was purchased for $5,900. It will be 

installed in time for the 100th anniversary celebration.  

 

The church's interior walls were cleaned for $14,000, and the inside of the dome was 

repaired from falling plaster and repainted for $27,000. Work was completed by 

August 2024.  

 

A new parish directory was created and printed for the 100th Anniversary.  

 

An updated exterior church sign featuring our parish icon was installed. Our parish 

icon was digitally designed by Elizabeth Symonenko of Detroit, gratis. It measures 

4 feet x 5 feet and will hang on the left side of the church's interior, nearest the 

altar. Each parish family will receive a miniature wooden replica of our parish icon 

at the 100th Anniversary Banquet on Saturday, September 14, 2024. Laminated 

prayer cards will also be given to each individual at the banquet. An additional 

version of this icon will be placed on the tetrapod on special days for veneration.  

 

Today, Fr. Zomchak and a small committee are reviewing our current website and 

plan to revise it to look more professional on all electronic devices, especially 

smartphones. Our updated parish website is expected to be completed before the 

end of 2024.  



 

 

Currently, we have 109 parishioners who have submitted an Annual Stewardship 

Card in 2024. On average, we have approximately 60 parishioners on Sundays for 

the Divine Liturgy.  

 

Today, one hundred years after our beloved parish was organized, we continue 

many of the beautiful traditions our founders enjoyed, such as using the Ukrainian 

language during church services; educating our youth about the Orthodox Faith 

through a Church School Program; encouraging young boys to serve at the altar; 

recognizing our first confession class and graduates; blessing the homes of 

parishioners; blessing graves at the annual Memorial Day celebration along with a 

picnic on the cemetery grounds; cooking ethnic food for bingo, fundraisers, and other 

church events; and honoring St. Nicholas with a program every December. Every 

January, we still hold a Holy Christmas Eve Dinner (Svaty Vechir) and a Malanka 

New Year's Dinner & Dance. Parish fellowships and other celebrations are held 

when special occasions arise.  

 

New traditions have started more recently, such as the Annual Chili Cook-Off and 

the Annual Ukrainian Independence Day Picnic at the rectory.  

 

We have one Divine Liturgy every Sunday and on major Feast Days. The services 

are conducted in English and Ukrainian, and our church choir continues to sing the 

responses in both languages. Vespers are served on Saturdays. Memorial Services 

(Panahyda) are served by request. Sacraments of Baptisms, Chrismations, 

Marriages, Anointing of the Sick, Funerals, and other Sacramentals are scheduled 

by the priest and performed as needed. Grave Blessings, House Blessings, Car 

Blessings, Pet Blessings, and the Beginning of the Church School Year Blessings 

are done annually. Additional services and blessings are done throughout the year 

according to the tradition of the Orthodox Church.  

 

Today, as we celebrate our glorious 100th Parish Anniversary, let us remember all 

the sacrifices made by our parish founders, benefactors, and forefathers. 

 

Hundreds of men, women, and children selflessly supported this parish. Many of 

their names are unknown or have long been forgotten, while others we still fondly 

remember. Today, we honor them all.     

 

Let us rededicate ourselves to our beloved parish and ensure its future for the next 

generation of parishioners. Through hard work, determination, and God’s continued 

Blessings, we will continue to grow and prosper. 

 

 

 

 

May God grant us many more years! 

Mnohaya Lita! 

 

 

 



 

As of August 2024: 

 

 

Total Baptisms: 1,185    Total Weddings: 505     Total Funerals: 971 * 

 

 

* Some funerals and burials took place at other locations; however, this is the total 

number of funerals conducted by our clergy.  

 

First recorded baptism: Theodore Polomackanicz (Frank Polma), son of Andrew 

and Stella Dunda Polomackanicz (Polmaskitch) August 28, 1922, officiated by Rev. 

Leo Wesolowsky, during the time of the initial planning of our parish. 

 

First recorded baptism in 1924: George Senediak, son of Michael and Anastasia 

Okovych Senediak, March 16, 1924, officiated by Rev. Wasyl Koshel. 

 

First recorded marriage: Petro (Peter) Yaniv and Olena Stas, September 13, 

1924, officiated by Fr. Wasyl Koshel. 

 

First burial: Ann Tychowsky, May 16, 1927, Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery, officiated 

by Fr. Wasyl Koshel. 

 

 

 

Note: This church history is a compilation of a previous church history, histories 

translated from Ukrainian, information from other anniversary books, church 

minutes; and other historical documents.  It is only as accurate as these sources. 

       

 

 

Researched and submitted by 

        Michael D. Sernulka  

        August 2024 

 

 

 

A Message from the Chairman 

of the 100th Anniversary Commemorative Book 

 

I am grateful to all those who supported this book by placing an ad or becoming a 

sponsor. Without your support, we would not have been able to create this 

commemorative book. Compiling 100 years of history was a challenging task. The 

recorded history used in our 75th-anniversary book was the primary source for this 

history, along with the addition of the last twenty-five years of recorded church 

minutes. The efforts of the late Kateryna Dowbenko of Gibsonia, PA, who translated 

our early history from Ukrainian to English, and Vera Ortynsky, who provided 

research from our Diocese in New Jersey, helped create that primary source of 

invaluable information.  



 

Special thanks to Ann Marie Woloschak and Ron Kichton for compiling the last 

twenty-five years of our parish history. Additionally, City Printing LLC of 

Youngstown, Ohio, made the printing of this book possible. 

I had to make the difficult decision to omit the names of many living members who 

have done remarkable things for our parish so that no one would be forgotten. 

There have been 100 years of “too many” – too many founders and benefactors, too 

many volunteers, and too many selfless individuals to name. These individuals have 

paved the way for many firsts within our parish. They have founded organizations; 

educated and supported our youth; served faithfully at the altar; sung at Divine 

Liturgies and other services; volunteered at bingo and other parish events; 

supported our ministries; prepared countless fellowships and church dinners; and 

most recently used technology to reach people beyond our church doors. Although 

their names are not recorded in this book, their unwavering support, dedication, 

and contributions to our parish are known to God.  

 

 

Respectfully, 

Michael D. Sernulka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100th Parish Anniversary Committee: 

Walter Duzzny, Chairman Fr. Mykola Zomchak 

Charles Woloschak, Sr.   Ann Marie Woloschak 

Stephanie Rimedio   Michael D. Sernulka 

Mary Ann Senediak  Ron Kichton    

Marianne Carmack  Yvonne Mark 


